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AMMJAL  REPORT  CP  THE  MEDICAL  OFFICER  OF  HEALTH 


OF  THE  SOUTH  OXFORDSHIRE  COlvIBIHED  DISTRICTS 

FOR  19680 

To  the  Mayor ^  Chairriicn^Aldermen^  and  Councillors  of  the  Constituent 
Authorities 

My  Lord^  Ladies  and  Centlemen^ 

I  have  pleasure  in  presenting  my  second  annual  report,  drarni  up  in 
accordance  v/ith  Department  of  Health  and  Social  Security  Circular  l/69« 

The  Conibined  Districts  continue  to  expand  populationwise  at  a 
rapid  rate,  the  total  is  now  I4I  ^450^  ^  increase  of  4^270  in  the 
tv/elve  months  o  The  amount  of  correspondence  passing  through  this 
office  however,  according  to  the  ’letters  in*  book,  has  more  than 
doubled  since  196?*  This  is  encouraging  in  so  far  as  it  indicates  we 
have  well  and  truly  made  a  mark  on  the  map  for  ourselves  o  On  the 

other  hand  there  may  be  a  suggestion  that  more  health  problems  are 
coming  to  light o 

One  contributing  factor  to  establishing  ourselves  has  been 
circularising  the  General  Practitioners  on  more  than  one  occasion, with 
information  regarding  food  poisoning  and  notifiable  infectious  diseases o 
The  increasing  work  load  caused  problems  when  the  office  was  transferred 
from  the  centre  of  Oxford  to  Headington  and  it  took  several  months 
before  all  the  items  vjere  arranged  and  the  backlog  of  v/ork  entailed  v/as 
cleared o  It  must  be  noted  that  any  occasion  involving  postponem.ent  of 
work,  then  it  is  invariably  the  annual  report  that  suffers  I 

Apart  from  an  increase  in  the  volume  of  work  there  have  been  no 
outstanding  instances  of  the  unusual  or  any  great  excitements o  Small 
and  interesting  occurrences  in  the  infectious  disease  sector  can  be 
mentioned o  A  routine  throat  swab  from  a  person  with  slight  tonsillitis 
produced  an  organism  so  closely  related  to  diphtheria  that  for  the 
puirposes  of  notification  it  was  so  designated o  This  triggered  off 
investigations  in  several  other  parts  of  England  and  Wales,  but  no 
source  was  found o  It  did  mean,  however,  that  diphtheria  was  notified 
in  the  combined  districts  for  the  first  time  since  l958o 

Further  schemes  for  waterborne  sewage  schemes  have  been  put  before 
the  Ministry  for  loan  sanction  purposes  by  the  various  authorities  in 
the  Combined  Districts o  As  the  economic  screw  is  turned  tighter  it  is 
depressing  to,  see  these  schemes  deferred  by  the  Minister  unless  the  public 
is  virtually  walking  on  its  own  excrement  on  the  public  highways  and 
footpaths®  I  am  amazed  th  .t  the  incidence  of  enteric  diseases  in  these 
unsewered  areas  is  a^  low  as  it  is,  and  I  view  with  increasing  concern 
the  numbers  of  cases  of  dysentery,  food  poisoning  and  infective  hepatitis 


already  in  the  areao  Surely  it  mil  not  be  long  before  a  critical 
level  is  reached  in  a  particular  locality  and  then  an  epidemic  of 
serious  proportions  could  take  place. 

It  is  of  little  wonder  then^  that  as  a  nation  are  not  ais 
hygiene  conscious  as  v/e  might  bco  An  examination  of  the  infectious 
diseases  notifications  shorn  an  alarming  increase  in  enteric 
infections ; 


Disease 

1968 

1967 

1966 

1965 

Pood  Poisoning 

28 

16 

9 

8 

Dysentery 

73 

1 6 

38 

30 

Infective  Hepatitis 

40 

20 

not 

notifiable 

Food  Poisoning  can  have  three  causes  o  One  can  eat  meat  from  the 
animal  that  was  harbouring  the  organism  before  slaughtero  Meat  can 
become  contaminated  after  slaughter  by  poot  handling  procedures  in 
dirty  premises,  or  a  carrier  of  the  disease  can  infect  the  food 
during  any  stage  of  preparation  o 

Dysentery  and  Infective  Hepatitis  are  diseases  transmitted  from 
bowel  to  mouth  and  are  almost  exclusive  to  human  beings o  The  table 
above  has  a  very  pertinent  point  to  make  and  at  the  time  of  writing 
the  figures  for  I969  confirm  that  this  is  a  trend  and  not  just  an 
exceptional  yearo  All  this  is  very  disturbing  if  there  is  no  change 
in  the  method  of  recording o  It  is  of  some  comfort  that  I  can  state 
that  we  have  deliberately  been  seeking  out  cases  and  contacts  at  some 
length o  It  may  be  that  circulariging  the  General  Practitioners  has 
also  increased  the  notification  rate^  as  has  the  raising  of  the  fee 
payable  per  certificate o  Notwithstanding  these  factors,  any  complacency 
felt  in  the  past  is  now  completely  shattered o 

All  persons  handle  food  for  themselves,  some  prepare  the  family 
meaJ-S,  others  are  engaged  in  the  prepeiration  of  food  for  sale  to  the 
general  public o  In  effect  it  behoves  us  all  to  take  stock  of  the 
situation  and  think  primarily  of  hygiene  and  infectiono  To  this  end 
I  would  drav\^  the  attention  of  the  educationalists  to  Domestic  Science 
in  schools  and  make  a  strong  plea  that  first  and  foremost,  and  then 
continually,  the  accent  is  on  scrupulous  cleanliness  and  the  avoidance 
of  contaminationo  A  delicious  meal  is  quite  useless  if  it  involves 
suffering  and  absence  from  work  due  to  lack  of  cleanliness,  or  the 
use  of  contaminated  ingredients,  in  its  preparationo 

I  am  not  making  any  apologies  for  this  labouring  on  the  point  of 
hygiene o  The  basic  precepts  on  which  Public  Health  depends  are  being 
taken  for  granted  whereas  constant  vigilance  is  the  only  attitude  that 
should  be  takeuo  The  attitude  that  ”we  have  always  done  so  and  so” 
means  no  progress o  No  progress  in  one  particular  aspect  of  living 
when  all  else  is  advancing  really  is  relative  retrogressiono  How  many 
housewives  accept  unwrapped  loaves  of  bread  from  the  not-so-clean  shop 
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assistant's  hsind^  or  the  delivery  man®s  hand  ?  Bread  and  cakes  are 
handled  by  hands  that  accept  moneys  drive  vans  ^  pick  noses  and  pat 
'^ogSo  Yet  hardly  anybody  objects^  nobody  wipes  a  loaf  before  eating  it  I 
If  bread  is  left  on  someone®  s  doorstep  by  the  delivery  man^  then  it 
should  be  wrapped o 

As  a  nation  we  are  very  sentimental  about  animals^  domestic  pets 
in  parti culaTo  Many^  if  not  all.,  of  the  domestic  animals  can  harbour 

the  germs  of  food  poisoning  in  their  intestines  without  suffering  from 
the  diseaseo  But  if  any  of  these  germs  are  transmitted  to  man*s 
intestine  they  usually  cause  an  upset,  which  could  range  from  mild 
gas trO“ enteritis  to  full-fledged  typhoid o  There  are  many  forms  of 

worm  infestation  of  pets  that  can  cause  illness  in  maiio  If  we  love 
our  animals  v/e  must  look  after  their  health  for  our  own  sahes„  We  must 
also  realise  that  dog  dirt  deposited  in  the  street  or  public  thorough¬ 
fares  is  just  as  repugnant  and  just  as  potentially  harmful  as  if  it 
were  of  human  origin o 

On  the  agiu cultural  scene  the  excellent  liaison  between  the  local 
branch  of  the  Ministry  of  Agriculture,  Fisheries  and  Pood  and  this 
office  brought  over  50  commimi  cat  ions  relating  to  infections  in  farm 
animals  potentially  transmissible  to  humans  (and  vice  versa)  o  The 
practice  follov/ed  is  that  a  public  health  inspector  calls  at  the 
premises,  and  offers  advice  and  sampling  procedures  to  the  staff  who 
have  been  in  contact  with  the  infected  animals  o  This  procedure 
brought  only  3  cases  of  infections  in  humans,  but  in  view  of  the  risks 
involved  I  believe  this  is  the  correct  thing  to  doo  There  is  obviously 
a  large  reservoir  of  infection  amongst  farm  animals,  be  they  in  tradi¬ 
tional  or  intensive  units.  Ydiat  degree  of  proximity  is  required 
before  smell  nuisance  gives  way  to  public  health  hazard  is  difficult 
to  delineate,  but  this  type  of  problem  is  being  met  increasingly o 

Your  Medical  Officer  is  a  member  of  two  professional  Advisory 
Committees  set  up  to  assist  the  Engineer  of  the  Oxfordshire  and  District 
Water  Boardo  Much  has  been  publicised  concerning  water  rates  since  the 
formation  of  this  Board  but  it  must  be  pointed  out  that  the  aim  of  the 
Board  is  to  provide  a  virtually  sterile  substance  in  abundance  to  all 
householders  within  its  purviev/o  Considering  that  this  aim  is  almost 
reached  throughout  the  area  one  must  realise  that  really  we  are  getting 
this  service  cheaply  I  In  view  of  the  re-use  of  water  abstracted  from 
the  River  Thames  and  the  critical  level  of  demand  compared  with  avail¬ 
ability  generally  in  the  country  as  a  whole,  it  would  not  be  unrealistic 
to  expect  several  price  increases  in  the  not  too  distant  future o 

Before  leaving  the  subject  of  drinking  water,  it  is  with  pleasure 
that  at  the  time  of  writing  this  report,  I  can  non  record  that  adl  six 
authorities  within  the  Combined  Districts  have  agreed  to  have  the 
natural  chemical  substance  fluorine  added  to  the  water o  Strong 
pressure  must  now  be  brought  upon  our  dissenting  neighbours  who  by 
their  own  minority  viev/s  are  hindering  the  introduction  of  one  of  the 
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best  public  health  measures  for  optimum  health  this  country  has  known 
for  several  years o 

From  optimum  health  for  the  masses  to  survival  for  the  fev/  is  a 
large  jump,  but  mention  must  be  made  of  the  Renal  Dialysis  Unit  at  the 
Churchill  Hospital o  At  this  Unit  patients  with  kidney  disease  are 
taught  how  to  use  artificial  kidney  machines  mth  a  view  to  their 
having  a  machine  at  homeo  I  can  report  that  at  least  two  such  persons 
are  now  residing  within  the  Combined  Districts^  and  are  maintaining 
themselves  in  excellent  health  by  self  treatment  on  their  ovm  machines  ^ 
situated  in  their  own  homes  o 

Section  47^  National  Assistance  Acts  l948o 

One  elderly  man  living  in  a  small  isolated  village  was  found  to  be 
ill  and  living  in  insanitary  conditions  and  not  able  to  look  after 
himself  or  be  looked  after  by  other  persons o  It  v/as  with  reluctance 
an  order  was  sought  to  remove  him  to  hospital  where  suitable  care  could 
be  given o 

During  this  period  of  consolidation  I  must  record  my  appreciation 
of  the  continuing  support  I  have  received  from  fellov/  colleagues ^  staffs 
and  members  of  committees  of  the  several  constituent  authorities o 
I  would  also  mention  the  happy  relationships  developing  with  other 
Medical  Officers  of  Hwalth  of  adjacent  areas ^  and  the  officials  of  the 
two  Y/ater  Boards « 
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Total  ^  231 
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1968 


Combined  Districts  Vital  Statistics. 

Estimated  Mid-Year  Home  Population  I4I  j450. 


Males 

Females 

Total 

Lep;it  9 

Illep;ito 

Total 

Le^^it  0 

Ille^it* 

Live  Births 

1355 

1277 

78 

1317 

1 231 

86 

Still  Births 

14 

13 

14 

13 

1 

Deaths  of  Infants 
under  1  yr^of  a^ 

o 

CM 

0) 

19 

1 

21 

18 

3 

”  4  weeks 

16 

15 

1 

14 

14 

— 

”  1  week 

14 

13 

i 

12 

12 

- 

Live  hirths  Crude  rate  per  1  000  home  population 

Still  hirths  rate  per  1  000  total  hirths 

Combined 

District 

England 
&  Wales 

19«3 

11  o7 

16.9 

14 

Deaths  of  infants 

under  1  year  of  age®  Rate  per  1000  live  hirths 

Perinatal  mortality  ”  total  hirths 

Deaths  (all  ages)  Crude  rate  per  1000  population 

15.3 

20 

18 

25 

8.7 

11  .9 

-  7  - 


The  statistics  continue  to  show  a  higher  "birth  rate  and  a  lov;er  death 
rate  in  comparison  vvitli  hngland  and  v7ales,  Favourahle  statistics  such  as  these 
could  mislead  one  into  belie^/ing  that  South  Oxfordshire  is  healthy  and  expanding 
in  a  Shangri-La-” like  mannero  Closer  study  is  more  soheringo  Heart  disease 
and  disease  of  the  circulatory  system  continue  to  head  the  list  of  main  causei 
deaths  leCo^OO  being  very  nearly  of  all  deaths o  Twenty  years  ago  the 


;s 


situation  was  similar  except  that  the  proportion  was  just  over  the  maih  -  a 
minimal  improvement  in  the  rate  of  our  biggest  killeia  The  significant  point 


is  tracts  occui'  in  this 


in  tne  uomoinea 

group  of  diseases  alone  before  the  are  of  60® 

'  r  _ _ _ _ _ _ _ ^  _ _ _ _ _ _ _ 


demonstrated  on  the  table  is  that  one-tenth  of  the  total  deaths  in  nn-rriWi 


Th  e  s  e  c ond  1 ar g e  s  t 
Twenty  ye^rs  ago  it  was 
In  this  group  cancer  of 


V-T  ■ 


,ler  is  cancer,  about  one-fifth  of  the  total  deaths® 
one-sixth  of  the  total,  iee®  a  marginal  deterioratiom 
the  lung  now  accounts  for  one-third  of  cancer  deaths, 
whereas  twenty  years  ago  it  v/as  pne-sixtho  Again  as  a  group  of  diseases 
half  the  cancer  deaths  have  occurred  before  the  age  of  65,  constituting 
approximately  another  tenth  of  all  deaths  under  this  age®  Already  Yie  have  found 
a  fifth  of  the  total  deaths  in  the  Combined  Districts  occur  before  65  years  of 
age,  and  that  is  dealing  with  two  groups  of  disease  onlyo  Over  the  'whole  age 
range  these  tw'o  disease  groups  alone  account  for  two-thirds  of  all  deaths  o 
But  most  depressing  of  all  is  the  fact  that  almost  one-third  of  all  dea.ths 
occur  before  the  age  of  65  yeai^sl 

The  social  amd  economic  implications,  both  to  the  family  and  to  the 
employers,  must  be  quite  catastrophic  v/here  disease  ends  the  life  of  a  man 
Yihen  he  is  at  his  most  valuable  and  responsible  position  in  his  careero  It  is 
obvious  that  Public  Health  must  increasingly  turn  its  attention  to  these 
diseases  and  push  back  the  frontiers  of  death,  as  w/as  done  wmth  the  infec+'ious 
diseases®  Death,  of  course,  is  the  only  notification  this  office  receives 
when  non-inf ectious  diseases  have  occurred® 


The  level  of  illness  within  the  Combined  Districts  is  an  unknown  factor® 
l^at  miseries,  physical,  sociail,  mental,  and  economic  are  being  experienced 
amongst  the  population  as  a  result  of  disease  caruiot  be  appreciated  in 
entirity  as  there  is  no  method  of  recording  such  information®  The  nearest 
approach  to  such  an  appraisal  could  be  devised  from  sick  pay  claims  notified 
to  the  Ministry  of  Social  Security  and  would  only  include  the  w/orking  popu¬ 
lation®  If  health  is  wiiat  we  are  striving  for,  then,  as  Medical  Officer  of 
Health  it  seems  a  move  must  be  made  mw;ay  from  the  idea  that  decreasing  death 

incidence  is  the  be  all  and  end  all  of  human  ei^Mstence®  It  is  not  much 

profit  to  m,an  to  live  longer  if  the  quality  of  that  life  cannot  be  enhanced® 

We  should  aira  to  optimum  health  and  enjoy  old  age,  not  endure  a  prolonged 

period  of  decay®  Clearly  v/e  should  try  to  be  a,ware  of  the  level  of  ill- 
health  before  v/e  can  evaluakce  our  successes  in  achieving  optimum  heaMth, 
and  this  could  only  be  done  initially  by  a  Morbidity  Survey  of  an  all- 


enbracinv  char' ac ter 
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Notification  of  Irifectious  Diseases  received  in  ^^68 


On  1  st  October  this  year  new  regulations  came  into  force.  Acute  primary 
pneumonia,  acute  influenzal  pneumonia^,  acute  rheumatism^  erysipelas^  and 
puerperal  pyrexia  are  no  longer  to  be  notified o  Nev/  diseases  added  to  the 
list  are  leprosy^  leptospirosis ^  yellow  fever  and  tetanus o 

One  disease  that  did  not  appear  on  the  list  was  brucellosis  o  In  many 
quarters  this  is  regarded  as  a  regretable  omission  and  one  that  cannot  be 
equated  vd.th  the  inclusion  of  yellov/  fever  which  is  not  normally  transmis¬ 
sible  in  this  country  in  any  casCo  Up  to  one  million  people  in  the  UoKo  drink 
rav/  milk  and  therefore  run  the  risk  of  contr£ cting  this  debilitating,  chronic 
disease.  The  safeguards  available  are  voluntary  registration  of  brucella-free 
herds  and  regular  testing  of  all  raw  milk  and  of  course,  pasteurisation o 
Imported  cheese,  however,  has  been  found,  on  occasion,  to  contain  the  organisriio 

At  the  end  of  the  year  a  sub ^ epidemic  of  infective  hepatitis  was  smouldering 
gently  along  in  Bullingdono  The  frustrating  situation  was  that  I  had  forecast 
just  such  a  happening  and  in  spite  of  excellent  work  by  the  inspectors  visiting 
the  homes  and  publicity  in  the  press  little  could  be  done  to  abate  the  relent¬ 
less  advance  of  thi,s  disease o  I  have  commented  earlier  in  the  preamble 
concerning  the  state  of  hygiene  in  the  population,  I  look  forward  to  some 
advance  in  producing  a  suitable  vaccine o 

Another  highly  infectious  disease  produced  a  localized  epidemic  over  the 
Christmas  period o  Dysentery  spreads  with  great  rapidity  and  generally  fades 
just  as  quickly..  So  it  v/as  in  this  case,  but  the  name  captures  the  public 
imagination  and  it  receives  an  undeserved  importance  o  V/hen  one  rationalises 
then  the  true  position  becomes  obvious,  Sonne  dysentery  generally  causes 
the  sufferer  an  inconvenience  and  discomfort  for  about  three  daySo  Recovery 
is  usually  rapid  and  complications  are  very  rare;  it  carries  a  fatality 
rate  of  0o1  per  cento  Severe  cases  do  occur  in  the  very  young  or  the  elderly. 

But  let  us  consider  the  common  cold,  almost  the  same  story  except  that 
complications  of  bronchitis,  pmeumonia,  ear  and  throat  infections,  are  much 
more  common. 

The  total  of  diseases  notified  is  only  a  quarter  of  the  number  notified 
the  previous  yearo  If  we  eliminate  measles  from  both  years*  notifications 
the  total  remaining  shov/s  no  difference  betv\^een  the  years o  This  emphasizes 
the  two-yearly  peak  of  this  common  disease  and  its  importance  vd.th  regard  to 
the  large  numbers  involved o  An  intensive  campaign  of  vaccination  against  the 
disease  is  shov/ing  signs  of  being  effective  at  the  time  of  writing o  If  the 
evidence  continues  accumulating  in  the  same  pattern  then  I  hope  to  be  able 
to  record  that  measles  may  be  on  its  way  out  as  a  scourge  of  young  childreno 
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SUI.lIvIARY  OF  NOTIPIGATIOMS  OF  P^ECTIOUS  DISEASES,  1968 » 


BICESTER  UEBiW  DISTRICT 


I,'[Ei\SLES  8 

DYSENTERY  1 

IvIENIKGITIS  (viral)  1 

V/HOOPING  COUGH  2 

TUBERCULOSIS 
(all  puLiionary)  I 


16 

HENLEY  BOROUGH 


IffiASLES  31 

DYSENTERY  1 

POOD  POISONING  4 

TUBERCULOSIS 
(pulmonary)  1 


37 

THiOffi  URBAN  DISTRICT 


IvEASLES  1 

DYSENTERY  1 

DIPHTHERIA  1 

POOD  POISONING  4 

GLANDULAR  PEVER  1 

TUBERCULOSIS 
(pulmonary)  1 
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BULLINGDON  RURjLL  DISTRICT 


I.IEASLES  1 63 

DYSENTERY  48 

ERYSIPELAS  1 

POOD  POISONING  1  0 

GLANDULi\R  PEVER  I4 

INFECTIVE  HEPATITIS  43 
QPHTHi'iLHIA 

NEONATORUM  1 

PNEUMONIA  (lobar)  1 

SCARLET  PEVER  4 

WHOOPING  COUGH  10 

TUBERCULOSIS 
(pulmonary,  1  6 
non-pulmonary,  2)  18 


515 

PLOUGHLEY  RURAL  DISTRICT 


MEASLES  84 

DYSENTERY  9 

POOD  POISONING  4 

GLYIIDULAR  PEVER  1 

INPECTM/E  HEPATITIS  2 
SCARLET  PEVER  5 

TOOOPING  COUGH  4 

TUBERCULOSIS 

(all  pulmonary)  7 


HENLEY  RURiYL  DISTRICT  1 1  6 


MEASLES  43 

DYSENTERY  1 2 

POOD  POISONING  4 

GLAiroULAR  PEVER  1  0 

INFECTIVE  HEPATITIS  6 

SCARLET  PEVER  6 

WHOOPING  COUGH  28 

TUBERCULOSIS 
(  8  pulmonary, 

1  non-pulmonary)  9 


118  TOTAL;  6II 
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Cases  of  Infectious  Disease  notified  since  1933 


Infective  Disease 
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5  Yearly  periods  and  This  Year 


I  am  grateful  to  the  Engineer  of  the  Oxfordshire  and  District  Water 
Board  for  the  following  report o 

MTo  G-.Y/oEuller,  BoSCo,  MoI.CqEq,  o 

SOUTH  OXFORDSHIRE  COmillED  DISTRICTS 

During  the  year  the  supply  to  consumers  v/as  adequate  and  no  restrictions 
had  to  be  imposed o 

The  districts  supplied  by  the  Water  Board  obtain  their  v/ater  from  a 
nimiber  of  sources:- 

Bicester  Upper  Heyford  Source 

(l^-linistry  of  Defence  -  River  Cherwell) 

Borehole  and  Headv/orks  at  Howes  Lane 


Thame  3  small  Boreholes 

Bullingdon  Rural  District  1  Borehole  each  at  Kingston  Blount^  Lewknor 

and  Watlington  in  the  Chiltern  area.^ 
together  with  2  Boreholes  at  Berinsfield« 

Supply  to  western  parishes  from  Oxfoixi 
City  system® 

Ploughley  Rural  District  About  1 6  small  boreholes  in  northern  part 

of  District 

Small  supplies  from  Upper  Heyford  Source 
(Ministry  of  Defence) 

Small  bulk  supplies  from  Bucks  Water  Board 
generally  to  parishes  on  the  eastern  and 
northern  boundaries 

Supply  to  southern  section  from  Oxford 
City  system 

The  activities  of  the  V/ater  Board  continue  to  be  directed  to  reducing 
the  number  of  small  uneconomic  sources  where  this  is  practicable^  and  in 
providing  adequate  water  of  good  quality  to  areas  where  the  present  sources 
could  prove  to  be  inadequate o 

The  quality  of  v/ater  supplied  v/as  generally  satisf actoryo 

Particulars  for  the  supply  of  each  individual  District  are  as  follov/s:- 
Bicester  Urban  District 

Ivlinor  Y/orks  to  improve  the  supply  included  additional  feeds  through 
pressure  control  valves  from  the  9”  main  between  Upper  Heyford  and  the  Gas 
Plants  the  improvement  of  controls  in  boosters ^  storage  tanks  for  the  borehole 
at  Hov/es  Laneo 
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Y/ith  the  proposed  development  at  Bicester  it  also  became  essential  to 
bring  in  additional  v/ater  ai:d  a  limited  quantity  has  now  been  provided  by 
a  small  6  inch  link  main  enabling  a  feed  to  be  made  from  the  18  inch  trunk 
main  leading  from  the  Oxford  system  to  Ardley  reservoir. 

A  comprehensive  supply  scheme  for  the  Bieester  Urban  and  Ploughley 
Rural  Districts  was  produced  in  March  1^68  and  v/as  subsequently  submitted 
by  the  Board  to  the  Ministry  of  Housing  and  Local  G-overnment  in  September o 

This  supply  scheme  proposes  extensive  works  for  the  future  satisfactory 
system  of  the  areao 

During  the  year  a  complete  system  of  water  sampling  has  been  instituted 
throughout  the  Water  Board*  s  supply  area  follov/ing  discussion  and  agreement 
with  Medical  Officers  of  Health  and  the  Chief  gublic  Health  Inspectors 
concerned o  This  sampling  system  accords  v\ath  the  modern  recomjnendations 
for  sampling o 

There  has  been  no  evidence  of  any^  contamination  of  the  various  supplies 
during  the  year. 

Chlorination  equipment  has  been  installed  to  sterilise  the  water  pumped 
from  the  borehole  at  Hov/es  Lane,  Bicester, 

The  w*ater  supply  for  Bicester  is  now  obtained  from  three  sources  as 

follov/s:-  „  o  T 

Quantity  supplied 

gallons  per  day 


452,000 


40^,000 


74,000 


1  o  V/ater  derived  from  the  Upper  Heyf ord 
source  on  the  River  Cherw^ell,  operated 
for  the  Ministry  of  Defence  (Air)  by  the 
Ministry  of  Public  Building  and  Y/orks 

2o  Water  supplied  from  the  Board^s  ovm  system 
via  the  18’‘«14*’  main  leading  from  the 
Angeline  booster,  near  Woodstock 

This  v/ater  is  supplied  from  the  Board* s 
major  sources  at  Smnford  and  Parmoor 

3®  Borehole  at  Howes  Lane,  Bicester 


Pollov/ing  the  supply  scheme  it  is  proposed  to  bring  water  in  quantity 
via  a  new  18”  main  leading  from  Ardley  Reservoir  to  Bicester®  This  water 
is  now  urgently  required  to  meet  the  expanding  populations  and  demands  in 
Bicester® 

The  fluoride  content  of  the  water  v/as  not  sampled  for  the  Upper  Heyf  ord 
or  the  Svd.nford  or  Parmoor  Sources,  but  for  the  Howes  Lane,  Bicester  borehole 
it  v/as  0oZf4  milligrams  per  litre® 
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Du27ing  the  year  the  follov\d]ng  hacteriological  samples  were  taken 
in  Bicester:- 


Place  of  sampling 
v/ater 

after  treatment 

Total  Number 
of 

Sam.ples  taken 

RESULTS 

Satisfactory 

UnsatiSo 

Satisfactory  Samples 
as  percentage  of  total 
number  of  samples  taken 

9’*  Main  from 

% 

Upper  Heyford 

Source 

3 

3 

OKU 

100 

Supply  from 

Borehole 

2 

2 

100 

Consumers  Taps 

20 

19 

1 

95 

Chemical  Analyses  have  ajso  Been  taken  and  typical  results  of  analyses 
are  shov/n  on  the  follov/ing  pageo 
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CHEtvIICAL  ANALYSES 


S  W  I  N  P  0  E  D 


Raw  Thames  Y/ater 

Filtered  Y/ater 

Maximum 

Minimum 

iMaxim.um 

Minimum 

PHYSICAL  CHARilCTERISTICS 

Turbidity  :  Units 

270 

5 

0 

0 

Colour  (Hazen) 

150 

4 

10 

0 

pH 

8„4 

7.5 

7o8 

7.1 

Electrical  conductivity  at 

640 

690 

510 

20  C 

420 

CHHvIICAL  CHARilCTERISTICS 

Total  Solids  dried  at  1 80*^C 

460 

295 

495 

360 

Chlorides  as  Cl 

34 

18 

39  - 

24 

Total  Oxydized  Nitrogen  as  N 

7«0 

9  7 

cL  *  ^ 

7.3 

3,0 

Eree  Ammonia 

©4 

nil 

.44 

nil 

Albiminoid  Nitrogen 

.9 

©1 4 

©92 

0O9 

Oxygen  absorbed  :  4  hrs«  at  27 

x10.3 

.9 

2.9 

.5 

Alkalinity  as  CaCO^ 

254 

147 

233 

1  38 

Hardness  as  CaCO^  . 

3  Permanent 

129 

73 

152 

88 

Temporary 

254 

147 

233 

138 

Total 

360 

220 

360 

246 

Free  Carbon  dioxide  as  CO^ 

10 

nil 

28 

6 

Residual  Chlorine 

.72 

*04 

Metals  :  Aluminium 

0 

0 

nil 

Iron  as  Pe 

Phosphate  as 

.7 

o1 

.3 

nil 

Silicate  as  SiO^ 

16 

3.2 

1  2 

2o1 

Detergent  as  Manoxol  0<,  T 

©  04 

e02 

Fluoride  as  F 

15 
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BICESTER 
Howes  Lane  Borehole 


Reservoir  Y/ater 

Filtered  \Yater 

Rav/  V^’'ater 

Maximum 

Mnimum 

Maximum 

Mnimum 

60 

0 

0 

0 

0 

21 

Ho  t« 

24 

0 

0 

8o7 

7.9 

7.9 

7.2 

7.3 

520 

400 

640 

480 

600 

365 

280 

460 

340 

30 

27 

33 

28 

18 

i 

i 

i 

3o5 

2o0 

4.8 

2«0 

nil 

.38 

nil 

o52 

nil 

0.38 

1.3 

o20 

065 

o1 4 

O0O5 

5.9 

1 .05 

3.8 

.5 

0o20 

192 

105 

218 

117 

292 

1 26 

86 

134 

92 

172 

85 

218 

117 

282 

180 

352 

222 

236 

4o0 

nil 

1  2 

5 

20 

.45 

nil 

Not  chlorinated 

.15 

nil 

10 

<>25 

nil 

,10 

nil 

7.5 

nil 

1  2 

nil 

I 

nil 

0  0  ‘ 
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Thame 


Y/hile  the  water  supply  for  Thame  has  been  generally  satisfactory  in 
quality  and  quantity  during  the  year,  considerable  anxiety  has  been  felt 
that  there  could  be  a  failure  in  supply <, 

At  the  moment  Thame  has  to  rely  almost  entirely  on  three  small  boreholes 
and  the  only  other  water  available  there  is  by  a  limited  feed  through  a  6*' 
medn  from  Ivlilton  water  tower  in  the  Bullingdon  District o  Arrangements  had 
accordingly  been  made  between  Thame  Urban  District  Council  and  Oxford  Cor¬ 
poration  prior  to  the  formation  of  the  V/ater  Board  that  a  15’'  main  should  be 
laid  between  the  Oxford  system  near  Wheatley  and  Thame  to  provide  an 
adequate  supply® 

This  15"  main  was  approved  by  the  Ministry  of  Housing  and  Local 
G-overnment  in  January  I968  but  ov/ing  to  the  limited  finances  available  to 
the  new  V/ater  Board  only  £60^000  to  be  invested  before  April  19^9  of  capital 
investment  could  be  allocated  to  this  I5”  main  out  of  an.  estimated  total 
cost  of  Diy^jOOOj  and  it  would  be  unlikely  that  it  would  be  possible  to 
complete  this  main  until  the  Autumn  of  1969* 

Apart  from  the  three  boreholes  only  being  capable  of  supplying  a 
limited  quantity  of  water  amounting  to  betv/een  200^000  and  250^000  gallons 
per  day  it  v/as  knov/n  that  the  boreholes  were  liable  to  failure  due  to 
subsidencoo  Pumping  at  the  Kingsey  source  v/here  the  boreholes  are  situated 
has  removed  sand  from  the  sub-strata  and  this  in  turn  has  caused  the  ground 
above  to  collapse® 

There  is  no  doubt  that  if  one  of  these  boreholes  had  failed  during  the 
year  a  quite  serious  v/ater  shortage  v/ould  have  occurred  in  Thame® 

During  the  year  the  complete  system  of  sampling  as  noted  for  the 
Bicester  area  was  introduced  also  for  Thame® 

VYhile  normally  there  v/as  no  evidence  of  contamination  of  the  Thame 
boreholes,  experience  has  shown  that  in  periods  of  heavy  rainfall  and  v/hen 
the  brook  adjacent  to  the  Kingsey  source  is  in  flood  serious  contamination 
can  occur  in  the  Thame  boreholes®  This  has  been  combatted  successfully  by 
heavier  chlorination  of  the  boreholes  and  the  introduction  of  additional 
chlorine  in  the  storage  elevated  steel  tank® 


During  the  year  the  following  bacteriological  samples  were  taken: 


Place  of  sampling 
v/ater 

after  Treatment 

Total  Number 

L 

Samples  taken 

Results 

i 

1 

Satisfactory  Samples  | 
as  percentage  of  total! 

Satisfactory 

Unsatisfactory 

number  of  samples  takel 

Kingsey  Source 

Boreholes:- 

Borehole  Nog1 

19 

4 

15 

21 005 

Borehole  Noo2 

19 

1 

18 

5«26 

Borehole  NOo3 

15 

7 

8 

46*66 

I 

Consumers*  Taps 

90 

63 

27 

7C^ 

I  Totals 

143 

75 

68 

52 .4^*-  ■ 

I 

L    -  -  — i. 

Bullir\^don  District 

The  preparation  of  a  supply  survey  for  the  Bullingdon  area  is  proceedings 
The  quality  of  water  supplied  was  generally  satisfactory* 

Bacteriological  Examinations 

Samples  of  water  from  the  River  Thames  v/ere  taken,  together  v/ith 
samples  after  settlement,  after  filtration,  and  of  the  final  v/ater  after 
sterilisation  as  sent  forward  to  the  consumers « 


The  examination  of  these  samples  by  the  Public  Health  Laboratory  in 
Oxford  gave  the  follov/ing  range  of  probable  number  of  coliform  bacilli 
(2  days  a.t  37^C)  per  100  ml® 


River  Water  samples  25  ~  180,000 

Settled  Water  samples  0  ~  0 


Filtered  Water  samples  0-1 

Final  Water  samples  0-0 

Bacteriological  samples  were  taken  where  possible  from  service 
reservoirs  and  from  consumers^  taps  in  the  area  of  supply,  with  the 
following  results 


Place  of  sampling 
v/ater 

Total  Number 
of 

Res 

u  1  t  s 

Satisfactory  Samples 
as  percentage  of  total 

after  Treatment 

Samples  taken 

Satisfactory 

Unsatisfactory 

number  of  samples  taken 

r 

Beacon  Hill  ReSo 

51 

50 

1 

% 

98o04 

Heading! on  ” 

53 

52 

1 

98o01 

Shotover  " 

50 

2f8 

2 

960O 

Boars  Hill  ” 

52 

52 

an 

100 

Brasenose  ” 

52 

49 

3 

94o23 

Wootton  ” 

50 

49 

1 

98.0 

Culham  Laboratory 

38 

38 

100 

Consumers*  Taps 

112 

104 

8 

92.85 

Totals 

458 

442 

1  6 

96.5 

Except  for  five  of 
non-faecal  typCo 


the  unsatisfactory  samples  the  organ! sm.s  causing  them  were  of 


Borehole  Sources  After  sterilisation  range 

Berinsfield  0-3 
Crowell  0-5 
Lewknor  0-0 
V/atlington  0  -  50 


The  organisms  causing  unsatisfactory  samples  in  the  borehole  samples 
v/ere  of  non-faecal  origin,, 
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CHEI.1ICAL  iiN/iLXaS 


Raw  Thames  V/ater 

Filtered 

Watei 

Maximum 

Minimum 

Maximum 

Minimum 

PHYSICAL  CHARACTERISTICS 

TurLidity  :  Units 

270 

5 

0 

0 

Colour  (Hazen) 

150 

4 

10 

0 

pH 

8  ,,4 

7.5 

7o8 

7o1 

Electrical  conductivity  at  20^C 

640 

420 

690 

510 

Cmj.IICAL  CH/ia/iCTERISTICS 

Total  Solids  dried  at  1  SO^C 

460 

293 

495 

360 

Chlorides  as  Cl 

34 

18. 

39 

24 

Nitrite  Nitrogen 

caw 

cas 

Nitrate  Nitrogen 

7c0 

2o3 

7.3 

3o0 

Ammoniacal  ifitrogen 

«4 

Nil 

o44 

Nil 

Alhuminoid  Nitrogen 

.9 

0I4 

,92 

.09 

Oxygen  ahsorbed  :  4  hrso  at  27^C 

10.3 

.9 

2,9 

.5 

Alkalinity  as  C  aCO^ 

254 

^47 

233 

138 

Hardness  as  CaCO^ 

1 

Permanent 

129 

73 

1 52 

79 

Temporary 

254 

147 

233 

1 38 

Total 

360 

220 

360 

246 

Free  Carbon  dioxide  as  CO2 

1  0 

Nil 

28 

6 

Residual  Chlorine 

o72 

0O4 

Metals 

o2 

mi 

Phosphate  as  PO, 

4 

.3 

Nil 

Silica  as  SiO^ 

1  6 

3o2 

1  2 

2„1 

Detergent  as  Manoxol  0,To 

«04 

Nil 

Ploughley  Rural  District 
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As  noted  for  Bicester  a  comprehensive  supply  survey  and  report  was 
completed  for  the  Bicester  Urhan  and  Ploughley  Rural  Districts  in  March 
19685  and  this  was  sub  sequent  Ij/-  submitted  by  the  Board  to  the  Ministry  of 
Housing  and  Local  G-ovemir.ent  in  September, 

The  quality  of  water  supplied  Yia.s  generally  satisfactory,  although 
excessive  quantities  of  iron  have  been  measured  in  some  of  the  small 
boreholes  in  the  district  and  this  iron  content  has  led  to  complaints  about 
the  unsatisfactory  quality  particularly  in  the  parishes  of  Hethe^  Hardwick 
and  Stoke  Lyne,  and  Launtbno  Although  the  high  iron  content  is  unsatis¬ 
factory  in  that  it  leads  to  discoloration  and  deposits  in  the  pipes,  the 
water  is  considered  still  to  be  safe  on  health  grounds o 


Bacteriological  Examinations 

River  Sources 

The  results  of  these  samples  vd.ll  be  as  those  already  given  for 
the  Bullingdon  Rural  District® 

Borehole  Sources 

Samples  of  v^ater  from  the  dispersed  borehole  sources  v/ere  taken 
and  the  examination  of  these  samples  by  the  Public  Health  Laboratory  in 
Oxford  gave  the  following  count  of  probable  nimber  of  coliform  bacilli 
(2  days  at  37^D)  per  100  ml „ 

Borehole  Befire  sterilisation  After  sterilisation 


Ardley  0 
Bicester  0 

Bletchingdon  0 
Pringford  0 
Hethe  0 
Launton  0 
Upper  He3rford  0 


Bacteriological  samples  were  taken  where  possible  from  service 
reservoirs  and  consumers*  taps  in  this  district,  with  the  following 
results 
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Place  of 
sampling 
v/ater  after 
Treatment 

Total  Number  of  Samples  taken 

Results 

Satisfactory 

Service  Resf^ 

Consumers  Taps 

Satisfactory 

Jnsatisf  acto. 

oampxes  as 
rypercentage  of 
total  number  of 
samples  taken 

% 

Ardley 

4 

4 

100 

Bletchingdor 

1 

6 

7 

100 

Upper 

Heyford 

7 

7 

100 

Pringf ord 

8 

8 

1 00 

Pritwell 

3 

3 

100 

Kethe 

5 

5 

100 

L  aunt  on 

7 

7 

100 

Noke 

1 

3 

4 

100 

Somerton 

5 

3 

100 

Souldern 

5 

4 

1 

80 

Stoke  Lyne 

5 

5 

100 

Stratton 

Audley 

8 

8 

100 

Totals 

2 

66 

67 

1 

(  10C^0  (ResN 

(  98o48?o(Taps 

The  organisms  causing  the  one  unsatisfactory  sample  were  of  non~faecal  typCo 
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I  am  grateful  to  the  County  Public  Health  Inspector  for  the  follomng 
report  on  ililk  Sampling  <> 


South  Oxfordshire  Area 
Summary  of  tiilk  Sampling,  I968 


Untreated  Mlk 

10  farms  mthin  the  area  are  licensed  by  the  Ministry  of  Agriculture 
and  Fisheries  to  sell  farm  bottled  milk,  ’’untreated’*  o  9  of  these  farms  are 
■within  the  County,  and  the  other  is  in  Bucks,  milk  being  retailed  from  this 
farm  in  the  County  border  villages  of  the  Ploughley  areao 

There  is  also  one  supply  of  goats  milk,  but  this  milk  comes  outside  the 
tiilk  and  Dairies  Regulations^ 

During  the  year  1 1  samples  of  these  milk  supplies  were  submitted  for 
biological  examination  and  120  samples  to  the  brucella  ring  screening  testo 
All  proved  negative  to  brucella  and  bovine  tuberculosis » 

In  addition  28  samples  of  farm  bottled  milk  "were  examined  by  the 
methylene  blue  keeping  quality  test,  and  9  failed  this  testo  Ty/o  samples 
of  goats  milk  proved  satisf actoryo  The  tlinistry  of  Agriculture  and  Fisheries 
are  advised  of  unsatisfactory  samples o 

Heat-  'treated  Ivlilks 

The  County  Council  issue  dealers®  pre-packed  milk  licences,  and  in 
the  area  1  01  such  licences  are  in  operation e  In  addition  three  dairies 
are  licensed  to  pasteurise  milk* 

A  total  of  74  samples  of  pasteurised  milk  Y^rere  taken,  all  of  v/hich 
satisfied  the  phosphatase  test  but  I4  failed  the  methylene  blue  test® 

11  samples  of  sterilised  milk  Y\^ere  also  submitted  for  examination  and  all 
of  these  satisfied  the  prescribed  testo  In  addition  one  sample  of  pa.steurised 
separated  milk  v/as  examined  and  this  proved  satisfactory^  and  as  did  three 
samples  of  ultra  heat  treated  milko 

In  addition  269  samples  of  pasteurised  mnlks  were  talceh  from  the 
pasteurising  dairies o  One  sample  failed  the  phosphatase  test,  10  samples 
failed  the  methylene  blue  test  and  four  were  voido 

32  samples  of  pasteurised  school  milk  supplies  Y/ere  also  submitted c 
These  proved  satisfactory  to  the  phosphatase  test  but  one  was  void  to  the 
methylene  blue  test  and  one  failed  the  testo 
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Food  and  Dru^s 

80  samples  of  milk  were  submitted  for  analysis^,  and  20  samples  for  the 
presence  of  antibiotics*  One  sample  of  separated  milk  was  found  to  be 
incorrectly  described  and  tv/o  samples  of  milk  v/ere  low  in  solids-not-f at . 

In  addition  three  samples  of  cream  were  submitted  for  analysis  ^  one  a  raw 
cream  for  the  presence  of  preservatives  and  antibiotics ^  both  proving 
satisfactory,  and  one  pasteurised  cream  for  compliance  with  the  requirements 
of  a  double  cream  and  this  proved  satisf actoryo 

Bacteriological  Examination  -  Cream 

12  samples  of  cream  v/ere  submitted  for  such  examination^  five  of 
pasteurised  supplies,  all  of  which  proved  satisfactory  and  7  of  cream, 

all  from  the  same  farm.  Lord*  Remnants:  three  of  these  v/ere  satisfactory 
and  four  unsa.tisf actory® 

Dirty  tlilk  Bottle  Complaints 

6  complaints  v/ere  dealt  vd.tho  V/arning  letters  were  issued  in  five 
cases,  and  a  prosecution  talcen  for  the  remaining  one  case;  the  dairy  being 
fined  £20  and  10  guineas  costs® 


23 


lv'[UNIGIPAL  BOROUGH 
OB 

HENLEY-=OH«m^"£ES 


Public  Health  Inspector 
IH  Scott 


Council  Offices  -  Y/est  Hill  House 


Henley-on-Thames 


Tele  2626 


Area  rlE^ILEY-ON-mUIES  IvLB, 
Estimated  Md~Year  Home  Population  10^600 


Males 

Females 

Total 

Legit 

Illegit 

Total 

Legit 

Illegit 

Live  Births 

82 

78 

4 

87 

83 

4 

Stillbirths 

2 

2 

- 

1 

1 

Deaths  of  Infants 

Under  1  year  of  age 

— 

oae 

— 

1 

- 

1 

Under  4  v/eeks  of  age 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Under  1  v/eek  of  age 

~ 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Deaths  (All  Ages) 

84 

68 

Live  Births 

Cmde  rate  per  1 

,000  home  population 

15.9 

Live  Births 


Stillbirths 


Ratio  of  local  adjusted  birth  rate  to 
national  rate 


Rate  per  1  ,000  total  births 

Deaths  of  Infants 

Under  1  year  of  age  Rate  per  1 ,000  live  births 
Perinatal  Mortality  Rate  per  1  ,000  total  births 


i  .01 
17 


6 

17 


Deaths  (All  Ages) 
Deaths  (All  Ages) 


Crude  rate  per  1  ,000  home  population 

Ratio  of  local  adjusted  death  rate  to 
national  rate 


14.3 


0e94 
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BOKUUG-H  UOUr^UiB 


WATER  SUPPLY 


There  were  no  significant  changes  in  the  supply  arrangements  during 
1968,  the  supply  continuing  to  be  from  boreholes  at  G-reys  Road  and  at 
Harpsden,  Treatment  at  both  works  consists  of  chlorination  (into  the  bore¬ 
holes),  partial  softening  by  the  base  exchange  method,  and  "Calgon”  dosing  at  1 
part  per  million. 

Two  complaints  were  received,  by  this  department,  concerning  the 
borough  water  supply  and  these  were  passed  to  the  Water  Board.  The  first  of 
these  referred  to  an  alleged  excess  of  chlorine  in  the  water  and  the  second 
was  from  a  person  who  suspected  that  persistent  bouts  of  sickness,  affecting 
his  family,  were  due  to  the  water  supply.  In  both  cases,  the  complaints 
w^ere  investigated  thoroughly  and  the  quality  of  the  water  was  found  to  be 
perfectly  satisfactory. 

During  the  course  of  improvements  to  dwelling-houses,  it  has  been 
necessary  for  owners,  to  comply  with  Thames  Valley  Water  Board  requirements 
to  provide  separate  service  pipes  instead  of  the  old  communal  pipes,  which 
served  a  number  of  properties.  In  some  cases,  this  requirement  has  not  been 
anticipated  and  the  work  involved  has  not  been  included  in  the  application 
for  improvement  grant.  During  the  year,  the  Council  became  aware  of  two  such 
cases  and,  on  receiving  applications,  resolved  that  grants,  representing 
half  the  cost  of  the  work  be  made  under  the  provisions  of  Section  S6  of 
the  Housing  Act  I964.  condition  attached  to  the  grants,  however  was 
that  the  amount  of  the  grant  should  be  deducted  from  the  figure  on  which 
any  rent  increase  would  be  based. 

With  regard  to  the  supply  itself  I  am  grateful  once  again  to  the 
Chief  Engineer  of  the  Thames  Valley  Water  Board  for  supplying  me  with  the 
following  information: 

Samples,  as  detailed  below,  were  collected  during  the  year  for 
examination  in  the  Board’s  laboratory  - 

Greys  Road  Works,  Hard  Water  Chlorinated . .  25 


"  "  ”  Blended  ”  ”  .  25 

Harpsden  Works ,  Hard  Water  ”  . . . 24 

”  ”  Blended  "  ”  . . 25 

Badgemore  Reservoir . 2 

Mays  Green  Reservoir  . . .  3 

Tap  Samples  .  9 


All  samples  proved  to  be  of  a  very  satisfactory  standard  of 
bacterial  purity,  with  the  exception  of  one  dipped  from  Badgemore 
Reservoir,  which  was  slightly  below  the  highest  standard. 

Typical  chemical  analyses  are  given  in  the  following  table,  which 
includes  information  on  the  natural  fluoride  content  of  the  supply  - 
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HENLEY-ON-THAMES  BOROUGH  COUNCIL 


CHEMICAL  ANALYSES 


GREYS  road  works 

HARPSDEN 

I 

i 

Hard  Water 

Blended 

Hard  Water 

Appearance 

Clear  and 

Clear  and 

Clear  and 

1 

1 

bright 

bright 

bright 

j  Colour 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

1  Odour 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

1  Turbidity 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

pH 

7-05 

7.05 

7.05 

Free  CO2 

40 

40 

55 

Free  NH3  (N) 

0.000 

0.000 

0.000 

Alb.NH3  (n) 

0.005 

0.005 

0.005 

Nitrite  (N) 

Absent 

Absent 

Absent 

O.A.h  hrs.  at  27°C 

0.01 

0.01 

0-02 

Iron 

0.01 

0.01 

0.01 

Other  Metals 

Absent 

Absent 

Absent 

Alkalinity  (CaCOz) 

270 

270 

265 

Chlorides  (Cl) 

12,0 

12.1 

13-3 

j  Sulphate  (SO4) 

9- 

8. 

6. 

Nitrate  (N) 

5.5 

5-5 

5.5 

Total  Hardness 

(CaC03) 

300 

150 

300 

Total  Solids 

340 

340 

330 

Calcium  (Ca) 

119 

51 .5 

119 

Magnesium  (by 

difference)  (Mg) 

1 

0.5 

1 

Sodium  (Na) 

10 

88 

10 

Potassium  (K^ 

1  .2 

1  .0 

1 .3 

Silica  (Si02) 

22 

22 

23 

1  Phosphate  (PO4) 

0.08 

e  0,09 

0.05 

!  Natural  Fluoride 

less 

less 

less 

than 

than 

than 

0.1 

0.1 

0.1 

Elect,  conductivity 

520 

520 

520 

Results  expressed  in  p.p.m,  where  appropriate. 


Blended 

Clear  and 
bright 
Nil 
Nil 
Nil 
7.05 
35 

0.000 

0.005 

Nil 

0.015 

Absent 

265 

13. A 

6 . 

5.5 

1A5 

335 

57.5 

0.5 
81 
1  .0 
23 

0.05 

less 

than 

0.1 

520 
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HENLEY-ON-THAMES  BOROUGH  COUIMCIL 


SEWERAGE  AND  SEWAGE  DISPOSAL 

Y^fork  continued  during  the  year  on  the  extensions  to  the  Marlow  Road 
disposal  works.  Progress  was  made  on  the  provision  of  additional 
sedimentation  and  humus  tanks,  the  improvement  of  sludge  disgestion  tanks 
the  provision  of  additional  sludge  drying  beds  and  the  installation  of 
sludge  lifting  equipment. 

The  new  sewer,  from  Rotherfield  Road  to  Reading  Road  was  completed 
and  one  of  the  older  private  sewers  was  adopted  by  the  Council. 

When  trouble  occurs  in  private  sewers,  the  necessary  abatement  action 
can  be  terribly  involved.  As  can  be  readily  understood,  those  who  are 
directly  affected  by  the  trouble  clamour  for  action  v/hile  many  of  the  others, 
who  share  responsibility  for  the  sewer,  ”do  not  wish  to  know”.  Certain 
shortcomings  in  the  relevant  legislation  made  it  difficult  to  deal  with  one 
problem,  which  occurred  during  the  year,  as  expeditiously  as  was  desirable 
and  the  incident  confirmed  the  need  to  ensure  at  the  planning  stage  that 
all  possible  steps  are  taken  to  facilitate  the  adoption  of  sewers  at  an 
early  date,  after  completion. 

Two  dwelling-houses,  previously  served  by  septic  tanks,  were  con¬ 
nected  to  a  sewer  during  the  year.  There  now  remain,  it  is  believed  only 
a  few  caravans  and  75  houses  which  have  no  connection  to  a  sewer, 

Im  times  of  very  severe  rainfall  trouble  has  been  experienced,  in 
certain  parts  of  the  town,  due  to  the  apparent  inadequacy  of  the  surface 
water  drainage.  At  the  end  of  the  year,  the  Council  had  resolved  that  this 
matter  should  be  placed  high  on  their  list  of  priorities. 


HOUSING 


HOUSING  PROVIDED 

During  the  year,  the  following  accommodation  was  provided:- 


(a)  New  houses  built  by  local  authority . .,,..20 

(b)  New  houses  built  by  private  persons  . 82 


COUNCIL  HOUSING  LIST 


The  list  contained,  at  the  end  of  the  year  a  total  of  263 
applicants . 
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HENIiEY-ON-THAMES  BOROUG-H  COUNCIL 


HOUSING  ACTS  1957/61  &  PUBLIC  HEALTH  ACTS  1956/61 

(a)  Slum  Clearance 

(i)  An  area  in  Greys  Hill  was  reported  to  the  Housing  Committee 

as  a  possible  site  for  re -development <,  The  matter  was  not  pursued, 
however,  and  unfit  houses  in  the  area  will  be  dealt  with 
nrvi ividually.  Redevelopment  by  the  owner  is  still  a  distinct 
possibility, 

(ii)  4  houses  were  considered  by  the  Council  to  be  unfit  for  human 
habitation  and  not  capable  of  being  rendered  so  fit  at  reasonable 
expense.  Two  of  these  properties  were  un-occupied  and  the  owner 
gave  an  undertaking  that  they  would  not  be  re-let  until  they  had 
been  made  fit.  Closing  Orders  were  made  in  respect  of  the  other 
two  houses  and,  by  the  end  of  the  year  the  occupant,  of  one  of 
these  had  been  re-housed. 

(iii) On  receiving  a  report  that  a  certain  house  had  been  extensively 
repaired  and  improved  the  Council  cancelled  an  undertaking  given 
previously  by  the  owner,  that  the  house  would  not  be  used  for  human 
habitation. 

(iv)  The  criteria  by  which  a  house  is  judged  to  be  fit  or  unfit 
are  set  out  in  the  Housing  Act  1957.  The  Government  believe  that 
these  criteria  are  in  the  main  still  the  right  ones,  but,  as  was 
pointed  out  in  the  Denington  Report,  an  important  contributing 
factor  making  for  an  unfit  house  may  be  that  it  has  a  very  bad 
internal  layout;  for  example,  a  W.C.  opening  directly  from  the 
living-room  or  kitchen,  and  narrow,  steep  or  winding  staircases.  The 
Govemnient  propose  therefore  to  add  the  internal  arrangement  of  a 
house  to  the  list  of  criteria  (Para  41  ’’Old  Houses  into  New  Homes”, 
Comnd.3602) . 

(b)  Housing  Repairs 

(i)  9  complaints  concerning  housing  defects  were  received  and 
these  resulted  in  the  issue  of  3  statutory  and  I8  informal  notices. 

(ii)  Reference  is  made  in  ”01d  Houses  Into  New  Homes”  (White  Paper 
Comnd  3602),  to  the  Government’s  proposal  that  the  powers  of 
authorities  to  secure  the  repair  of  houses  should  be  exerciseable 
not  only  as  at  present,  where  the  house  has  become  unfit,  but 
wherever  there  is  serious  disrepair,  and  that  the  work  required 
should  be  what  is  reasonable  having  regard  to  the  age,  character 
and  location  of  the  houses . 
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HENLEY-ON-THAKffiS  BOROUGH  COUNCIL 


(c)  Houses  in  Multiple  Occupation 

(i)  A  change  of  ownership  resulted  in  improvements  being 
carried  out  at  a  property  which  had  been  one  of  those  causing 
greatest  concern  amongst  houses  in  this  category  in  the  Borough. 

(ii)  At  present,  local  authorities  have  to  wait  until  the 
multiple  occupation  of  a  house  is  established  before  they  can  do 
anything  to  regulate  the  conditions  relating  to  the  house. 

Proposals  have  been  announced  by  the  Covernment ,  however,  (in  the 
White  Paper  referred  to  earlier)  to  make  available  powers  to 
regulate  the  conditions  in  which  multiple  occupation  may  be 
established,  or  to  prevent  it. 

RENT  ACTS  1957  196$  and  1968 

(i)  The  Rent  Act  1968,  which  came  into  force  on  8th  June  1968, 
is  one  of  the  largest  consolidating  Acts  there  has  ever  been.  It 
consolidates  all  or  part  of  24  different  Acts  dealing  with  rent 
and  12  of  these  are  totally  repealed. 

(ii)  Repairs  were  carried  out  to  one  property  as  a  result  of 
action,  under  the  Rent  Act,  being  instituted  by  the  tenant. 

Tenants,  however,  make  very  little  use  of  these  provisions,  and  it 
seems  likely  that  much  more  interest  will  be  shown,  by  landlords, 

in  proposals  which  are  set  out  in  ’’Old  Houses  Into  New  Homes”  (Comnd 
3602).  The  most  significant  of  the  proposed  changes  in  rent  law  is 
that  where  a  house  let  on  a  controlled  tenancy  is  certified  by  the 
local  authority  as  being  in  the  required  state ,  the  tenancy  should 
become  a  regulated  one  and  the  rent  should  be  determined  under 
Part  II  of  the  Rent  Act  I965.  To  be  in  a  ’’required  state”  a 
house  would  normally  need  to  have  at  least  the  basic  amenities  -»  an 
indoor  lavatory,  a  fixed  bath,  a  wash-basin,  a  hot  and  cold  water 
system  and  a  sink  »  and  to  be  in  good  repair.  It  is  to  be  noted, 
however,  that  even  where  a  rent  increase  becomes  permissible  it 
will  have  to  be  phased  over  a  period. 

(iii)  Furnished  housing  accommodation  is  now  controlled  by  the 
Rent  Act  1968,  the  Furnished  Houses  (Rent  Control)  Act  1946  having 
been  repealed.  Although  rents  for  this  type  of  accommodation  remain 
very  high,  none  was  referred  to  the  Rent  Tribunal. 

(iv)  3  complaints  of  harassment  were  dealt  with  during  the  year. 

Two  of  these  were  dealt  with  informally,  the  outcome  being  sat¬ 
isfactory,  while  the  third,  after  being  considered  by  the  Council 
was  referred  to  the  Council’s  solicitors.  In  due  course,  however, 
the  Council  resolved  that  no  further  action  be  taken  in  this 
matter. 
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HOUSING  (FINANCIAL  PROVISIONS')  ACT  1958 

HOUSE  PURCHASE  AND  HOUSING  ACT  1959 

HOUSING  ACTS  1 96I  &  I964 


Improvement  Grants 

I  am  grateful  to  the  Borough  Surveyor,  in  whose  department  Improvement  G-rants 
are  administered,  for  allowing  me  access  to  his  register,  thereby  enabling  me 
to  compile  the  following  statistics 


Standard  G-rants 

Discretionary  G-rants 

Owner- 

Tenan- 

Total 

Owner- 

Tenan- 

Total 

Occupied 

ted 

Occupied 

ted 

i 

1 

Applications  received 

2 

1 

3 

12 

16 

28 

"  app  roved 

2 

1 

3 

12 

16 

28 

Amounts  of  G-rants 

approved 

£505 

£90 

£595 

£3600 

£4334 

£7934 

"  "  "  paid 

£130 

£90 

£220 

£L355 

£3708 

£8063 

Of  the  applications  which  were  approved  in  respect  of  tenanted 
properties,  12  related  to  properties  situated  within  Improvement  Areas  and 
one  of  the  remaining  five  involved  a  dwelling-house  which  although  not  in 
an  Improvement  Area,  had  been  the  subject  of  action  under  the  Housing  Act  19^4. 

In  the  case  of  applications  relating  to  owner- occupied  properties, 
seven  involved  dwelling-houses  which  are  situated  within  Improvement  Areas. 
Although  the  compulsory  powers  do  not  apply  to  such  properties,  there  seems 
little  doubt  that  owner-occupiers,  in  many  cases,  are  persuaded  to  carry  out 
improvements  by  the  knowledge  that  tenanted  houses,  around  them,  are  being  so 
improved. 

Compulsory  Improvements 

1,  The  G-ovemment’s  White  Paper  ’’Old  Houses  Into  New  Homes"  (Comnd 
3602) ,  published  during  the  year,  contained  proposals  to  repeal  the 
improvement  area  provisions  of  the  Housing  Act  I964.  The  following  three 
paragraphs,  from  the  White  Paper,  indicate  what  is  proposed  in  their  place: - 
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"11,  The  Government  want  local  authorities  to  direct  their  main 
efforts  in  future  to  the  improvement  of  whole  areas,  not  just  individual 
houses  -  though  grants  for  improving  individual  houses  will  be  continued 
and  will  be  used  in  area  improvement.  The  powers  in  Part  II  of  the 
Housing  Act  19^4,  do  not  really  enable  an  authority  to  improve  an  area 
as  a  whole*  and  they  have  been  found  cumbersome  in  practice.  The  Government 
propose  therefore  to  repeal  them  and  to  put  in  their  place  a  procedure 
and  powers  on  the  following  lines, 

12.  Local  authorities  should  have  power  to  declare  General 
Improvement  Areas.  The  aim  in  these  areas  would  be  to  help  and  persuade 
owners  to  improve  their  houses,  and  to  help  them  also  by  improving  the 
environment.  Authorities  would  be  able  to  buy  land  and  buildings  and 
carry  out  work  for  this  purpose.  They  would  also  have  power  to  buy 
houses  for  improvement  and  conversion  and  to  buy  houses  which  were  unfit 
and  which  stood  in  the  way  of  the  improvement  of  the  whole  area, 

13.  The  success  of  area  improvement  will  depend  on  local  authorities 
securing  the  co-operation  of  householders  in  improving  their  houses  with 
grants.  In  the  Government's  view  the  voluntary  principle  must  be  the 
guiding  one,  although  powers  of  compulsoiy  purchase  would  be  available. 

It  is  essential  that  the  wishes  and  needs  of  people  in  the  area  should  be 
fully  considered,  and  that  the  authority's  plans  for  the  area  should  be 
fully  explained.  For  this  reason,  and  to  avoid  delay,  it  is  not  proposed 
that  the  declaration  of  the  area  and  the  plans  for  it  should  be  formally 
submitted  to  the  Minister  or  Secretary  of  State  for  inquiry  and  approval. 

What  is  needed  at  this  stage  is  informality  of  approach  and  good  public 
relations  and  consultation:  there  must  be  flexibility  in  the  authority’s 
plans.  The  time  for  appeal  and  inquiiy  would  be  later  when  an  individual’s 
interests  were  affected.  The  better  the  e3q)lanation  and  consultation 
the  less  often  will  this  have  to  happen.” 

For  many  years  local  authorities  bemoaned  the  fact  that  landlords 
would  not  avail  themselves  of  the  grants  which  were  available  for  the 
improvement  of  tenanted  dwelling-houses.  Local  authority  officials 
proclaimed  that  what  was  required  was  the  power  to  compel  landlords  to 
carry  out  the  necessary  improvements  and,  eventually,  these  powers  were 
made  available  under  the  Housing  Act  I964. 

Unfortunately,  it  is  now  felt  that  these  powers  are  difficult  and 
r^urabersome  to  operate  and  that  they  should,  therefore,  be  repealed  in 
favour  of  proposals  which  represent,  virtually,  the  old  position  -  a 
retrograde  step,  if  ever  there  was  one.  There  is  no  doubt  that  the 
Housing  Act  19^4  powers  coiald  and,  perhaps,  should  be  streamlined.  This, 
however,  is  no  excuse  for  those  local  authorities  who  have  not  even 
attempted  to  use  the  powers  given  to  them.  It  would,  perhaps,  have  been 
more  appropriate  if  some  pressure  had  been  brought  to  bear  on  the 
defaulting  authorities.  Certainly,  such  a  proposal  would  have  met  with 
a  better  reception  in  some  quarters  than  have  the  White  Paper’s  proposals. 
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2 .  No  further  Improvement  Areas  were  declared  during  the 
year.  The  administrative  work  involved  in  dealing  with  such  areas  is 
as  has  been  said,  considerable,  and  it  was  felt  that  the  declaration 
of  a  further  area  might  affect,  adversely,  the  supervision  required  to 
ensure  satisfactory  progress  in  the  other  areas, 

3.  In  the  existing  Improvement  Areas,  the  following  progress 
was  noted: - 

G-range ,  G-rove,  Park  and  Marmion  Roads  Improvement  Area 

(a)  Tenanted  houses  - 

3  houses  -  improvement  works  completed;  grants  paid, 

A  houses  -  plans  being  prepared  for  submission  to  Council. 

(b)  Owner-occupied  houses  - 

1  house  -  improvement  works  completed;  grant  paid, 

1  house  -  improvement  works  commenced. 

Albert  Road  Impr ovement  Area 

(a)  Tenanted  houses  - 

1  house  -  improvement  works  completed-  grant  paid. 

A  houses  -  platB  being  prepared  for  submission  to  Council, 

(b)  Owner-occupied  houses  - 
No  change. 

King^s,  York  and  Clarence  Roads  Improvement  Area 

(a)  Tenanted  houses  - 

A  houses  -  improvement  works  completed;  grants  paid. 

(b)  Owner-occupied  houses  - 

5  houses  -  improvement  works  completed;  grants  paid. 

Note:-  Two  of  these  houses  were  tenanted  at  the  time 
of  the  original  survey. 

Reading  Road/Harpsden  Road  Area  Improvement  Area 

(a)  Tenanted  houses  - 

6  houses  -  improvement  works  completed;  grants  paid. 

1  house  -  improvement  works  completed;  grant  not  applied  for, 

3  houses  -  plans  submitted;  grants  approved. 

1  house  -  sold;  owner- occupied  carried  out  necessary  improvements. 
A  houses  -  improvement  notices  (formal)  served. 

2  houses  -  suspended  improvement  notices  (formal)  served. 
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(b)  Omer-occupied  houses  == 

2  houses  “=  improvement  works  completed;  grants  paid® 


4o  In  last  yearns  report^  reference  was  ma,d.e  to  four  tenanted 
properties^  not  included  in  Improvement  Areas ^  which  had  been  the  subject  of 
action  under  the  Housing  Act^  I964®  Progress  in  relation  to  these  has  beens 


1  house 
1  house 
1  house 

1  house 


-  improvements  almost  complete® 

~  improvement  carried  out;  grant  paid^ 

-  legal  difficulties  relating  to  the  ovnership  delayed 
progress  and  plans  have  not  yet  been  prepared® 

»  sold  to  Borough  CounciH  to  be  improved. 


No  further  representations  have  been  made  to  the  Council  under  this 
Section  of  the  Act® 


SITES  AMD  CCNTROL  OF  SjiVjlLOPMSNT  ACT  i960 

caiihVan  sites  act  1368 


1 

M 


4  «  «  4  «  ^ 


^  <Si  9 


1 
1 
NIL 


e  0  ft  ^  ®  ®  ^ 


89*^ 


( 


2) 


Number  of  ne?/  licenees>  issued  (individual  caravans) 

Number  of  licences  expired^  renewal  not  required  ® 

Number  of  licences  renewed  ®  ® ®  ® ®  ®  ®  ® ® . 

Total  momber  of  licences  in  force  at  31st  December  I968 
Total,  number  of  caravans  permitted  at  31st  December  I968 

’‘‘One  licence  (for  one  caravan)  to  be  renev/ed^ 
not  included  inihese  figures® 

« 

Only  one  nev?  licence  Vvas  issued  and  this  ms  for  an  individual  canavan 
to  be  placed  in  the  rear  garden  of  a  residential  property.,  Unfort- 
unatelyq  the  position  chosen  for  the  care. van  meant  that  it  Wcis  in 
closer  proximity  to  the  houses  of  neighbours  than  to  the  house  be-^ 
longing  to  the  li  censee^  and  this  ga^verase  to  some  complaints®  Since^ 
howeverq  planning  consent  had  been  given  in  respect  of  the  actual  area, 
on  which  the  caravan  would  stand  (as  distinct  from  the  garden  as  a 
Y/hole)^;  the  Council^  as  licensing  authority  could  merely  require  that 
the  site  be  suitably  screened® 

(3)  The  Caravan  Sites  Act  I968  came  into  force^  except  for  Part  II,,  in 
August  1968* 

Part  II  deal.s  with  &ipsy  Encampments  and  is  of  little  signigicance  so 
far  as  the  Borough  is  concerned®  Part  however,  deals  Yn.th  pro¬ 
visions  for  protection  of  resid.ential  occupiers  of  caravans®  The 
provisions  deal  v/ith  security  of  tenancy,  prohibition  of  harassment  etc 
and  correspond,  broadly,  to  the  protection  given  Id  residential 
occupiers  of  permanent  dwellings,  under  the  Rent  Act® 
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FOOD  AND  DRUGS 

FOOD  AND  DRUGS  AC  1955 
Registration  of  Premises  (Section  16) 


T 


Registration  for 

I 

Sale 

Manufacture 

Manufacture  of 

of 

of 

Sausages  or 

Ice-Cream 

Ice-Cream 

Preserved  Food 

Number  of  applications  considered 

1 

6 

'  Number  of  applications  refused 

— 

Number  of  applications  approved 

1 

— 

6 

Number  now  on  register 

44 

1 

26 

NOTE  -  The  premises  registered  for  the  manufacture  of 

ice-cream  have  not  been  so  used  during  the  year. 


Food  Inspection 

(1)  Routj^^^  ■inspection  -  The  general  quality  of  food  displayed 
for  sale  in  shops  was  found  to  be  good. 

(2)  Complaints  -  21  complaints,  concerning  foodstuffs,  were 
received  in  the  department  during  the  year.  They  related 
to:- 


Tinned  Food . 3 

Meat  &  meat  products  .  2 

Vegetables  .  2 

Foreign  bodies  in  food  . .  12 

Milk  &  milk  products  .  2 


The  ’’foreign  body”  complaints  ranged  from  a  nail  in  a  packet  of  dates 
to  a  beetle  in  a  carton  of  yogurt.  Eight  of  these  requests  were  dealt  with 
informally,  at  the  request  of  the  respective  complainants,  while  in  the  other 
4  cases,  the  complaints  were  referred  to  the  Food  and  Drugs  Authority 
(Oxfordshire  County  Council)  for  formal  action.  These  four  cases  resulted  in 
the  issue  of  cautions;  Section  2  prosecutions  (food  sold,  to  the  prejudice 
of  the  purchaser,  which  is  not  of  the  substance  demanded)  were  ruled  out  in 
two  cases  because  of  (1 )  a  reluctance  on  the  part  of  the  complainant  to  give 
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evidence  in  court  and  (2)  the  fact  that  the  importer  had  a  warranty 
which  he  might  have  used  successfully  as  a  defence, 

NOTE  ~  The  fact  that  a  warranty  can  be  used  as  a  defence 

in  a  Section  2  prosecution  represents  in  the  opinion 
of  many  people,  a  weakness  in  the  legislation  the 
point  being  that  Section  2  of  the  Act  creats  an 
absolute  offence  for  which  someone  should  be  convicted. 
In  the  case  of  home  produced  food,  proceedings  can  be 
instituted  against  the  warrantor  (where  the  local 
authority  is  "reasonably  satisfied  that  the  offence  of 
which  complaint  is  made  was  due  to  an  act  or  default" 
of  the  warrantor)  but  in  the  case  of  imported  food 
the  warrantor,  being  foreign  cannot  be  prosecuted, 

(5)  Voluntary  Surrender  -  The  following  foodstuffs  were  voluntarily 
surrendered  certified  as  unfit  for  human  consumption  and  duly 
disposed  of:»= 


Frozen  Foods  2255  lbs 

Tinned  Foods  . . . . . 1195  lbs 

Meat  . . 103  lbs 

Fruit  . . 50  lbs 

Miscellaneous  Foodstuffs  .................  783  lbs 


4686  lbs 


(4)  Adulteration  of  Food  -  Routine  sampling,  under  Section  2  of  the 
Act,  is  the  responsibility  of  the  Food  and  Drugs  Authority  and 
I  am  grateful,  once  again,  to  the  Chief  Weights  and  Measures 
Inspector  of  the  County  Council  for  letting  me  have  the 
following  information: - 

During  the  year  ended  31st  March  1968.  21  samples  were 
taken  and  submitted  for  analysis.  All  proved  to  be 
satisfactory. 

(5)  Control  of  Milk  (including  cream)  Supplies 

(^)  The  Milk  and  Dairies  (General)  Regulations  1 95 9 

(i)  At  the  end  of  the  year  there  were  on  the  register  - 

20  persons  registered  as  distributors  of  milk  and 
2  premises  registered  as  dairies. 

(ii)  During  the  year  a  check  was  kept  on  the  quality  of  the 
fresh  cream  being  sold  in  the  borough  and  for  this 
purpose,  samples  were  submitted  to  the  Public  Health 
Laboratory,  R.eading  for  bacteriological  examination. 
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Although  no  bacteriological  standard  for  cream  has 
been  prescribed  by  law,  the  Public  Health  Laboratory  Service 
has  produced  a  provisional  standard  and  on  the  basis  of  this 
standard,  creams  are  graded  as  ’’Satisfactory”,  ’’Fairly 
Satisfactory”  or  ’’Unsatisfactory”. 

The  use  of  such  a  standard  means  that  all  samples 
submitted  to  the  public  health  laboratory  are  judged  in  a 
uniform  manner  and  the  possibility  of  different  inter¬ 
pretations  being  placed  upon  similar  reports  does  not  arise. 

The  grading  given  to  any  cream  reflects  the 
bacteriologist’s  assessment  (using  the  standard  referred  to 
above)  of  the  results  of  his  examination.  An  ’’Unsatisfactory” 
grading  does  not,  in  itself,  mean  that  the  cream  concerned  is 
dangerous  to  health.  The  essence  of  public  health  work, 
however,  is  prevention  and  this  is  why,  in  some  cases,  the 
bacteriologist  deems  it  necessary  to  describe  a  cream  as 
’’Unsatisfactory”  even  though  a  positive  danger  to  health 
cannot  be  demonstrated. 

During  the  year,  a  total  of  1^2  samples  (including  13 
by  the  County  Council)  of  fresh  cream  were  submitted  for 
bacteriological  examination  and  the  results  were  as  follows: 


Provisional  Crade 

Raw 

Cream 

Pasteurised 

Cream 

Total 

Satisfactory 

5 

10 

15 

Fairl-  Satisfactory 

4 

4 

8 

Unsat isf acto  ry 

13 

6 

19 

22 

20 

42 

All  the  samples  of  raw  cream  v/ere  from  the  same 
source  -  a  dairy  in  another  County.  Copies  of  the  reports 
were  sent  to  the  dairy  and  to  the  local  authority  of  the 
district  concerned  and,  it  is  pleasing  to  report  a 
considerable  improvement  in  the  results  was  noted  towards 
the  end  of  the  year. 
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Most  of  the  unsatisfactory  results  in  respect  of 
pasteurised  cream  relate  to  the  cream  from  one  particular 
dairy  -  again,  although  not  the  same  dairy,  in  another  County. 
Although  results  at  the  end  of  the  year  were  still  unsatis¬ 
factory,  there  are  hopes  that  the  proposed  utilisation  of 
new  plant  will  result  in  improvement. 

One  sample  of  raw  cream  was  submitted,  by  the  County 
Health  Officer,  for  biological  examination  and  was  found 
to  be  free  of  Brucella  abortus  and  bovine  tuberculosis.  No 
raw  milk  is  sold  in  the  Borough, 

Tov/ards  the  end  of  the  year,  the  Borough  Council  con¬ 
sidered  a  report  on  a  dirty  milk  bottle  in  which  milk  had  been 
sold  to  a  customer  in  the  borough.  The  analyst’s  report  stated 
that  the  stain  on  the  bottle  consisted  of  iron  oxide  and  that  the 
bottle  had,  apparently,  contained  rusty  water,  some  of  the  rust 
having  adhered  to  the  sides  of  the  bottle  and  having  resisted 
the  normal  washing  process  at  the  dairy.  The  Council  resolved 
that  the  daiiy  company  be  (i )  advised  of  the  serious  view  taken 
of  this  matter  and  (2)  warned  that  proceedings  will  be 
instituted  in  the  event  of  any  further  incidents  of  this  nature 
being  reported  to  them. 

(b)  Milk  (Special  Designations)  Regulations  19^3 

The  following  information  has  been  received  from  the 
County  Public  Health  Officer  to  whom  I  am  grateful: - 

(i)  1^2  samples  of  pasteurised  milk  were  submitted 
for  testing.  All  of  these  passed  the  phosphatase 
test  but  6  failed  the  methylene  blue  test, 

(ii)  2  samples  of  Ultra  Heat  Treated  milk  and 
1  sample  of  sterilised  milk  passed  the 
appropriate  tests. 

(c)  Other  control  measures 


The  County  Public  Health  Officer,  reporting  further  on  his  work, 
states  - 


13  samples  of  milk  were  submitted  for  analysis 
and  all  proved  satisfactory.  2  samples  of 
cream  were  also  analysed  and  both  complied 
with  the  requirements  of  Food  Standards 
(Cream)  Order,  1951. 
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( 6 )  The  L iquid  Egg  ( P^t eurisation)  Regulations  19^3 

There  are  no  liquid  egg  pasteurisation  plants  in  the 
Borough  and  no  samples  of  liquid  egg  were  tested, 
(information  required  by  the  Department  of  Health  and 
Social  Security) . 

(7)  Ice- Cream  (Heat  Treatment  etc^)  Regulations  1959 

Two  samples  of  unwrapped  ice-cream  were  submitted  to 
the  Public  Health  Laboratory  for  bacteriological  exam¬ 
ination.  The  result  in  one  case  was  satisfactory  and 
in  the  other,  unsatisfactory.  In  the  latter,  the  ice¬ 
cream  was  from  an  ice-cream  vehicle  and  although  it  is 
unwise  to  pay  too  much  attention  to  the  bacteriological 
result  produced  by  any  single  sample,  it  is  fair  to  say 
that,  in  this  case,  the  result  reflected,  accurately,  the 
unhygienic  conditions  and  unsatisfactory  handling  methods 
which  have  been  seen  in  the  vehicle.  Fortunately,  however 
this  vehicle  ceased  to  operate  soon  afterwards  -  a 
coincidence  perhaps J 

(8)  Poultry  Inspection 

There  are  no  poultry  processing  premises  within  the 
Borough  (information  required  by  the  Department  of  Health 
&  Social  Security) . 

Drugs 

For  economic  reasons,  no  samples  of  drugs  were  taken,  from 
shops  in  the  Borough,  by  the  County  Public  Health  Officer. 
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FOOD  HYGIERS  (GENERAL)  REGULATIONS  1 96O 

(a)  Inspections,  Notices  and  Prosecutions. 


Type  of  Food  Premises 

Number  i 

Number  of 
Inspections  \ 

Food  Shops  (including  dairies  and 
bakehouses) 

84 

137 

Licensed  Premises  (including  clubs) 

49 

49 

Restaurants  and  Cafes 

13 

20 

Miscellaneous  (Canteens  etc.) 

1 8 

10 

TOTAL 

164 

216  j 

Total  number  of  informal  notices  ,40 

Total  number  of  prosecutions  . .  1 

( b )  Regulations  and  1 9 

The  following  table  includes  information  which  is  required  by 
the  Department  of  Health  and  Social  Security^  The  regulations 
relate  to  ’’wash-hand  basins”  and  ’’facilities  for  washing  food 
and  equipment”  respect ively:~ 


!  Types  of  Food  Premises 

Number 

Number  comply¬ 
ing  with  Reg. 

1 6 

Reg,1 9 
Applic¬ 
able 

Number  comply-  | 
ing  with  Reg,  1 

19  j 

Food  shops  (including 
dairies  and  bakehouses) 

84 

84 

50 

1 

50 

... 

Licensed  Premises 

49 

49 

46 

46  j 

Restaurants  &  Cafes 

13 

. -  .. 

13 

13 

_ j 

Miscellaneous  (Canteens 

etc. ) 

18 

18 

1 8  i 

18 
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(c)  Food  Shops 

There  is  little  doubt  that  last  year’s  prosecutions  had  a  marked 
effect  on  the  majority  of  those  food  traders,  who  had,  previously, 
tended  to  be  rather  lax  in  the  attention  which  they  gave  to 
compliance  with  food  hygiene  requirements.  Even  so,  however,  it 
was  necessary  to  institute  proceedings  in  a  case  where,  despite 
several  warnings,  a  number  of  contraventions  were  found.  In  this 
case,  seven  informations  were  laid,  pleas  o^  guilty  were  submitted 
and  the  following  are  details  of  the  fines  imposed: - 


Clean  towel  not  provided . . . .£15 

No  towel^  soap  or  suitable  nailbrush  ...,.....,£15 

Dirty  wash-hand  basin  . . . . £25 

”  ”  ”  ”  . £25 

No  antiseptic  for  first-aid  treatment  . £  5 

Floor  of  food  room  not  kept  clean . £10 

!f  tf  tt  t»  ft  t!  fl  ^10 


Total  £105 


From  time  to  time,  there  is  raised  the  question  of  whether  dogs 
should  be  excluded  from  food  shops.  In  the  view  of  the  Minister 
of  Health  (according  to  Ministry  of  Health  Circular  25/68),  a 
legal  ban  is  not  necessary,  although  it  is  desirable  that  dogs 
should  be  kept  out  of  food  premises.  The  Food  Hygiene  Regulations 
require  food  traders  to  ’’take  all  such  steps  as  may  be  reasonably 
necessary  to  protect  the  food  from  risk  of  contamination”  and  not 
to  place  food  so  as  ”to  involve  any  risk  of  contamination”:  the 
Minister  considers,  therefore,  that  additional  legislation  is  not 
necessary.  He  feels,  however,  that  traders  should  be  encouraged  to 
display  a  notice  requesting  customers  not  to  bring  dogs  into  the 
premises.  Such  a  notice  is  already  displayed  in  a  number  of  Henley 
shops. 


Flying  insects  can  be  a  serious  nuisance  in  even  the  cleanest 
food  establishment  and  the  problem  does  not  end  with  their  death 
because  a  dead  insect  is  no  more  welcome  in  food  than  is  a  live 
specimen.  It  was  with  interest,  therefore,  that  the  introduction 
of  a  new  device  was  noted  in  one  food  shop.  This  attracts  flying 
insects  by  means  of  bright  light  and,  having  done  so  kills  them 
by  electrocution,  the  bodies  being  caught  in  a  tray.  It  is  hoped 
that  the  obvious  theoretical  advantages  of  such  a  method  of  insect 
control  will  be  proved,  in  practice. 
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Licensed  Premises 


These  premises  continued  to  improve  although  in  one  case 
conditions  reached  a  very  low  level  before  the  need  for  improve¬ 
ment  was  realised  by  those  concerned.  Premises  vary  considerably 
of  course  and  the  standards  which  one  finds  in  the  more  modern 
premises  cannot  reasonably  be  expected  in  the  older  establishments. 


A  check  was  made  on  the  types  of  pourer  being  used  in  bars  on 
bottles  containing  fruit  squash  or  cordial.  These  drinks,  of  course, 
are  acidic  and  the  use  of  the  metal  pourers  with  such  drinks 
represents  a  potential  danger.  The  risk  of  metal  poisoning  can  be 
eliminated  by  the  use  of  pourers  having  plastic  stems  and  it  was 
pleasing  to  find  that  these  were  in  general  use  throughout  the  town. 


As  a  gesture  of  thanks  to  Public  Health  Inspectors  for  the 
co-operation  they  gave  during  a  survey  of  the  Hong  Kong  Chinese 
community  i^  this  country,  the  Hong  Kong  G-ovemment  Office 
provided  and  made  available,  to  all  who  wished  copies  a  Chinese 
translation  of  the  Food  Hygiene  (General)  Regulations  19^0.  There 
are  occasions  when  this  translation  could  be  extremely  useful  and 
a  copy  has  been  obtained  for  retention  by  the  department,  to  be 
produced  when  necessary. 

( e )  Restaurants,  Cafes  etc.  (Non-licensed) 

Once  again,  it  is  pleasing  to  report  that  progress  is  being  made. 
Standards  are  not  yet  completely  satisfactory  but  when  proprietors 
admit  this  and  appear  to  be  striving  for  better  conditions  one  is 
encouraged. 

(f)  Food  Hygiene  -  Education 

Every  opportunity  is  taken,  during  the  course  of  inspections  to 
advise  food  handlers  on  matters  relating  to  food  hygiene  ~  where 
this  appears  to  be  necessary.  This  is  hardly  sufficient  howevR'*' 
and  it  is  unfortunate  that  firms  do  not  play  a  greater  part  ii  the 
education  of  their  staff.  Perhaps  they  would  feel  compelled  to  ao 
so  if  more  customers  would  complain  when  they  see  examples  of  poor 
food  hygiene. 

One  housewife  did  complain  to  this  Department  during  the  year. 
Her  complaint  was  that  she  was  unable  to  buy  sliced  cooked  meat 
from  any  shop  in  Henley,  because  of  the  unhygienic  way  in  which 
it  was  handled  by  the  staff.  It  did  seem  that  the  complaint  in 
its  reference  to  all  shops,  might  be  somewhat  exaggerated  but,  to 
my  dismay,  I  found,  on  a  discreet  survey,  that  the  complaint  was 
justified.  In  some  cases,  staff  were  obviously  new  and  unenlightened 
and,  in  other  cases,  the  personnel  concerned  would  have  acted 
differently  had  they  been  aware  that  they  were  under  scrutiny.  In 
neither  of  these  cases,  however,  is  there  any  excuse  and  the  various 
managements  were  advised  of  the  need  for  attention  to  this  point, 
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FOOD  HYGIENE  (Markets.  Stalls  and  Delivery  Vehicles)  EEGUIj/'TIONo  1966 

The  local  market  is.  of  course  very  small  and  the  majority  of  stalls 
Operate  on  only  one  day  of  the  week.  Even  for  these  limited  periods,  however, 
the  Regulations  apply  (there  is,  for  instance,  no  less  need  for  a  food 
handler  at  a  stall  to  have  hand-washing  facilities  than  there  is  for  his 
counterpart  in  a  shop)  and  i^  v/as  necessary  on  several  occasions  to  draw 
attention  to  the  requirements. 

FACTORIES  ACT  1 96I 


1  .  Inspections  made  by  the  Public  Health  Inspector. 


PREMISES 

(1) 

Number 

on 

Register 

(2) 

Inspec¬ 

tions 

(3) 

Y/ritten 

Notices 

(4) 

Occupiers 

Prosecuted 

(5) 

(i)  Factories  in  which  Sections 

1,2, 3,4  and  6  are  to  be 
enforced  by  Local  Authori¬ 
ties 

2 

(ii)  Factories  not  included  in 
(i)  in  which  Section  7  is 
enforced  by  the  Local 
Authority. 

57 

29 

4 

(iii)  Other  premises  in  which 
Section  7  is  enforced  by 
the  Local  Authority 
(excludir^g  out  work 
premises)  . 

8 

1 

TOTAL 

59 

37 

4 

1 

NOTES  - 

(a)  Many  of  the  provisions  of  the  Factories  Act  1 961  apply  to  works 
of  engineering  constru.ction  and  these  include  the  construction 
of  a  pipe-line. 

Proceedings  were  instituted,  last  year,  against  a  firm  of 
civil  engineers  who  had  failed  to  provide  sanitary  accommodation 
for  employees  on  an  engineering  site.  The  firm  in  question  had 
been  engaged  in  the  laying  of  a  gas  main  and  the  case  was  heard, 
in  the  Magistrate’s  Court,  at  the  beginning  of  the  year  under 
review . 
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The  firm  pleaded  not  guilty  and  their  solicitor^  in  his 
submission^  explained  that  although  the  facts  were  not  in 
dispute,  there  was  doubt  as  to  whether  the  Factories  Act 
applied  to  a  gas  main.  He  referred  to  a  Scottish  High 
Court  decision  in  which  it  was  ruled  that  the  word 
’’pipe-line”  could  only  refer  to  water,  since  the  word 
was  embedded  (in  the  definition  of  ’’work  of  engineering 
construction”)  amongst  other  items,  which  referred 
specifically  to  water.  The  defendant  firm’s  solicitor 
submitted  that,  although  a  Scottish  High  Court  decision 
is  not  binding  on  an  English  Court,  it  is  one  to  which 
Magistrates  would  wish  to  have  regard. 

The  Borough  Council  had  been  aware  of  the  Scottish  High 
Court  decision  and,  in  presenting  their  case,  the  Council’s 
solicitor  submitted  that,  even  if  the  gas  main  was  outside 
the  scope  of  the  Act.  road  reinstatement  works  were  covered 
by  the  Act  and  this  was  the  actual  work  being  carried  out 
at  the  time  of  the  alleged  offence. 

For  the  defendant  firm  their  solicitor  submitted  that  the 
road  reinstatement  works  were,  in  fact,  part  of  the  gas 
main  contract  and  should  not  b^  regarded  separately. 

The  magistrates,  after  giving  the  m.atter  very  careful 
consideration,  announced  that,  although  they  felt  the 
case  had  been  properly  brought,  they  had  decided  to 
dismiss  it , 

(b)  As  a  result  of  the  Magistrates’  decision  in  the  above  case, 
the  Council  resolved  that  representation  be  made  to  the 
Association  of  Municipal  Corporations  concerning  the 
loop-hole  which  appeared  to  exist  in  the  legislation. 

This  matter  was  considered  by  the  I^aw  Committee  of  the 
A.M.C,  who  duly  sought  the  views  of  the  Ministry  of  Labour 
concerning  the  need  for  amending  legislation.  The 
Ministry  advised  that  draft  regulations  had  been  prepared, 
which  would  deal  with  this  point,  and  it  was  hoped  to 
bring  these  into  force  at  an  early  date.  At  the  end  of 
the  year,  however,  the  Regulations  had  not  come  into 
operation. 

(c)  From  inspections  made  during  the  year,  it  is  clear  that 
more  attention  requires  to  be  given  to  building  sites 
since  the  degree  of  compliance  with  Factories  Act 
provision  appears,  generally,  to  be  rather  low. 
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2,  Cases  in  which  defects  were  found. 


PARTICULARS 

NUMBER  OF  CASES 
DEFECTS  V/ERE 

IN  TOICH 
FOUND 

NUMBER  OF 
CASES 

IN  WHICH 
PROSECUTIONS 
TORE 

INSTITUTED 

(6) 

(1) 

FOUND 

(2) 

REMEDIED 

(3) 

REFI 

TO 

H.M. 

Insp 

(4) 

]RRED 

BY 

H.M. 

Insp 

(5) 

Want  of  cleanliness 

CCD 

- 

— 

- 

— 

I  Overcrowding 

— 

- 

— 

Unreasonable  temperature 

— 

— 

— 

Inadequate  ventilation 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Ineffective  drainage  of 
floors 

- 

— 

— 

— 

Sanitary  C onveniences : - 
(a)  Insufficient 

t 

(b)  Unsuitable  or  defective 

6 

3 

1 

_ 

(c)  Not  separate  for  sexes 

— 

— 

— 

— 

_ 

Other  offences  (not  including 
offences  relating  to  Outwork) 

1 

1 

_ 

— 

TOTAL: 

7 

A- 

— 

1 

— 

PART  VIII  of  the  Act. 


There  are 


no  known  outworkers  in  the  Borough. 
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OFFICES.  SHOPS  AND  RAIDVAY  PREMISES 

ACT,  1963 


REGISTRATION 

(a)  The  total  number  of  registered  premises  at  the  end  of  the 


year  was“  - 

Offices  63 

iietair  Shops  . . 

Warehouses  .  * .  * ,  o .  * » •  ® « *  •  • .  3 


Catering  establishments  ...  11 


192 

(b)  During  the  year,  there  were  I6  additionals  to  and  21  removals 
from  the  register:  certain  commercial  premises  have  remained 
empty  longer  than  might  have  been  anticipated. 

(c)  As  in  the  past,  most  of  the  registrations  followed  inspections 
or  enquiries  which  revealed  that  registration  was  required  and 
should  have  been  effected  spontaneously  by  the  employer. 

NOTICES  SERVED 


The  Act  makes  no  provision  for  the  service  of  notices  but  it  is 
generally  accepted,  (unfortunately,  it  comes  to  be  expected)  that  at  least 
one  infoimial  notice  will  be  served  before  formal  action  is  taken  in  respect 
of  contraventions  of  the  Act.  During  the  year,  80  informal  notices  v;ere 
issued  and  in  these,  reference  was  made  to  the  following  matters:- 


Temperature  . . 

Lighting  . . . . 

Overcrowding  . . . . . . . . 

Sanitary  conveniences  . . . . 

Washing  facilit ies  ..................... 

Supply  of  drinking  water  ............... 

Sitting  facilities  . . . 

Seats  (Sedentary  Workers)  .............. 

Floors,  passages  &  stairs  .............. 

Fencing  e3q)osed  parts  machinery  ........ 

Prohibition  of  heavy  work  .... .......... 

First-aid  . . . . . .  . . 

Other  Matters  ............0®. 


29 

7 

1 

11 

11 

1 

1 

1 

7 

2 

1 

9 

36 


DEFECTS  REMEDIED 


Re- inspect ions  made  during  the  year  revealed  that  in  five  instances 
there  had  been  improvements  to  heating  arrangements  and  washing  facilities 
while  in  three  premises  the  sanitary  accommodation  had  been  improved 
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At  least  one  office  was  enlarged,  thereby  abating  an  '’overcrowding” 
problem,  and  the  extensive  modernisation  of  the  offices  of  another  company 
dealt  with  contraventions  which  had  existed  previously. 

ACCIDENTS 

Nine  accidents  were  reported  during  the  year  and  these  related  to: - 


Falls  of  persons  .  3 

Handlin  goods  . .  1 
Struck  by  falling  objects  2 
Use  of  hand  tools  . . .  3 


Accidents  are  required  to  be  reported  so  that  they  can  be  investigated. 

In  one  of  the  above  cases,  however,  notification  was  received  after  the 
employer  had  been  informed  of  the  inspector’s  discovery  of  the  accident.  This 
accident  involved  an  employee  who  had  severely  cut  his  finger  while  employed 
in  one  shop,  the  accident  coming  to  light,  however,  after  he  had  commenced 
employment  in  another  shop  -  his  heavily  bandaged  finger  being  observed  during 
an  inspection  of  his  new  employer’s  premises. 

On  learning  of  the  above  incident,  the  Council  resolved  that  the 
employer  in  question  be  warned  concerning  his  failure,  originally,  to  send 
notice  of  the  accident  to  the  local  authority. 

COfIPLAINTS 


Only  two  complaints  were  received  from  employees  during  the  year  and 
both  of  these,  relating  to  sanitary  accommodation  in  shops,  were  found  to 
be  justified. 

In  one  case,  it  was  found  that  the  female  staff  toilets  were  being 
kept  locked  for  long  periods  during  the  working  day.  On  being  approached, 
however,  the  management  agreed  that  some  other  method  must  be  found  to 
prevent  staff  from  "lingering”  in  the  toilets. 

PROSECL'TIONS 


There  were  no  prosecutions  during  the  year,  although  the  Council  did 
resolve,  in  one  case,  to  institute  proceedings.  This  was  in  respect  of  an 
employer  who  had  denied  the  inspector  the  right  to  enter  and  inspect  his 
premises,  except  when  he  was  present.  When  the  Council  were  advised  that, 
in  addition  to  the  employer,  the  employee,  who  had  actually  refused  the 
inspector  admission  to  the  premises  should  be  prosecuted,  the;  resolved 
not  to  prosecute  either  but  to  issue  an  appropriate  warning. 
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SHOPS  (EAPLY  CLOSIN&  DAYS')  ACT  1965 

CLOSIK&  HOURS 

One  of  the  provisions  of  the  Shops  Act  1950  is  that  every  shop  shall 
be  closed  for  the  serving  of  customers  not  later  than  nine  o’clock  in  the 
evening  on  the  late  day  (Saturday)  and  eight  o’clock  in  the  evening  on  any 
other  day  of  the  week.  Certain  transactions,  hov/ever .  are  exempt  from  this 
provision  and  included  in  these  is  ’’the  sale  of  newly  cooked  provisions  to  be 
consumed  off  the  premises”. 

Considerable  attention  was  focussed  on  this  legislation  during  the 
year,  when  it  was  learned  that  a  small  general  store  situated  in  the  centre 
of  a  terrace  of  residential  property,  was  to  be  converted  into  a  chip  shop. 
Concern  was  expressed  by  many  of  the  residents,  who  believed  that  late-night 
trading  would  cause  nuisance  and  disturbance  to  the  area. 

It  came  as  a  surprise  to  many  people  to  learn  that  such  an  obvious 
change  in  the  use  of  a  building  was  not  a  change-of-use  for  planning  purposes. 
It  was  learned,  however^  that  had  the  intention  been  to  sell  fried  fish, 
planning  permission  would  have  been  required. 

Having  considered  this  matter,  the  Council  formed  the  opinion  that  where 
a  proposed  change-of-use  would  result  in  a  shop  becoming  exempt  from  the 
Closing  Hours  provisions  of  the  Shops  Act,  planning  consent  should  be  required. 
They  resolved,  therefore,  that  representations  should  be  made  to  the 
Association  of  Municipal  Corporations,  on  this  issue «  In  due  course  a  reply 
was  received  indicating  that  the  Ministry  proposed  to  review  the  appropriate 
Regulations  when  the  new  Town  Planning  Bill  reached  the  statute  book, 

EARLY  CLOSING-  DAY 

During  the  year  following  a  request  made  to  the  Council  the  Henley 
on-Thames  (Shops  Act) (No. 3)  Exemption  Order  I968  was  made.  The  effect  of 
this  order  is  - 

"that  the  obligation,  imposed  by  Section  i(l)  of  this  Act 
to  close  shops  on  the  early  closing  day  be  suspended  during 
the  week  commencing  7th  July  19^8  known  as  ’  Regatta  Week  ’ 

1968  and  during  the  week  knovm  as  ^Regatta  Week’  in  all 
future  years” , 

SUNDAY  TRADING 

The  "welter  of  nonsense”,  which  was  the  description  given  to  the 
present  legislation  by  Lord  Stonham,  Minister  of  State,  Home  Office,  at  the 
opening  of  a  local  government  conference,  remains  with  us.  including  the  fact 
that  "the  sale  of  cooked  or  partly  cooked  tripe  is  in  order  but  the  sale  of 
raw  tripe  on  a  Sunday  is  a  heinous  crime” .  Lord  Stonham  also  referred  to  the 
fact  that  "on  a  Sunday  the  only  place  at  which  you  cannot  legally  buy  fish- 
and-chips  is  a  fish-and-chip  shop”.  Fortunately  the  above  anomalies  do  not 
present  practical  problems  in  this  Borough.. 
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PITBLIC  HEALTH  ACT  1936  -  SECTION  89 

No  major  improvements  were  noted  during  the  year  but  plans  were 
prepared  for  imj^roved  sanitary  accommodation  at  two  licensed  premises 
where  the  existing  accommodation  is  very  unsat isfactor*;)’-.  In  most  other 
premises  v^here  standards  are  low,  practical  difficulties  make  improvements 
unlikely,  if  not  impossible. 


ATMOSPHERIC  POLLUTION 

CLEAN  AIR  ACT  195^ 

(a)  Section  3(l)  ^nd  (3) 

It  would  appear  that  apart  from  a  furnace  proposed  to  be 
installed  at  a  new  school,  there  was  not  a  single  installation 
during  the  year,  of  a  furnace  of  a  boiler  with  a  maximum  heating 
capacity  of  55jOCO  or  more  British  thermal  units  per  hour  One 
knows,  of  course,  that  this  is  nonsense  and  that,  in  fact  very 
many  boilers  were  installed,  although  notice  of  this  fact  was  not 
given. 

The  proposed  boiler  installation  for  the  new  school  v/as  the 
subject  of  an  application  for  approval.  Approval  was  granted  the 
plant  appearing  to  be,  so  far  as  practicable,  capable  of  being 
operated  continuously  without  emitting  smoke,  when  burning  fuel  of 
a  type  for  which  the  furnace  was  designed. 

(b)  Section  1 6 

Only  2  complaints  of  smoke  nuisance  (as  dealt  v;ith  under  this 
Section)  were  received.  Both  of  these  related  to  bonfires  and  were 
the  subject  of  appropriate  action, 

G-ENERAL 

(a)  One  other  complaint  related  to  fumes  from  an  oil  fired  furnace 
which  were  causing  distress  to  a  neighbour.  It  was  found,  however, 
that  the  installation  had  compiled  with  the  Building  Regulations 
(relating  to  position  of  chimney)  neither  could  the  matter  be 
dealt  with  as  a  statutory  nuisance.  This,  therefore,  was  a 
complaint  which  could  only  be  dealt  with  privately. 

(b)  A  complaint  concerning  the  emission  of  fumes  from  a  factory  was 
the  subject  of  considerable  attention.  After  a  long  period  of 
investigation  however,  it  was  decided  that  the  matter  did  not 
constitute  a  statutory  nuisance.  The  fumes  were  discernible  on 
certain  occasions  but  the  operation  causing  these  were  ird*requent 
and  they  only  became  apparent  under  certain  atmospheric  conditions. 
In  these  circumstances,  therefore,  no  formal  action  was  taken. 
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NOISE  ABATEMENT 

GENERAL 

The  oampaign  against  excessive  and  unnecessary  noise  continues  and 
this  Department  participated,  in  a  small  way^  b-  distributing  and  dis¬ 
playing  a  number  of  posters  on  the  subject. 

Unfortunately,  a  course  on  noise  abatement,  arranged  to  be  held  for 
public  health  inspectors,  at  Slough  College  of  Technology,  had  to  be 
cancelled  and  the  Minister’s  request  (that  officers  concerned  with  the 
problem  of  noise  attend  an  appropriate  course)  has  not  been  complied  with, 

COMPLAINTS 


When  one  is  told  that  a  complaint  concerns  noise  and  that  the  cause 
of  the  noise  is  rabbits,  one  can  be  excused,  perhaps  for  not  taking  the 
complaint  too  seriously.  One  such  complaint  was  made  during  the  year, 
and  the  complainant  gave  a  very  convincing  explanation  as  to  the  actual 
cause  of  the  noise,  which  was  causing  nuisance  during  the  night.  Since, 
however,  the  occasions  on  which  the  nuisance  occurred  were  rather  irregular, 
a  night-time  study  of  the  sex  habits  of  a  buck  rabbit  did  not  appear  to  be 
feasible  1  Instead,  on  learning  that  a  number  of  persons  were  aggrieved  by 
the  nuisance,  advice  was  given  as  to  the  procedure  whereby  three  aggrieved 
persons  can  submit  a  complaint  direct  to  the  Magistrates. 

Of  the  six  other  complaints,  only  one  referred  to  road  works.  This 
is  surprising,  because,  on  several  occasions,  it  was  found  necessary  to 
advise  statutory  undertakers  of  failure,  on  the  part  of  their  contractors, 
to  use  silencers  with  road  breaking  equipment.  Building  Research  Station 
tests  have  shown  that  a  worth-v;hile  reduction  of  noise  can  be  achieved  by 
fitting  silencers  to  pneumatic  tools  without  loss  of  working  efficiency. 

PET  ANIMALS  ACT  j  9^ 

Neither  of  the  two  shops,  licensed  under  the  above  Act,  gave  rise  to 
any  problems.  Inspections  revealed  that  the  various  animals  were  cared  for 
satisfactorily. 

RAG  FLOCK  &  OTHER  FILLING  MATERIALS  ACT  1 951 


No  samples  were  taken,  it  being  considered  the  wrong  time  to  incur 
expense  on  a  subject  which  might  produce  no  "return”.  If  evidence  comes  to 
light,  however,  which  suggests  that  samples  of  certain  articles  should  be 
submitted  for  analysis,  appropriate  action  will  be  taken. 
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INFECTIOUS  DISEASES 

Y/ork  under  this  heading^  during  the  year^  related  mainly  to  the 
following:  - 

(a)  The  investigation  of  two  contacts  of  food  poisoning  revealed 
that  the  two  persons  concerned  were  also  suffering  from  this 
disease.  Further  enquiries  revealed  that  contacts  of  these 
cases  were  food  handlers  who  were  duly  excluded  from  such 
duties  until  it  was  shown  that  they  were  fit  to  return, 

(b)  In  another  outbreak  of  what  appeared  to  be  foo.  poisoning, 
specimens  were  submitted  to  the  laboratory  but  the  results 
were  inconclusive. 

PETROLEUM  (REGULATION)  ACTS  1928  AND  1936 

(a)  A  new  Model  Code  of  Principles  of  Construction  and  Licensing  Conditions 
has  been  produced  by  the  Home  Office  and  this  will  necessitate  changes 
in  the  licence  conditions.  It  has  been  customary,  in  the  past  for  all 
local  authorities  in  the  County  to  use  the  same  conditions  and  before 
changes  are  made,  it  seems  desirable  that  a  meeting  be  held  at  officer 
level . 

(b)  In  addition  to  the  above  changes,  two  new  sets  of  Regulations  and  two 
new  Orders  came  into  force.  These  related  mainly  to  the  conveyance 
by  road,  of  petroleum  spirit, 

(c)  The  various  installations  were  subject  to  regular  inspections  during  the 
year  and  no  major  problems  were  encountered.  A  J)QOfo  increase  in  licence 
fees  gave  rise  to  some  caustic  comment.  Since,  however,  this  was  the 
fi-Tst  increase  since  1928,  it  was  generally  agreed  that  an  increase  was 
not  unreasonable. 

THB:  oil  HEATERS  REGULATIONS  1962  AND  1966 

Modern  .il  heaters,  conforming  with  the  relevant  B.S.,  can  be  con¬ 
sidered  perfectly  safe  -  when  used  properly.  Certain  older  heaters,  however, 
are  potentially  dangerous  and,  many  of  these  will  be  found  to  contravene  the 
above  Regulations.  During  the  year,  therefore,  the  Council  resolved  that  the 
Public  Health  Inspector  be  authorised  to  enforce  these  Regulations,  should  the 
need  arise. 


SLAUgiTER  OF  ANIMALS  ACT  1958 

One  licence  to  slaughter  pigs  and  calves,  using  an  approved  humane 
killer,  was  issued  during  the  year.  There  are,  however,  no  slaughter  houses 
in  the  Borough. 
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PEST  CONTROL 


A  service  of  pest  control,  dealing  with  rats,  mice  and  wasps,  re¬ 
mained  in  force  during  the  year,  this  service  being  provided,  on  the 
Council’s  behalf,  by  Messrs,  Rentokil  Laboraties  Ltd,  As  in  previous 
years,  however,  the  service  related  only  to  residential  properties, 

RODENT  CONTROL 

(a)  52  complaints  were  received  and  those  relating  to  residential 
property  were  referred  to  Messrs,  Rentokil  for  attention.  In 
the  other  cases,  appropriate  advice  was  given  and  steps  taken 
to  ensure  that  the  infestations  were  dealt  with  satisfactorily, 

(b)  The  sewers  in  the  Borough  were  tested  and  the  results  indicated 
that  the  sewers  are  not  a  source  of  rodent  trouble  in  the  town, 

WASPS 


Wasps  were  much  less  of  a  problem  than  In  recent  years,  only  12 
complaints  being  received.  These  were  dealt  with  efficiently  by  Messrs, 
Rentokil, 

OTHER  PESTS 

The  strangest  complaint  received  during  the  year,  in  this  field, 
related  to  an  ’’invasion”  of  caterpillars  in  the  Park  Roac  area.  The 
’’creatures”  were  identified  as  hawk  moth  caterpillars  and  a  number  of 
residents  in  the  area,  to  whom  the  rather  sinister-looking  caterpillars 
had  caused  some  alarm,  were  relieved  to  learn  that  the  invaders  were 
quite  harmless. 

Not  so  harmless  and  of  much  more  public  health  significance  was  an 
invasion  of  fleas  which  affected  a  number  of  houses  in  one  of  the  newer 
residential  estates  in  the  town.  It  appears,  however,  that  this  was  not  a 
unique  situation;  in  fact,  the  South  of  England  generally  suffered  from  a 
plague  of  Ctenocephalides  felis  (cat  fleas)  and  Mayfair,  Chelsea  and 
Kensington  were  among  the  affected  areas  1  Since,  however,  the  fleas  can 
inflict  irritating  bites,  this  fact  was  no  consolation  to  the  unfortunate 
sufferers . 

The  fleas  were  blamed,  not  surprisingly,  on  the  weather,  but  it  did  seem, 
in  the  Henley  estate,  that  cats  from  the  affected  houses  had  become  infested 
during  their  excursions  to  a  nearly  yard,  in  which  stray  cats  almost  cer¬ 
tainly  played  host  to  a  considerable  flea  population.  Appropriate  advice  was 
given  to  the  householders  concerned  and  the  problem  was  eventually  brought 
under  control. 

The  pigeon  nuisance  remains  a  problem  to  which  not  even  ’’the  pill”  has 
proved  an  effective  answer.  Several  reports,  that  the  pigeon  population  was 
dropping,  did  not,  it  transpired,  refer  to  a  reduction  in  the  number  of  these 
pests ! 
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HAIRDBESSERS  AND  BARBERS 

Conditions  in  hairdressing  establishments  in  the  town  remain 
satisfactory.  Of  course,  the  inspector  can  never  be  absolutely  sure 
that  the  cleaning  and  sterilizing  operations,  which  take  place  during 
his  presence,  are  maintained  when  he  departs.  Inspections,  however 
are  un-announced  and  if  the  premises  are  found  to  be  well  maintained  in 
other  respects,  it  is  fair  to  assume  that  the  sterilizers  etc.  are  not 
mere  gimmicks , 


HEALTH  EDUCATION 


Apart  from  the  display  of  posters,  there  was  very  little  direct 
participation  in  this  field.  During  other  work,  however  the  conversation 
often  turns  to  current  health  topics  and  advantage  is  taken,  of  such 
opportunities,  to  press  home  the  relevant  propaganda. 

Posters  displayed  included  those  relating  to  the  followirig  subjects  - 
Noise,  Smoking,  Anti-Litter  and  Drowning  Accidents. 

COMMON  LODGING  HOUSES 


There  are  no  common  lodging  houses  in  the  Borough,  (This  info  mat ion 
is  required  by  the  Department  of  Health  &  Social  Security) , 

MISCELLANEOUS  COMPUINTS  &  NUISANCES 

Included  in  these  complaints  are  a  great  number  relating  to 
accumulations  of  rubbish.  These  accumulations,  which  include  everything 
from  garden  refuse  to  motor  vehicles  are  the  work  of  the  ’’dump  and  run" 
brigade  who,  apparently,  are  not  prepared  to  take  advantage  of  dumping 
facilities  made  available  by  the  Council.  It  seem  that  it  will  take 

more  than  the  Civic  Amenities  Act  to  overcome,  this  problem. 

A.n  unusual  complaint,  referred  to  the  department  involved  a  shop  in 
which  considerable  distress  v;as  being  caused  to  customers  by  some  form  of 
irritant  in  the  atmosphere.  This  matter  was  investigated  and  the  complaint, 
which  related  tc  a  textiles  shop  was  found  to  be  justified.  Eventually  it 
was  found  that  the  irritant  was,  in  fact,  formaldehyde  which  was  being  given 
off  by  material  possessing  crease-resistant  properties.  It  seemed  probable 
that  a  certain  batch  of  material  had  been  given  too  liberal  a  dose  of  the 
formaldehyde-based  resin,  which  imparts  these  properties  but  in  a  small 
well-stocked  shop,  it  was  impossible  to  detect  the  offending  roll  or  rolls. 
Fortunately,  the  assistant  in  the  shop  was  in  no  way  susceptible  to  the 
formaldehyde  and  the  shop  proprietors  were  merely  advised  to  keep  the  shop 
well  ventilated,  in  the  interests  of  their  customers  until  such  time  as 
the  affected  material  had  been  used  up. 
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THE  FUTURE 


The  report  of  the  Royal  Commission  on  Local  G-overnment  is  av/aited 
with  interest  by  everyone  who  is  in  any  way  associated  with  local  government 
and,  not  least,  by  those  engaged  in  the  field  of  environmental  health. 

Environmental  health  is  a  local  service*  those  officers  performing 
the  work  must  have  an  intimate  knov\rledge  of  their  district  and  be  readily 
accessible  to  the  local  residents.  Whatever  the  recommendations  of  the 
Royal  Commission,  therefore,  it  is  to  be  hoped  that  responsibility  for 
environmental  health  v/ill  be  placed  in  the  hands  of  an  authority  which  can 
truly  be  regarded  as  local. 

The  contributions  which  public  health  departments  of  local  authorities 
have  made  and  are  continuing  to  make  to  raising  standards  of  environmental 
health  is  well  known.  It  w^ould  seem  clear,  therefore,  that  the  present 
system  should  not  be  disturbed  unless  strong  overriding  advantages  to  the 
public  can  be  clearly  demonstrated.  Changes  are  suggested,  however,  in  both 
the  Seebohm  Report  and  the  Green  Paper  on  ’’The  Administrative  Structure  of 
the  Medical  and  Related  Services  in  England  and  Wales” -  but  in  neither  case 
do  the  changes  promise  to  improve  the  environmental  healt"  service,  what¬ 
ever  effect  they  might  have  on  personal  health.,  social  or  welfare  sei^ices. 

Change  seems  inevitable.  It  is  to  be  hoped,  however,  that  the  virtues 
of  the  present  system  will  not  be  lost  sight  of  during  consideration  of  the 
proposals  which  have  been  and  will  be  made,  and  that  no  change,  merely  ”for 
change’s  sake”,  will  be  brought  about. 
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SUMMARY  OF  NOTICES  SERTED 


NOT] 

:cES 

SERVED 

o 

o 

I— I 

I— 1 

)  WITH 

PARTLY 

COMPLIED  M/ITH 

Statu- 

Inf  or-- 

statu- 

Infor- 

Statu- 

Infor- 

tory 

mal 

tory 

mal 

tory 

mal 

Housing 

3 

18 

1 

3 

5 

4 

Housing  (improvement  Areas) 

k 

— 

— 

- 

Food  Hygiene  Regulations 

- 

40 

— 

11 

— 

1 6 

Food  &  Drugs  Act 

— 

2 

— 

o 

£.  . 

— 

- 

Milk  &  Dairies  Regulations 

— 

6 

— 

Factories  Act 

4 

— 

— 

— 

1 

Offices,  Shops  &  Railv/ay 

Premises  Act 

- 

80 

— 

13 

— 

16 

Petroleum  Acts 

— 

10 

— 

4 

mm 

— 

Shops  Acts 

2 

— 

1 

— 

Public  Health  Act  1936 

S.89 

- 

6 

— 

1 

1 

Drains  &  Sewers 

16 

— 

16 

— - 

R-odents 

— 

4 

— 

4 

— 

— 

Other  pests 

1 

— 

— 

Noise 

3 

— 

3 

Caravans 

— 

3 

— 

3 

— 

— 

Miscellaneous 

1 

25 

— 

8 

— 

2 

TOTAL 

24 

204 
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SUMMARY  OF  COMPLAINTS 


Nature  of  Complaint 

Housing  defects 
Food 

Food  Hygiene 
Water  Supply 
Noise 

Atmospheric  Pollution 

Rent  Act 

Caravans 

Drainage 

Rodents 

Wasps 

Other  Pests 

Accumulations 

Smell 

Offices,  Shops  &  R.ailway  Premises  Act 
Miscellaneous  Nuisances 


Number  of  Complaints 

9 

23 

1 

1 

7 

3 

3 

2 

9 

52 

12 

21 

11 

k 

2 

17 

177 


SUMMARY  OF  INSPECTIONS 


Type  of  Inspection 

Housing  (Compulsory  Improvements) 

Housirig  (Defects  etc.) 

Housing  (Rent  Act) 

Food  Premises 
Food  Inspection 

Food  &  Drugs  Act  (Registration  etc) 

P.H^Act  1936  -  S.89 
Shops  Acts 

Offices,  Shops  &  Railway  Premises  Act  1963 
Pet  Animals  Act  1 951 
Factories  Act  1 96I 

Petroleum  (Regulation)  Acts  1928  and  1936 

Rodent  Control 

Pest  Control 

Accumulations 

Smells 

Noise 

Atmospheric  Pollution 
Caravans,  sites  of 
Infectious  Diseases 
Hairdressers 
Drainage 

Miscellaneous  nuisances 
Miscellaneous 


Number  of  Inspect! ons 

46 

81 

6 

231 

88 

12 

42 

19 

173 

3 

37 

19 

48 

11 

21 

5 

10 

23 

6 

23 

2 

57 

35 

17 

1015 
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G- »  ROSS*  M .A 
R.  TAYLOR.  M 


Council 


Public  Health  Inspector 

.P.H.I.  (  1st  April  1966  -  1st  December,  1968) 

.A.P.H.I.,  M.R.S.H.  (Appointed  21st  %)ril  19^9) 


Offices j  The  G-arthj  Bicester 
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ESTIMATED  MID- YEAR  HOME  POPULATION  9,360 


jive  Births 

Dtillbirths 

Males 

Fema 

les 

?otal 

Legit 

Illegit 

Total 

Legit 

116 

1 

110 

tma 

6 

1 

120 

111 

Deaths  of  infants 

Under  1  year 

of  age 

2 

2 

— 

2 

2 

Under  4  weeks 

of  age 

2 

2 

1 

1 

Under  1  week 

of  age 

2 

2 

1 

1 

Deaths (All  Ages) 

46 

— 

25 

niegi 


'  i ve  Births 
;4ve  Births 

stillbirths 

Crude  rate  per  1,000  home  population 
Ratio  of  local  adjusted  birth  rate  to 
national  rate 

Rate  per  1,000  total  births 

25.2 

1 .24 

4 

Deaths  of  Infants 

: 

Under  1  year  of 

age 

Rate  per  1,000  live  births 

17 

Perinatal 

Mortality 

Rate  per  1 ,000  total  births 

17 

Deaths (All  Ages) 

Crude  rate  per  1,000  population 

7»6 

Deaths (All  Ages) 

Ratio  of  local  adjusted  death  rate  to 
national  rate* 

0 

0 

”  2  — 


Bicester  U^Do 


2o  Sewera;g:e  and  Sewage  Disposal 

The  drainage  system  for  the  Urban  District  is  still  satisfactory® 
During  the  year  schemes  were  being  prepared  to  cope  with  proposed  town 
expansion® 


The  Sewage  Disposal  Works  provided  a  satisfactory  treatment  to  th  e 
Town  system  following  the  completion  of  the  extensions  last  year® 

3o  Uefuse  Collection  and  Disposal 

Refuse  from  domestic  premises  is  collected  once  a  week  by  means  of 
a  kerbside  collection  of  bins®  A  team  of  three  men  and  a  driver  are 
employed  and  a  bonus  scheme  is  in  operation®  During  the  year  a  pilot 
scheme  of  paper  sack  collection  to  150  houses  was  initiated® 

Trade  refuse  is  collected  on  V/ednesdays  and  Saturdays  by  one  man  and 
a  driver  and  a  suitable  charge  is  made  for  this  service® 

Refuse  is  disposed  of  by  controlled  tipping  at  an  old  stone  quarry 
approximately  2^  miles  from  Bicester  and  owned  by  the  Council®  This 
y/ell  managed  Tip  is  well  supplied  y/ith  covering  material  and  should 
have  a  life  of  at  least  six  years® 

4o  Riblic  Conveniences 


There  are  three  sets  of  public  conveniences  provided  by  the  Council® 

These  are  in  Chapel  Street^  Sheep  Street  and  Claremont  House  Car  ^ark® 

The  ty/o  in  Chapel  Street  and  Claremont  House  Car  Park  are  of  modern  design 
and  construction  and  all  are  maintained  in  clean  and  satisfactory  condition® 

5®  Swimming  Pool 

There  is  an  open  air  pool  which  is  operated  during  the  Summer  months 
only®  The  water  is  not  filtered  or  heated  but  is  chlorinated  and  aerated® 
Three  samples  sent  for  analysis  during  the  year  proved  to  be  satisfactory 
indicating  that  although  not  of  modern  design^  the  pool  is  certainly 
not  a  health  hazard® 

The  new  heated  indoor  swimming  pool  is  now  under  construction  at  the 
Bicester  School  and  should  be  completed  by  the  end  of  ^  This  is  a 

joint  venture  between  Bicester  UsD^C®  Ploughley  R.DoC®  and  the 
Oxfordshire  County  Council  forming  part  of  the  Sports  Centre® 
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6  o  Housing 
a)  Council 


Bicester  U<»Do 


During  ^^6Q,  95  houses  v/ere  constructed  (completing  all  of  the  scheme  to 
house  workdrs  at  the  local  Ordnance  Depot  for  the  Ministry  of  Defence) 
and  15  tor  general  housing  needo 

h )  Council  House  Lmprovements 

Thirty- two  improvements  were  completed  in  Council  owned  houses  as 
follows 

Bucknell  Road  10  Hudson  Street  1 

lleorge  Street  1  West  Street  20 

c )  Private 

Sixty-four  houses  were  completed  by  private  developers  and  forty  were 
under  corgtruction  at  the  year  end<, 

h)  Improvement  G-rants 

During  the  year  tv;o  Discretionary  and  five  Standard  Gran''  applications 
were  approved » 

e)  Slum  Clearance 

Following  service  of  ’’time  and  place”  notices  on  the  owner  of  1 
Albert  T  rrace,  an  undertaking  yisls  given  by  the  owner  not  to  relet  the 
house  on  its  vacation* 

Inspection  were  made  of  1 /6  Vine  Cottages,  1 /5  Church  Lane,  49/6l  North 
Street  and  1/3  North  Street*  I  recommend  closure  of  the  Vine  Cottages 
and  this  procedure  will  be  followed  when  the  appropriate  notices  have 
been  served*  It  was  felt  in  the  cases  of  the  other  properties  that 
improvements  could  extend  the  life  of  these  properties* 


A  partial  survey  of  the  older  houses  in  the  Town  v/as  commerc  d  and  it 
7;as  felt  that,  subject  to  full  inspection  some  I60/18O  houses  well 
require  further  action*  This  survey  will  be  continued  next  year^ 

f )  Common  Boding  Houses 

There  are  no  common  lodging  houses  in  the  Town* 

g)  Hpusin/^  Repair 


-en  informal  notices  were  served  during  the  year  in 
unsatisfactory  conditions.  No  formal  action  was  found 


respect  of 
to  be  necessary* 


c=>  — 
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h)  Rent  Act  1957 

No  applications  for  Certificate  of  Disrepair  were  received  during 
the  year® 

i )  Houses  in  Multiple  Occupation 

There  are  kno^n  o  be  five  houses  in  multiple  occupation  in  the  Town^ 
It  is  however  susj^ected  that  there  are  more  than  this  and  investigations 
are  proceedings 

7o  Caravan  Sites 


There  were  no  further  applications  for  approval  of  new  sites  during 
'^he  year®  One  licensed  site  has  now  gone  out  of  use  and  there  is  now 
only  one  site  registered  with  the  Council o 

8e  6ood  and  Dru^s 

a)  Food  Hygiene  ( G-eneral) Regulations  19^0 

The  following  Tables  indicate  the  number  of  inspections  made  during 
the  yearS“ 


Type  of  ^remises 

No  of  Inspections 

Bakehouses 

1  6 

Butchers 

35 

Rakers  and  Confectioners 

7 

Fishmongers 

3 

G-reengrocers  and  Fruiterers 

6 

(Grocers 

47 

Rce  Cream  Premises 

17 

Restaurants  and  Cafes  (incl®  canteens) 

49 

Licensed  Premises  (incl®  clubs) 

36 

Foodstalls  and  Mobile  Food  Shops® 

19 

The  standard  maintained  is  fairly  good  although  certain  premises  re^quired 
reminders  regarding  contraventions  of  the  Regulations^  ten  informal 
notifications  being  served  mainly  coni^erned  v/ith  lack  of  cleanliness® 
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Regulations  1  6-1  9 


This  information  specifically  required  by  the  Ministry  concerns  the 
provision  of  was  hand  basins  and  sinks  in  food  premises* 


Type  of  Food 
Premises 

No 

No 

Inspected 

No  complying 
with  Reg  16* 

No 

19 

where  Reg 
applies 

No  comp  ing 
with  Reg*19 

Butchers 

7 

7 

7 

7 

7 

G-rocers 

Caf  e  s 

17 

17 

17 

17 

17 

Restaurants 
Public  Houses 

10 

10 

10 

10 

10 

and  Clubs 

Other  food 

18 

16 

16 

16 

16 

premises  * 

24 

17 

17 

17 

17 

b)  Liquid  E^;s;( Fhsterisation) Reflations  1963 

There  are  no  plants  in  the  Town® 

c)  Poultry  Inspection 


There  are  no  poultry  processing  establishsments  in  the  Tov/n* 


d)  Food  Inspection 


Number  of  visits  made  for  condemnation  purposes 
Food  surrendered  as  unfit  for  human  consumption 

Fresh  meat 
Fish  (frozen) 

Canned  Meat 
Other  canned  foods 
Frozen  fruit  and  vegetables 
Other  foods 


20 

480 

lbs  o 

255 

lbs 

56 

lbs 

7  <^0 

lbs 

35 

bs 

66 

lbs « 

e)  Food  complaints 


Six  complaints  regarding  fiood  were  received  during  the  year.  Those 
concerning  ’foreign  bodies’  v^ere  referred  to  Oxfordshire  County  Council 
Weights  and  Measures  Department,  the  remainder  being  dealt  with  informally* 


f)  Ice  Cream 


No  further  premises  v/ere  registered  for  the  sale  of  ice  cream.  This 
leaves  the  total  number  of  registered  premises  at  tw'enty^f our. 

Three  samples  of  ice  cream  taken  duririg  the  year  v/ere  passed  to  the  Public 
Health  Laboratory  and  v/ere  found  to  be  satisfactory o 
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9  o  Meat  Inspection 

During  the  year,  246  visits  were  made  to  Slaughterhouses  foi*  the 
purpose  of  meat  inspection®  The  only  license..  Knackers  Yard  ceased 
operation  and  the  Town  now  has  only  tv7o  slaughterhouses^  both  of  v/hich 
are  well  managed  and  staffed a 

Eleven  slaughtermen  were  re-l_ consedf or  the  year* 

Detail  of  Meat  Inspected 


Cattle 

Calves 

Pigs 

Sheep 

Number  slaughtered 

138 

12 

876 

1403 

I'limber  inspected 

138 

12 

376 

1403 

Meat  rejected  at  Slaughterhouses 
and  cysticercus  bovis): 

(all  cause 

s  except 

Tubercolosis 

Cattle 

Calves 

Pigs 

Sheep 

YiRole  carcase  condemned 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Part  or  organ  condemned 

16 

1 

76 

60 

Tubercolosis  only  ~  Ih  evidence  of  tubercolosis  during  the  year* 
Cysticercus  Bo vis  *  No  evidence  found  during  the  year® 

Slaughterhouse  Hygiene 

Both  Slaughterhouses  were  again  redecorated  during  the  jrear  and  are 
in  excellent  conditionc 

10*  Clean  Air  Act 

One  complaint  was  received  of  nuisance  from  smoke  and  paper  as  the 
result  of  a  bonfire  at  a  local  tradesman's  premises*  Installation  of 
a  suitable  incinerator  was  recornirendeds 

11 0  Petroleum  Installations 


Eighteen  premises  were  licensed  for  storage  of  petroleum  spirit 
during  the  7/ear*  Routine  visits  were  made  of  instantiations  and  attention 
was  drawn  to  contraventions  of  licence  conditions  most  of  v;hich  concerned 
absence  of  notice'^* 

The  occupie]  of  one  petrol  station  was  found  to  be  using  "latch 
nozzle"  pumpSoThe  j  can  give  cause  for  concern  and  action  is  pending- 
regarding  prohibition  of  this  type  of  pumpo 
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Noise 


Fifty-seven  visits  v;eiB  made  in  connection  with  noise  complaints 
Most  of  these  concerned  the  Southern  G-as  Board  Plant®  It  was  found 
that  both  lov;  and  high  frequency  noise  levels  were  giving  rise  to  complaint® 
The  low  frequency  element  was  due  to  vibration  and  noise . associated 
with  use  of  machinery  and  insulation  of  the  fans  and  pipework  reduced 
the  "^oise  to  an  acceptable  level®  The  high  frequency  noise  from  a 
pressure  reducing  valve  was  caused  by  the  fact  that  the  manufacturing 
pressure  of  the  gas  was  too  great  and  had  to  be  reduced  to  mains  pressure* 

Two  visits  were  made  at  midnight  to  the  area  from  which  the 
complaints  originated  and  in  my  vle^N  the  noise  is  not  now  excessive© 

1 3 o  Offices,  Shops  and  Railway  Premises  Act  19^3 

Routine  inspections  under  the  Act  continued  during  tie  year®  The 
following  Tables  indicated  the  work  done  under  the  Act 


Class  of  No®  Registered 

Premises  during  the  year 

No  ofi  ■^egister 

at  end  of  year 

No  Inspects 
during  the  year 

Offices 

1 

27 

8 

Vi/holesale  Shops 

&  V/arehouses 

Nil 

3 

Nil 

Catering  Estblsh® 
open  to  the  public 
and  canteens 

1 

4 

7 

Fuel  Storage  Depots 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

TOTALS 

4 

90 

27 

Total  visits  of  all  kinds  under  the  Act 
Number  of  persons  employed  by  Premises  t 


Class  of  Premises 

Number  Employed 

Offices 

206 

Retail  Shops 

344- 

Y>/holesale  Shops,  V/arehouses 

24 

^atering  Establishments  Sz  Canteens 

33 

Fuel  Storage  Premises 

Nil 

Total  0 

607 

-  8  - 

243  (male^ 

362  (females) 

Bicester  U<,D® 


Contraventions 


All  contraventions  vi^ere  dealt  with  informally® 

Accidents 

Three  accidents  were  notified  during  the  year^  these  were  all 
investigated  and  appropriate  action  taken® 

1 4o  Pest  Control 
(a)  Rodents 

A  total  of  168  visits  were  made  in  respect  of  44  complaints  regarding 
rat  and  mouse  infestations. 

Treatment  of  sewers  was  again  carried  out  in  conjunction  with  the 
Pests  Officer  of  the  Ministry  of  Agriculture  and  the  results  were 
satisfactory o 

(h)  Insects 

Cockroach  infestations  in  three  catering  establishments  were 
satisfactorily  created  and  six  complaints  of  wasps  also  received  attention® 
There  were  a  few  complaints  of  ants  and  earwigs  and  treatment  of  these 
were  successful® 

1 5o  Public  Hea^lth  Nuisances 


Thirteen  nuisance  complaints  received  during  the  year  were  all 
dealt  with  informally® 

1 60  Swill  Boiling  Plants 

I  am  authorised  by  the  Oxfordshire  Cobnty  Council  to  inspect 
Pig  Swill  Boiling  Plants  in  the  district®  One  such  plant  remains  and 
this  is  to  close  at  the  end  of  the  year® 
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FACTORIES  ACT  1961 

1  o  INSPECTIONS  MDE  BY  PUBLIC  HEIlLTH  INSPECTOR 


Premises  Noo  on 

Register 

(1)  (2) 

Numbj 

3r  of 

;  Inspections 

;  (3) 

Vii'itten 
Nctices 
:  (4) 

Occupiers 

Prosecuted 

(5) 

(1  )  factories  in  which 
sections  1  , 2,3)45 
and  6  are  to  be 
enforced  by  Local 

Authority*  4 

(ii)Factories  not 
included  in  (i) 
in  which  Section  7 
is  enforced  by 

Local  Authority*  32 

iii)0ther  pr^^ises  in 
v/hich  Section  7  is 
enforced  by  Local 

Authority  (excluding 
outworkers  premises) 

1 

12 

K 

K 

\ 

\ 

y 

t 

cao 

C99 

Total  36  12 

10 
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2e  Cases  in  which  defects  were  found 


Particulars 

Noe  of  case 

vi/ere 

s  in  which  defects 
found 

Noo  of  cases  I 

in  which  pros-  j 
ecution  were  j 

institutedo 

)r  I 

. (6)  . 

 (1 ) 

Found 

(2) 

Remedied 

(3) 

deferred 

to 

Inspector 

C4)  

Ref  cby 

H,Mo 

Inspectc 

(5) 

:\hnt  of  cleanlisnees 

I3S> 

CBS 

o«rj 

)vercrov/ding 

OST} 

Jnreasonable  Temparat^vZ^ 

1  C3«=l 

- 

C=z>  I 

Enadeqaate  Ventilation 

C9D 

Ineffective  drainage 

Df  floors 

CBS 

COO 

Sanitary  Convenience ; 

(a)  Insufficient 

(b)  Unsuitable  or 
defective 

(c)  Not  separate 
for  sexes 

1 

OCD 

aoD 

atc3 

)ther  offences  ag  Inst 
:he  Act  (not  including 
)ffences  relating  to 
)utv\rork) 

CMC 

oast 

CC3 

CCD 

aa? 

TOTAL 

1 

— 

oco  ass  i 

Part  VIII  of  the  Act 


There  are  no  known  outworkers  in  the  District o 


SmiARY  OF  PUBLIC  HEALTH  INSPECTOR'S  VISITS 

YEAR  EirnNa  51  ST  DECMBER,  1963 

Drainage  1 0 
Piggeries  4 
Petrol  Installations  42 
Offensive  Trades 

Caravan  Sites  9 
factories  22 
Scrap  Metal  Dealers  2 
Refuse  Disposal  6 
Pest  Control  1 68 
Clean  Mr  1 
Offices  and  Shops  49 
Noise  53 
Miscellaneous  187 

Visits  under  Public  Health  Acts  33 
Under  Housing  Acts  25 
Overcrowding  1 
House  Improvements  274 
Miscellaneous  Housing  Visits  122 

Infectious  Disease  Inquiries  4 

Meat  Inspection  246 
-bakehouses  I6 
bakers  and  Confectioners  7 
Butchers  35 
Canteens  4 
Dairies  and  Milk  Distributors  2 
Fishmoi  gers/Poulterers  3 
Fried  Fish  Shops  _  5 
G-rocers  47 
G-reengrocers/Fruiterer  3  6 
Ice  Cream  Premises  I7 
Market  Stalls  114 
Restaurants  45 
34-^ooY  Vendors /Hawkers  19 
Licensed  ''^emises  36 
I«U.scellaneous  Food  Visits  20 
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TKAIvIE  WBM  DISTRICT 


Public  Health  Inspector 

C.CoSmith^  ILRoS^Eo  ^  MoS»P<,HoIo  (resigned  30c4c1969) 
Ko  Galcutt  (appointed  io5®'^969) 


Tovm  Hall  Thame 
Thame  2834 


~  1 


Area  TliAf/lE  U.D. 

Estimated  l.Iid-Year  Home  Population  5^560 


Live  Births 

Stillbirths 

Males 

Females 

Total 

Legit 

Illegit 

Total 

Legit 

Illegit 

64 

61 

3 

47 

2 

46 

2 

1 

Deaths  of  Infants 

Under  1  year  of  age 

~ 

~ 

1 

1 

Under  4  weeks  of  age 

1 

1 

Under  1  week  of  age 

- 

— 

— 

1 

1 

«om 

Deaths  ( AI I  Ages) 

25 

- - 

— 

23 

_ — = 

[ 

— 

Live  Births 
Mve  Births 


Crude  rate  per  i ,000  home  population 
Ratio  of  local  adjusted  birth  rate  to 
national  rate 


Stillbirths 


Rate  per  1  ,000  total  births 


Deaths  of  Infants 

Under  1  year  of  age 
Perinatal  Mortality 


Rate  per  1  ,000  live  births 
Rate  per  1  ,000  total  births 


Deaths  (All  Ages) 
Deaths  (/OLl  Ages) 


Crude  rate  per  1  ,000  home  population 


Ratio  of  local  adjusted  death  rate  to 
national  rate 


20.0 


1  c15 

18 


97 

^  I 


8e  6 


Oo79 


2 
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HOUSIMa 


46  Council  Houses  built  and  occupied 
78  Houses  built  by  private  enterprise 
6  Houses  were  demolished 

63  Housing  applications  were  outstanding  at  3"lo12e68o 


CARAViiHS 


37  Caravans  of  v/hich  23  were  on  the  5  Licensed  Sites  in  the  area.  Enquiries 
are  being  made  regarding  the  14  unlicensed  Caravans, 


IHSPECTIONS  Iv'IADE,  IDTICES  SERVED  /HID  ORDERS  IvlilDE 

Inspections  under  Public  Health  Act  1  936 


62 


Housing  Act 


7 

0 


Notices  served  (informal)  under  Public  Health  Act 
Notices  served  (informal)  under  Housing  Act 
Orders  Made 


7 

0 


ICE  CREAIvI  EEAT  TPEA'B.ffil-IT  ETC,  PEC,  1947-52 

No  samples  have  been  taken  during  the  year.  There  are  no  manufacturers 
in  the  district, 

POOD  HYCIENE  PECULATIONS 

289  visits  have  been  made  to  Shops,  Market  Stalls  and  Restaurants  durin-g  the 
year,  and  where  applicable,  suggestions  have  been  made  to  improve  premises  and  food 
handling  to  conform  to  the  Regulations,  Frozen  food  retailers  in  particular  were 
informed  regarding  the  overloading  of  frozen  food  cabinets. 

No  prosecutions  v/ere  made. 
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OT.'IBER  OP  POOD  PRSvIISES  ACCORDim  TO  TYPE  OP  BUSINESS 


Butchers^  Shops  . 6 

Dairies  .  2 

Restaurants  . 8 

Public  Houses  . 18 

G-eneral  Stores  , . .  . . 13 

G-rocers  . 7 

Pried  Pish  Shops  . 1 

Pish  &  Pruiterers  . . .  .  .  .  . .  7 


imiBER  OP  POOD  PREHISES  REG-ISTERED  UDDER  SECTION  16,  POOD  &  DRUGS  ACT  1955 
Manufacture  of  sausages  . . . .  2 


Sale  of  ice  cream  . .  28 

Pish  frying  o .  . . . . . . .  1 


OOMDil.RIED  POOD 

Disposed  of  by  incineration 

Meat  and  offal 
Pish 

Prozen  Poods 
Other  Poods 


and  to  Approved  Contractors 

89276  lbs. 

1  6  stone 
789  lbs, 

2916  lbs. 
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TjYBLE  a 

REGISTRi\TIOKS  iJ®  GEKERi®  DSPECTIOI'IS 

Class  of  prenii-ses 

f  A 

0; 

Numbe 

nev/ly 

durin 

r  of  premises 
registered 
g  the  year. 

(2) 

Total  nimber  of 
registered  premises 
at  end  of  year 

(3) 

Number  of  registered 
premises  receiviiog 
one  or  miore  general 
inspections  during 
the  year 

(4) 

Offices 

22 

25 

Ret  si.  1  Shops 

3 

54 

59 

Yvliolesale  shops  ^ 
warehouses • 

2 

4 

Catering  establishments 
open  to  the  public^ 
canteens  * 

7 

7 

Fuel  storage  depots 

1 

1 

Totals 

3 

96 

86 

IJUIvIBEll  OP  VISITS  0?  Ill: 

TO  REGISTER]®  PREMISES 

Ti^LE  B 

KINDS  (IICLUBING-  GENERAL  INSPECTIO^IS ) 

86 

U,D.C, 


TABLE  C 

ANALYSIS  BY  WORKPLACE  OF  PERSOrTo  a^IPLOYED  IN 

REG-ISTERED  PRIT.IISES  AT  EFD  OF  YEilR 

Class  of  Workplace 

(1) 

Nuinber 

of  persons  employed 

(2) 

Offices 

179 

Retail  Shops 

302 

T/holesale  Departments^  Warehouses* 

122 

Catering  establishments  open  to 
the  public 

40 

Canteens 

Fuel  storage  depots 

2 

Total 

645 

Total  Males 

303 

Total  Females 

342 

- - 
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POOD  INSPECTION 


I/lSCASES  inspected  AI©  COI'DEIVEIED 


Heifer 

and 

Steers 

CoY/S 

and 

Bulls 

Calves 

Sheep 

and 

Lambs 

Coat£ 

3  Figs 

Total 

]}]uiriber  killed 

3798 

936 

29 

4779 

3 

19589 

29134 

Nianib er  inspect ed 

3798 

936 

29 

4779 

3 

1 9539 

291  34 

Diseases  other  than 
tuberculosis  or  cysticerci. 

7 

1  0 

10 

29 

Ml 

141 

^  CY 
‘  Y  / 

Y'lhole  carcases  c ond emned , 

Carcases  of  Y/hich  some  part 
or  organ  was  condemned » 

1250 

323 

1 

1952 

Nil 

3366 

6892 

%  of  number  affected  Yd.tli 
disease  other  tham 
tuberculosis  or  c;/sticerci. 

31  .296 

39 . 357 

39.931 

41  « ‘4^-7 

17.9029 

24.236 

TbBERCULOSTS  OIILY 

Wiiole  carcases  condemned. 

3 

4 

1 

8 

Carcases  of  which  some  pai’t 
or  organ  wan  affected  and 
condemned , 

67 

67 

fo  of  number  inspected  of 
Y/hich  some  part  or  organ 

Y/a.s  affected. 

. 07899 

o42735 

.  3471 3 

. 25743 

'YSTICERCOSIS 

32 

32 

Carcases  of  Y/hich  some  part 
or  organ  Y/as  affected. 

Carcases  submitted  to 
refrigeration. 

21 

21 

VvhLole  carcases  condemned. 

Nil 

Nil 

%  of  animals  affected 

.84254 

— 

— 

— 

-* 

.84254 

Total  weight  condemned  lbs. 

2621  2 

5691 

371 

5691 

Nil 

26255 

6431 0 

Number  of  casualty  animals 
accompanied  by  Veterinany 
Certificate, 

29 

13 

7 

3 

Nil 

26 

78 

Number  condemned. 

5 

2 

3 

ffil 

Nil 

11 

21 . . 

Part  condemned. 

2 

— 

6 

%  of  Y/hich  carcase  or  part 
Y/as  c  0  nd  emned , 

.25696 

.42735 

10.345 

cssas 

- 

.0561 33 

.092611 
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BULLINGDON  RUMI.  DISTRICT 


COUNCIL 

Senior  Public  Health  Inspector: 

K.T,  Jolley^  M9R9S*Ka|>  A®M«I«P*H.E, 

Deput^^  Senior  Public  Health  Inspector: 

F«A<»  Fawcett,  D®P«A»  (Oxon«) 

Additional  Public  Health  Inspectors: 

G®F»  Tasker' e 
R®  Mather « 

Pupil  Public  Health  Inspectors 
No  Pinnocko 


Arlington  House,  76  Banbury  Road,  Oxford o 

Tel;  Oxford  53211 
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BULLINGDON  RURAL  D I3TRICT 


VITAL  STATISTICS 

Estimated  mid“>year  Home  Population  51^790 


1 

Males 

Females 

j 

'  Total 

Legit 

Illegit 

Total 

Legit 

Illegit 

i 

• 

# 

.  ® 

1 

1 

Live  Births 

514 

474 

4G 

523 

WJl 

46 

Stillbirths 

6 

i  6 

\ 

\ 

4 

.. 

4 

Deaths  of  Infants 

! 

1  Under  1  year  of  age 

_ 

11 

10 

1 

1 

■ 

8 

6 

2 

Under  A  weeks  of  a  ge 

8 

7 

1 

5 

5 

Under  of  Iwweek  of  age 

6 

5 

1 

3 

3 

Deaths  (All  Ages) 

228 

_ 

247 

OBW- 

• 

• 

• 

« 

1 

Live  Births  Crude  rate  per  1^000  home  population  20,0 

Live  Births  Ratio  of  local  adjusted  birth  rates  to 

national  rate.  1,10 

Stillbirths  Rate  per  1^000  total  births  10 

Deaths  of  Infants 


Under  1  year  of  a  ge  Rate  per  1^000  live  births  18 

Perinatal  Mortality  Rate  per  1,000  total  births  18 

•  ••  «•“  av  aa  oa*  <*b  ok  <m  a*'  <Ma  a*  aw  a»  WK*  ••o  aa,  aH>  wa  ^b>  a»  aw  wa  mm  mm  "mm  oft.  ae  «aa 

Deaths  (All  Ages)  Crude  rate  per  1,000  home  population  9o2 


Deaths  (All  Ages)  Ratio  of  local  adjusted  death  rate  to 

national  rate 

—  2 
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BULLIN&DON  aUML  DISTRICT 


FACTORISS  ACT.  1961 

Part  I 


le  Inspections  made  by  Public  Health  Inspectorso 


Premises 

Number  on 
Register 

Number  of 

Inspections 

n/7ritten  “ 

Notices 

Occupiers 

Prosecuted 

1  (i)  Factories  in  which  Sections 
i  2^  3^  4  and  6  are  to  be 

\  enforced  by  Local  Authorities 

1 

18 

24 

(SKi 

CMK) 

(ii)  Factories  not  included  in 
(i)  in  which  Section  7  is 
enforced  by  the  Local  Authority 

1 

92 

73 

1  (iii)  Other  premises  in  which  Section 

1  7  is  enforced  by  the  Local 

Authority  (excluding  out¬ 
workers*  premises) 

i 

33 

1 

26 

1 

TOTALS . . 

1 

143 

123 

1 

2^  Gases  in  which  defects  were  foundo 


i 

1  Particulars 

1 

1 

Number  of  cases  in  which  defects 

were  found 

Number  of  cases 
in  which  prose¬ 
cutions  were 
instituted 

. .  . 

Found 

Remedied 

Referred 

To 

Inspector 

By  HoMo 

Inspector 

--  . -  -  -  . 

V^ant  of  cleanliness  (Sol) 

oaci 

Overcrov/dinp;  (S®2) 

Unreasonable  temperatures(S» 3) 

OK) 

Ineffective  drainage  of 
floors  (S®6) 

aO 

OMO 

Inadequate  ventilation  (s«45 

OMD 

5 


continued 


BULLINGDON  RURAL  DISTRICT 


I  Sanitary  conveniences 
(S.7) 

*  (a)  Insufficient 

1 

OHS 

;  (b)  Unsuitable  or  defective 

oo 

c 

OMO 

S  (c)  Not  separate  for  sexes 

CK» 

1  Other  offences  against  Act 
]  (not  including  offences 

!  relating  to  outv/orkers) 

1 

1 

- 

TOTALS  »•  ••  «•  •• 

9m> 

1 

1 

Part  VIII 

Outwork  -  Sections  133  and  134 


Section  133 


Nature  of  Work 


Wearing  apparel 
Stuffed  Toys 


Number  of  outworkers  in 

August  List 

6 

2 


Number  of  cases  of  default  in  sending  List  to  Council 
Number  of  prosecutions  for  failure  to  supply  lists 
Section  13A- 

work  in  unwholesome  premises 

o€>  oe  e<9  •d  oo 

««  €  e  do  Od  dd  dd 


Number  of  instances  of 
Notices  served 
Prosecutions  oe 


NIL 

NIL 


NIL 

NIL 

NIL 


HAHSR  SUPPLY 


BULLIN&DQ.N  RUIl/J,  D  I STRI GT 


Ih©  Oxf ordslii-F©  cind  Bis'fcr'ic't  WEtj©!"*  Board  hav©  now  “baksn  ovon  "th©  pumpin^s! 
station  to  Britwell  Borehole  Supply,  construction  of  v/hich  was  completed  during 
the  years o  ® 


Bhe  Boai d.  have  been  asked  to  supply  an  estiniate  of  the  cost  of  extending 
the  water  main  f  rom  the  main  Tetsv/orth  Road  to  serve  two  fams  and  seven  dwell 
houseS'  in  the  ha,rrlet  ci  Koi'th  Yveston  (dreat  Hasele3?"  Parish)  since  the  exi^stina 
well  supplies  are  inadequeate  in  quality  and  quantity. 


The  fo-i,lov<ing  add-i.tional  dv/el lings  'were  connected  t  o  'Diibli  c  water  mad  ns 
during  the  year: 


Pari sh 

Old 

f 

New 

■  a-  ■ 

Fayi.  sh 

Old 

NeiY 

Ih*oj)erty 

R|op_ert^' 

Rqopeidy 

iV’operty 

Aston  Rowant 

1 

LeY^knor 

2 

BeckleY^  Stowcod 

1 

Little  Milton 

10 

^Benson 

20 

Littlemore 

6 

Berinsfield 

- . 

126 

Marsh  Baldon 

5-  ■  ’ 

A 

Berrick  Salome 

1 

3 

Mai'ston  -x 

■  1 

102 

GhaJ  grove 

31 

StacIh8.mpton 

:  ^  1  ■ 

3.  • 

Chinn or 

esr- 

66 

S  t  an t  on  St®  J  oh  n  ' 

2 

Clifton  Hampden 

2: 

=„. 

Stoke  Talma  fi’e 

1 

Gulham 

0 

(L. 

Tet  s worth 

«»» 

T7 

D  0  r  oh  e  s  t  e  r-"  on  "“Tham  e  s 

2 

15 

Toot  Baldon 

.2 

Drayton  St^,  Leonard 

1 

1 

ToY/ersey 

«asR‘ 

11 

Ewe  line 

3 

Warb  orough 

k 

Garsington  ■ 

«=, 

35 

Y/atlington 

I? 

Great  Milton 

1 

1 

Y/heatley 

a<r. 

4 

Herspath 

1 

TOTALS : 

Old  Propetdy  New 

Property 

Oxfordshire  and  District  Water 

Board  . «  . ,  . .  . *  , ,  I7  468 


"^Thames  Vallej^'  Y/ater  Board.  *0 

Ix  ii23; 

3a cteriol ordeal  Examination  of  Suirclies. 

**“*“***^=*®'’**”’*»i'''»**'’*’*»fl»*^^*^-  ’sr  *«  »  1-  w^es’-#  ^>i']JiiriLTOs*-.tngT-»axi  -  - 

The  following  are  smaples  taken  fx'om  non~piped  supplies  with  unsatisfactory 
samples.  shoY/n  in  brsxkets:  .  . 

Great  Haseley  **  »*  3(3)  Nuneham  Courtenay  7(2) 

Great  Milton  .0  60)  .ih^rton  ,,  3(3) 

Marsh  Baldon  o»  l(l)  /r 


BULLINGDON  RURAL  D I STRICT 


7Qfo  of  the  foregoing  samples  were  contaminated,  55?S  grossly  sc.  The 
m8.  jority  of  these  samples  were  taken  to  chmonstrate  the  unsatisfactcry  state  of 
the  water,  and  not  random  samples. 

The  following  samples  were  taken  from  piped  supplies: 

Culham  .  •  1(0) 

Horspath  .  .  5(1) 

Slight  c cntamination  occurred  in  1he  mains  supply  to  property  in  Horspath 
Parish  (Area  of  Oxfordshire  and  District  Y/ater  Board)  but  this  was  soon  cleared 
after  cleansing  of  the  service  main. 

Persons  residing  in  areas  remote  from  mains  water  supplies,  and  dependent 
on  wells  and  springs,  still  find  that  1heir  pupplies  are  unrelia.ble  in  quality 
ov^ing  to  contamination  from  surface  water  and  other  forms  of  drainage,  and 
occasionally  insufficient  for  all  their  needs  especially  durd.ng  the  sumraer. 

The  piped  supplies  of  the  Oxfordshire  and  District,  and  Thames  Valley, 

7/ater  Boards  have  been  found  to  be  satisfactory  both  in  qualitjr  and  quantity. 

The  Berinsfield  Borehole  Supply  of  the  Oxfordshire  and  District  7/ater  Board 
contains  0«62  p.p.m.  natural  flouride,  and  the  Cleeve  No.  5  Borehole  Final  Water 
Supply  of  the  Thames  Valley  Water  Boa^rd  contains  0.1  p.p.m.  natural  flcuid-de. 
Analyses  of  the  remaining  piped  supplies  to  the  Rural  District  shov;  no  evidence 
of  flouride  content. 


WATER  SUPPLY 


Parish 


1 


5 
f 

I 

i 
i 
i 

f 

.....  _ _ 

J- 

fAdwell 

! 

jAston  Rov/ant 
Beckley  &  Stov/ood 
Benson 
Berinsfield 
Berrick  Salome 
Br j-  ght  well  Bal  dv/  in 
Britwell  Sabme 
Chalgrove 
iChinnor 

jClifton  Hampden 


ft 
t 


Mains  water  direct  t.o  houses 


I  Totals 

31.12.67 


Year  I968 
Connections  made 


f  I  : 

I  Totals  Populations! 

h  To  CQf  -ZT  no 


r*  ^ - . 

r 


199 

149 

883 

462 

61 

59 

47 

561 

1279 

175 


New  houses 

1  3 


1 

1 

’•"20 

126 

3 


31 

66 


T 


iOld  houses! 
4 


200 

150 

905 

588 

65 

59 

47 

592 

1345 

177 


31.12.68i 


595 

604 

3311 

1688 

180 

174 

123 

1625 

3913 

482 
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BULLINGDON  RURAL  DISi’RICT 


1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

1  Crowell 

23 

1  «ea»- 

23 

54 

Cuddesdon  and  Denton 

1  134 

_ 

134 

420 

Culham 

1  102 

2 

c3sn 

104 

393 

Guxham  a  nd  Easington 

43 

css 

43 

154 

D  orche  st  er*’  on»Thames 

253 

15 

2 

270 

926; 

Drayt  on  St  ^  Le  onard 

90 

1 

1 

92 

223 

Els fie Id 

35 

css 

35 

101 

Ewelme 

257 

260 

777^ 

Forest  Hill  with  Shotover 

221 

c=. 

221 

733 

Garsington 

343 

35 

378 

1263 

Great  Haseley 

162 

162 

461 

Great  Milton 

235 

1 

1 

237 

783 

Holton 

68 

= 

68 

249 

Horspath 

423 

5 

1 

429 

1524 

Lew^knor 

133 

2 

135 

406 

Little  Milton 

102 

10 

C=S> 

112 

323 

Littlemore 

2153 

6 

2139 

7389  i 

Marsh  Baldon 

70 

4 

5  1 

79 

256 

Mars ton 

1041 

102 

1 

1144 

4394 

j  Newington 

37 

CO 

cacy 

37  1 

122 

Nuneham  Courtenay 

55 

crxs) 

55 

165 

Fyrton 

32 

SB.' 

eess 

32 

95 

Risinghurst  and  Sandhills 

984 

«aD 

CStSi 

984 

3509 

3  and  t ‘ord-  on  ha  me  s 

109 

TW» 

109 

a4 

Shi rb urn 

38 

■33s 

ofat 

38 

96 

Stadhampton 

228 

1 

1 

230 

”7t6 

« ' 

Stanton  St*  John 

131 

2 

900- 

133 

409  1 

Stoke  Taimage 

24 

1 

25  ' 

70  , 

Sydenham 

89 

89 

243 

Tetsworth 

143 

17 

160 

322  : 

Thomley 

C39- 

== 

OHO 

Tiddington  with  Albury 

159 

tae- 

159 

497 

Toot  Baldon 

32 

cses 

2 

34 

96 

Tower sey 

121 

11 

e=3 

132 

413 

Y^arborough 

237 

4 

261 

866 

Y/aterperry 

48 

8 

48 

159 

I'ater  stock 

28 

css 

28 

101 

Watlington  | 

625 

17 

642 

2112 

Y/heatfield  | 

14 

CSC 

CSS3 

14 

44 

Yv'heatley 

1085 

4 

1089 

3881 

Yvoodeaton  I 

23 

rs=» 

cr=s- 

 . 23. 

58 

* 

TCTAUi^  s0  ©«  ®@  00 

,  14023 

468 

17 

14533 

48540 

,  *23 : 

030 

491 

17 

Suppliers g  Oxfordshire  and  District  Y^ater  Board 
^Thames  Valley  V/ater  Board* 

Mains  water  by  means  of  standpipes  NIL 


BULLIN&DON  RURAL  DISTRICT 


Aa  mr  *»1 


SLll/'ERAUS  AND  SEWACE  DISPOSAL 


5il6  connections  were  made  to  the  sev;ei*s  diring  the  yearj*  li.fB  of  these  v/ere 
to  old  properties^ 


In  October,  I968,,  the  scheme  of  sev/erp.ge  for  Warborough  3.nd  Shillingfordo. 
connected  to  t  he  Sev/age  Disposal  Y/orks  at  Dorchester-on-Thames ,  ha.d  been  com¬ 
pleted,  and  involved  the  la.ying  of  4731  yards  of  6-inch  diameter  and  1330  yards 
of  9“inch  diameter  sewers  ;  I85O  yards  of  6-inch  diameter  rising  m.ain  and  over 
200  yards  of  d-l^ch  pum.ping  main;  and  construction  of  four  pumping  stations: 
one  at  Y/arborough  and  three  at  Shillingford , 

The  remaining  i+OO  yards  of  3“l3:^eh  dia.meter  sewer  from  the  Pumping  Station 
to  Y/atlj.ngton  Sewage  Disposal  Works,  connected  to  the  outfa,ll  sewer  frciri  3ritY;ell 
Salomie,  v/as  completed  in  October;  and  the  existing  Britwell  sewers  then  connected 
to  the  outfall  sewei*.  The  Pumping  Station  in  Cuxhacm  R.oad  became  operational  and. 
the  outfall  system  was  ready  to  take  drainage  from  private  property.  The  small 
sev/age  disposa.l  plant  was  taken  out  of  use. 


2024  yards  of  7-inch  rising  m.ai.n  at  Chal grove,  approved  by  the  Ministry 
in  February,  was  completed  in  April,  I968  and  c  ormected  to  the  Brookside  Pumping 
Station o 


The  Y/ork  of  piping  in  the  300  yards  of  boundary  brook  at  Marst on  -  between 
the  Council*  s  district  and  Oxford  City  -  was  completed  in  January,  1968«^ 

Tv/o  lengths  of  sev/er  in  Brook  Street  and  Chapel  Street,  Y/atlj.ngton,  which 
were  found  to  contain  a  consid.erable  quantity  of  infiltrating  surface  water, 
v/ere  relaid.  Repairs  to  several  defective  manholes  were  carried  out  later  in 
the  year. 

The  combined  schem.e  of  sewerage  and  sev/age  disposal  for  the  trillages  of 
Chislehampton,  Stadhampton  8.nd  Drayton  St,  Leonard  was  started  early  in  the  year. 

By  the  year  end,  2930  yards  of  6-inch  sev/er  out  of  a  total  of  5533  yards  had 

been  laid  at  Chislehampton  and  Stadhampton  and  sev/er  laying  at  Drayton  St.  Leonard 

was  continuing^  Construction  of  the  Sev/age  Disposal  Y/orks  v/8.s  v/ell  advanced: 

the  sewage  measurement  channel  comipleted  and  work  in  progress  on  various  pipe  lines. 

Ministerial  approval  was  given  in  June  for  the  comibined  scheme  of  sewerage 
and  sewage  disposal  for  the  villages  of  Culham.  and  Clifton  Hamipden.  'Work  started 
in  November  on  laying  deep  sections  of  sev/ers,  and  construction  of  pump  well 
to  No,  1  Pumping  Station,  behind  The  Lion  P.H.,  at  Culham,  but  ov/ing  to  bad 
ground  conditions  and  very  wet  spell  of  weather,  slow  progress  was  being  miadeo 
A  close  circuit  television  survey  of  the  existing  Clifton  Hampden  sewers  v/as 
made  earlier  in  the  year  and  it  was  discovered  that  certain  le  gths  were  out 
of  alignment  and  others  fractured  all  ov/ing  infiltration  of  surface  v/ater,  a,nd 
these  will  have  to  be  relaid.  Outline  design  plan  of  the  Clifton  Hampden  Sewage 
Disposal  Scheme  have  been  submitted  for  the  approval  of  the  Minister. 

The  greater  part  of  the  watercourse  which  flows  through  the  village  of 
Tov/ersey  known  as  Tovmsend  Drain,  and  which  had  becomie  silted  and  obstructed 
by  debris,  has  now  been  cleared, 

-  8  - 


Outline  proposals  for  s  ev/e rage  and  s  ewage  d.sposal  for  Cuddesdon  and 
Denton  have  been  prepared* 

Although  the  Mnistry  have  asked  the  Council  to  (hfer  proceeding  v/ith  the 
sev/ei"age  scheme  for  Stanton  Sto  John^  ovring  to  the  present  national  economic, 
situation^  the  Council  have  asked  f  or  permission  to  lay  3^5  yards  of  sewer  to 
take  drainage  from  College  properties^  in  advance  of  the  main  scheme^  the  cost 
of  which  will  be  met  out  of  Capital  Fund^ 

A  closed  circuit  television  survey  v/as  made  of  Wheatley  s ewers j  after  con”“ 
siderable  trouble  had  been  ©cperi  enced.  frcni  airchiargingo  It  was  found  that  the 
inclination  of  the  sewer  in  Littleworth  Rosid  varied^  and  thus  caused  silting 
up  and  restriction  of  floYf  in  times  of  storm ^  and  that  there  had  been  a  parti.al 
coll0.pse  of  sev/er  and  s  ome  infiltra.tion  in  the  first  length  of  se?/er  in  High 
Street o  A  9“ioch  diameter  relief  sewer  is  tc  be  laid  adjacent  to  the  existing 
sewer  in  Littleworth  Road  and  the  faults  in  High  Street  sev^/er  remedied  at  the 
same  Umeo 

Property  in  College  Lane,  Lj_ttlemore,  v/as  partailly  flooded  in  early  summer 
after  an  intense  rain  downfall,  owing  mainly  to  the  inability  of  the  County 
surface  water  sewers  tc  cope  with  this  downpour,  and  to  the  surcharging  of  the 
Council's  foul  sev^er  in  tie  vicinity.  Some  further  flooding  occurred  in  Jul^/* 

A  sewer  is  being  laid  to  take  excess  storm  vmter  from  this  area  connected  to 
nev'/  development  off  G-iles  Roar  ,, 

Repeated  flooding  by  surface  water  to  property  in  Old  London  Road,  Iheatley 
was  alleged  to  be  partially  caused  by  discharge  of  effluent  from  the  Gouncil^s 
sewage  disposal  works  into  the  main  v/atercourse®  Gonsidera.tion  is  being  given 
to  the  diversion  of  the  effluent  direct  into  the  River  Thame®  The  County  Qounci 
have  also  completb-d  a  surface  v/ater  drainage  survey  of  the  village  of  Wheatley 
in  order  to  assess  v/hat  additiona,!  works  are  needed  to  prevent  the.  recurrence 
of  general  flooding  throughout  the  area* 

Owing  to  considerable  flooding  in  the  Marston  area  from  severe  storms  in 
July,  the  The.mes  Conservanoj;^  i.s  carrying  out  a  detailed  reappraisal  of  their 
surface  water  drainage  system®  A  scheme  tc  alleviate  localized  flooding  in  the 
Beechey  Avenue  =“  Oxford  Road  area  at  Marston  has  been  prepared  and.  submitted 
to  the  Parish  Council  for  c onsiderations 

The  Council  have  agreed  to  allov/  coinnections  tc  their  Council  Housing 
Estates  Sewage  Disposal  Plsints  from,  private  property  at  Great  Haseley,  Little 
Milton,  and  Stavdhamptono  Two  lengths  of  sewer  serving  new  residential  develop-* 
ment  at  Boults  Lane,  Old  Marston,  have  been  adopted  as  public  sewers;  a.nd  con-- 
sideration  is  being  given  to  the  adoption  of  a  private  sewage  disposal  plant 
at  Berrick  Salome o 
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HOUSING 

During  I968  the  following  244-  dwellings  were  erected  by  the  Council: 
1].8  Three-bedroom  houses  at  B^rinsfield, 

4  One-bedroom  flats  at  Berinsfield* 

35  Two-bedroom  flats  at  Berinsfieldo 
20  Three -bedroom:  flats  at  Berinsfield. 

4  Rour-bedroom  flats  at  Berinsfieldo 
2  One-bedroom,  bungalows  at  Ghalgrove, 

8  Three-bedroom:  houses  at  Chinnor, 

2  Tour-bedroom  houses  at  Chinn or, 

14  One-bedroom  flats  at  Garsington. 

1  Two-bedroom  flat  at  Garsington, 

6  Three -be  dr  00m.  houses  at  Tetsworth, 

12  One-bedroom  flat  at  Tetsworth^ 

1  Two-bedroom  flat  at  Tetsworth, 

2  Three-bedroom  houses  at  Towersey* 

14  One-bedroom  flats  at  Towersey, 

1  Two-bedroom  flat  at  T.owersey=» 


581  private  eneterprise  dwellings  were  built  as  follov/s: 

Marston  (lO?);  Chinnor  (lOl);  Chalgrove  (9l);  Benson  (78);  Garsington  (4D); 
Littlemore  (37);  Ewelme  (24);  Wheatley  (19);  Little  Milton  (I5);  Watlington 
(14);  Dorchester-on-Thames  (9);  Towersey  (4)*  Horspath,  Stanton  St.  John,  Cuddesdon 
and  Marsh  Baldon  (4  each);  Lev/knor,  Beckley  and  Drayton  St,  Leonard  (3  each); 

Cuxham  and  Brightv/ell  Baldwin  (2  each);  and  Aston  Rowant,  Great  Milton,  Risinghurst 
and  Sandhills,  Tiddington,  Helton,  Great  Haseley,  Thomley,  Tetsworth,  Sandford- 
on-Thames,  Forest.  Hill,  and  Clifton  Hampden  (l  each)® 
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BULLIN&OON  HUML  DIS'CfilCT; 


Two  tiireo^-badroom  housos  w€5re  erected  by  Oxfordshire  County  Council  a.t. 
Oak  1-33^  Rcad^  Ghinnc; 


> 


Oxford  Council  have  built  thq  follov/ing  d?/ellinrs  in  the  Rural 


District ; 


Parish  of  Littlemere 

^KL.'T.  a^.-ae  .i4«— «*■ 


23  Two-bedroom  houses  Lambourne  Roaid^  Rose  Hill* 
48  Three “bedroOiH  houses  at  Nowell  Road Rose  Hill, 

Parish  o f  Ri s inghur s t  and  Sa ndhi 11 s * 

12  flats  at  Nuffield  Road,  Wood  Farm  Estate* 


aim-STANDARD  HOUSING 


The  Oxiford  Corporation  still  administer  59  huts  at  the  Slade- Park 3 
Headington*  (Parrish  of  Horspath) 


CARAVANS 


■'i 

D 


At  31st  D-ecember,  19^83  the  Council  had  licensed  under  the  Caravan  Sites 
and  Control  of  Development  Act^  1960^  149  caravan  sites  in  their  districtj  accom¬ 
modating  1036  caravans,!  inc?Luding  the  Council’s  ov/n  site  at  Old  Marston  accom¬ 
modating  62  vans®  Approximately  968  vans  v/ere  stationed  on  these  sites* 

Non-compliance  ’with  conditions  of  licence  were  found  at  iwo  sites;  one  at 
Benson  and  another  at  Horspath ^  in  connection  mth  a  failure  to  provide  adequate 
fire  precaution  facilities*^  ®:ie  site  CYmers  were  asked  to  remedy  these  Ydtb- 
out  delaVo 


A:  site  for  5  caravans  at  Ghinnor  has  been  relicensedj  but  it  is  subject 
to  ’’’rundown’^'  c  cndit ion  imposed  in  t  he  corresponding  planning  permissioHo 

Six  unauthorised  caravan  sites  were  dealt  with  during  the  year;  one  at 
Lewknor  containing  two  vans  (one  van  removed  from  site);  two  sites  at  Littlemore, 
one  having  a  single  caravan  and  the  other  three  vans  (all  vans  removed  from 
the  sites);  two  at  Marston,  one  of  theee  vans  (site  vacated),  and  another  on 
grass  verge  of  A-o^R)  (removed  by  Police);  and  a  site  a.t  Sydenham. (van  no?/  unocuupied 

Complaints  vvere  received  about  eleven  caravans  stationed  on  part  of  The 
Slade  Park  (east  of  Oxford  ring  road)  -  land  belonging  to  Oxford  City  Council  - 
occupied  by  itinerant  travellers*  Three  vans  were  removed  from  the  site  and 
the  remaining  vans,  transferred  to  an  adjacent  licensed  site  provided  vvith  wvater 
and  flush  sanitation;  the  stakes  erected  to  prevent  further  illegal  occupation* 


The  Planning  Committee  of  the  Oxfordshire  County  Council  have  agreed  to 
undertake  that  on  the  purchase,  by  the  District  Council  of  land  at  Sandford-on- 
Thames  to  accommodate  itinerant  travellers,  they  v/ould  be  prepared  to  grant 
conditional  planning  permission  for  such  development...  In  view  of  the  proposed 
coming  into  force  of  the  Caravan  Sites,  1968  the  District  and  County^'  Council 
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v/ill,  in  any  case,  have  to  reconsider  this  question  in  regard  to  operation  of 
Part  II  of  the  Act, 

gQ3gj.ABLE  DWELLINCS 

There  are  no  known  dwellings  within  the  district  which  are  subjedt  to 
licensing  under  Section  269,  Public  Health  Act,  I9360 

DEMAND  EOR  HOUSING- 

—  1^  il  iWi  mw  I  ^ 

At  the  end  of  I968  there  were  700  applications  for  Council  Houses  out- 
standings  It  is  estimated  that  835  houses  are  required  to  replace  unfit 
dv/ellings  and  to  meet  the  demands  for  accommodation  in  modern  housings 

HOUSING-  ACTS 1949-°1964;  IIvIPROVEMENT  G-RANTS 

In  1968  applications  were  received  for  59  Discretionary  Improvement  Grants 
involving  6l  dwellings;  and  f or  9  Standard  Improvment  Grants  involving  9  dwellings. 
Discretionary  Grants  for  78  dwellings  and  Standard  Grants  for  13  dwellings  were 
approved.  The  Council  paid  £155  951  in  Discretionary  Grants  in  respect  of  59 
dwellings;  and  in  Standard  Grants  in  respect  of  I3  dwellingso 

COlviPULSORY  IJVIPROVEMBNT  OF  DWELLINGS  TO  PROVIDE 

STANDARD.  Ai'IENITIES 

The  Council  have  considered  representatives  from  the  owners  of  seven  houses 
in  the  L^ttlemore  No,  1  Improvement  Area.  They  have  served  an  Immediate  Improve¬ 
ment  Notice  in  respect  of  one  house;  are  considering  the  purchase  of  tvjo  houses 
by  agreement;  and  have  deferred  consideration  on  the  remainder. 

SSus  _.uro^Tr.  houses 

SRRS®  1968  -  J^omal  ^aq-y^on: 

D^e mqli^i^  Orders  sealed s 

Great  Haseley  2 


Horspath  1 
Lewknor  3 
fyrton  2 
Stadhampton  1 
Toot  Bald on  3 

TOTAL  o .  12 
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Closing;  Orders  sealed  £ 


Horspath 
Marst  on 
Warborough 


1 

1 

1 


TOTAL 


®  0 


Undertalcing  given  by  owner  not  to  relet  dwellinghouse 
until  made  fit  for  that  purpose 


& 


Dorchester  1 

Houses  subject  to  Demolition  Orders  which  were  demolished.^ 


Chal grove 
Chinn  or 


2 


TOTAL 


0  o 


3 


House  subject  to  Undertaking  to  Pwepair  which  ms  demolished^: 


Dorchester 


1 


(Building  collapsed  whilst  being  repaired  and 
became  total  ruino) 

Houses  reconditioned  for  which  permission  was  previously  given 

to  improve,  enlarge  or  reconstruct ^  and  which  were  the  subject 

Demolition  Orders  £ 

South  Weston  3 
Syderliam  1 


TOTAL 


o  o 


Closing  Orders g 


Benson 

Cuxiiam 


1 

5 


TOTAU 


©  o 


Houses  dealt  with  in  year  1968  -  Informal  action %: 
Housing  demolishec  s 


Garsington 

Horspath 


1 

1 


©  © 
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TOTAL 
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Houses  rendered  fit  or  improved  under  Public  Health 
and  Housing  Acts  •.  227 

Re-occupation  of  Unfit  House 

arnmm’--  tn  -  m  -  ^  •m  ew«  -ab  iii  ■  •  lai'  'yt 

Legal  proceedings  were  taken  against  the  former  tenant  of  a  house  at 
T'etsworth,  subject  to  a  Demolition  Order,  who  had  re-occupied  the  property  after- 
rehousing  by  the  Council,  On  conviction  he  v/as  fined  £3  with  £7  costs,  Further 
proceedings  were  taken  later  in  the  year  for  his  continued  occupation  of  the 
house.  He  v/as  then  fined  £5  for  the  first  day  of  such  occupation  but  no  order 
made  in  respect  of  the  other  65  days.  The  tenant  had  then  left  the  house  and 
did  not  intend  to  return  to  ito 

NATIONAL  ASSISTANCE  ACT,  1948,  Section  50 

The  Council  have  not  been  required  to  arrange  for  the  burial  of  any  person 
foiind  dea,d  in  their  district. 


PREViNTION  OF  DAMCE  BY  PESTS  ACT,  1949. 

An  analysis  of  work  carried  out  under  this  Act  during  the  year  s  hov/s  that 
815  properties  v/ere  inspected,  602  in  response  to  complaints  received,  and  195 
reinspections  made,  639  of  these  properties  were  found  to  be  infested  with 
rats,  and  34  by  mice^  all  of  which  were  treated,  including  I7I  retreatments , 

66  ''block**'  control  schemes  were  carried  out® 


DESTRUCTION  OF  WASPS*  NESTS 


During  the  ainnner  and  autumn  seasons  the  Council  arranged  for  the  destruction 
of  wasps*  nests  on  a  contractual  basis  of  5/-  pen  treatment,  19  nests  were 
destroyed. 


OFFICES,  SHOPS  AND  RAILV/AY  PREMISES  AGT^, 


The  Annual  Report  to  the  Ministry  of  Labour  on  proceedings  under  this  Act 
is  summarized  below: 


Table  A Registrations  and  Ueneral  Inspections 


Class  of  pre¬ 
mises 

i 

Number  of  Premises 
registered  during 
the  year 

1 

i 

Total  Number  of  .'Number  of  registered 
registered  pre-  {premises  receiving 
mises  at  end  of  \  one  or  m*ore  genera-1  1 
the  year  {inspections  during  f 

jthe  year  j 

1 

1  Offices 

....  .-_j. — . ,  j 

54  43 

[detail  Shops 

88  1  77 
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Wholesale  shops  and 
warehouses 

caes* 

8 

6. 

Catering  Establishments 
open  to  the  public^ 
and  canteens 

16 

1 6  . 

Fuel  storage  depots 

3 

.  3  ,  i 

TOTALS  so  0  ®  9  0 

1 

169  ! 

i  145 

Table  B  Number  of  visits  of  all  kinds 

(incljading  general  inspections) 
to  Registered  ibremises.  00  00  316 


Table  G  —  Analysis  by  Y/orkplace  of  Persons  employed  in 

— Ciiiiiiriiiwiiiwwiiiuiini— wiiiiin  iniiiiiwiiin  ifiiii  iiii— I— tllww  iiiir  I  — >ii«WiWiiii  dHiifc  II  . . .  nm  I'nr  iiifiiiiiwrtTriiinii  unniirn  iiwim  n  nn  nfiHiiiiifci  maiiin^i  an  umi  m  . . . . .  iiiafiiwiiiiiiiiiMiiijiMniiMi— — 

Registered  Premises  at  end  of  the  year 


Class  of  Y/orkplace 

Number  of 

Persons  Employed 

Offices  *0 

0  © 

0  a 

1026 

Retail  Shops  « « 

©  ® 

©  © 

338 

Y/holesale  Departments  and 

Y/arehouses.  ®  ® 

®  © 

@  0 

64 

Catering  Establishments 

open  to  the  Public 

0  0 

&  <» 

79 

Canteens  *  o 

e  © 

0  0 

39 

Fuel  Storage  Depots 

e  0 

•  0 

12 

TOTAL 

®  0 

♦  0 

1558 

TOTAL  IvI/lLES 

#  © 

®.  © 

633 

TOTAL  FEMLES 

0  # 

925  I 

Table  I)  '*  Exemptions  NIL 


Table  E  ”  Fl'osecutions  NIL 
Table  F  =  Inspectors  4 
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Koti.fi cations  of  Accidents 


Five  accidents  were  notified  during  the  years 


Offices  o «  * .  ®  •  e  • 

Retail  Shops 

Warehouse  o«  o*  oo 


1  (Fall  down  stairs) 

2  (i*  Thumb  cut  by  bacon  slicing  machine) 
(iio  Fall  whilst  handling  machinery) 

1  (struck  by  falling  object) 


Catering  Establishment 

open  to  the  Public  ..  1  (Bite  by  dog) 

Those  accidents  reported  as  occurring  in  shops  were  investigated  and  advice  given 
[*o.r'  preventing  recurrences® 


i  NOISE  ABATEMENT  ACT,  19_60 

it 


'  Four  complaints  were  received  during  the  year  of  sufficient  importance  to  justify 
consideration  by  the  Councils 

^a)  Noise  arising  from  blasting  operations  in  constructional  works  at  Oxford  City 
Council  Sewage  Disposal  Works  at  Sandford^on-^Thames®  The  Contractor  agreed  to 
^0  0p  x'emaining  charges  to  a  minimum  and  ensure  that  they  w  ould  take  place  at 
reasonable  times  of  the  dayo 

[b)  Nuisance  from  use  of  premises  at  Littlemore  by  loading  and  unloading  lorries® 

The  owners  ^ve  an  assurance  fhat  tie  premises  wiuld  not  be  used  as  a  d:ore  for  the 
next  few  years  and  no  further  complaints  were  received® 

;{c)  Noise  emitted  from  wood  drying  kilns  and  dust  escaping  from  cyclone  to  sawdust 

arrestation  plant  at  woodyard  in  Chinnor®  Works  of  conversion  by  having  fan  motors 
iimsidethe  kiln  are  to  be  carried  out^  and  ihis  should  reduce  the  noise  level  con- 

siderably 

(d)  Complaints^  were  receive'  regarding  1he  howling  of  beagles  from  kennels  at  G-arsington^ 
especially  during  the  night,  adjacent  to  persons  living  in  newly-erected  dwelling- 
,  houses®  The  kennels  ai  e  well  kept  and  clean;,  and  although  everything  is  being 
i  done  to  prevent  undue  noise  from  the  hounds^  methods  of  s  ound-proof ing  the  kennels 

and  houses  are  b  eing  considered  which  may  alleviate  the  nuisance® 

I 


SCRAP  METAL  DEALERS  ACT^  I96I. 

One  person  ms  registered  a  nd  e  leven  persons  reregistered  as  scrap  metal  dealers 
during  the  year.  There  are  14  registered  d ealers® 
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CLEAN  AIR  ACT.  1956 

Complaints  v/ere  received  of  a  serious  smoke  nuisance  from  the  BMC  Incineration 
Flant^  behind  a  new  office  building  at  Omiley^  This  vms  alleged  to  arise  from  tie 
burning  of  bitumastic  coated  paper  and  has  now  stopped^  The  plant  was  also  installed 
without  prior  approval  beinh  obtained  under  t  he  Ac  bo  The  Company  v/ere  asked  to  submit 
details  of  the  installation  and^  subject  to  minor  alterations^  1heir  application  was 
subsequently  approved® 

Approval  wa.s a  Iso  given  t o  applications  from  (a)  Littlemcre  Hospital  for  installing 
three  Oilex  Bnilers  fired  by  Nu-Way  Pressure  Jets  with  chimney  height  of  90  feet  above 
ground  level;  and  (b)  a  Company  at  Risinghurst  for  boiler  plant  consisting  of  one 
Lincoln  Yfarm  Air  Furnace  Boiler  fired  by  oil  pressure  jet^  with  chimney  constructed 
20  feet  above  ground  level® 

Discussions  took  place  with  Oxford  City  Public  Health  Inspectors  about  possible 
air  pollution  from  plant  operating  on  crude  oil  for  new  hospital  at  Headington^  The 
Ministry  have  a c cep ted  an  alternative  gas“° fired  installation  which,  other  than  steam, 
will  cause  no  waste  emission® 


Lewknor  Air  Research  Station 

I— r— iiiiwi  liWiiiimnii—ii  i  mi  m  inWLnajniM«BLiiiiifci.ii  — iina  111,111—  iitiWiii.wajiiiMi  p 

Since  November,  1964^  the  Public  Health  Department  has  carried  out  regular  weekly 
observations  in  connection  with  a  National  Survey  of  Air  Pollution  organised  by  the 
Warren  Spring  Laboratory  of  the  Ministry  of  Technology® 

The  primary  objects  of  the  survey  have  been  to  measure  and  cog^pare  the  varying 
levels  of  pollution  of  the  air  in  all  parts  of  the  country  from  the  ^nsely  populated 
industrial  areas  to  small  urban  areas,  and  finally  open  countryside  such  as  the  Council® s 
site  at  Lewknor o 

The  techniques  employed  have  been  t o  measure  the  amounts  of  suspended  dirt,  dust 
and  g rit  in  1he  air  together  with t he  quantity  of  sulphur  dioxide  present®  The  Y/arren 
Spring  Laboratory  have  obtained  the  bulk  of  the  information  required  f rom  t he  original 
survey  but,  under  the  auspices  of  the  Organisation  for  Economic  Co-operation  and  Develop¬ 
ment,  a  European  netv/ork  of  air  pollution  sampling  stations,  of  which  there  are  to  be 
six  in  Britain  »  one  of  which  is  to  be  the  Lewknor  Station  is  being  organised  tc  study 
the  drift  of  pollution  f rom.  1he  populous  areas  to  ihe  countiyside,  for  a  period  of  twelve 
months  o 

The  Council®  s.  Public  Health  Department  are  also  co-operating  with  tie  Central 
Electricity  G-enerating  Board  and  Construction  Industry  Research  and  Information  Associati 
to  establish  test  s ites  in  1he  district  to  measure  the  effects  of  atmospheric  corrosion® 
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BSTTIK&,  &AMIN&  AND  LOTTARISS  ACTS,  I963-64 


Fifty  applications  were  received  from  proprietors  of  premises  for  per- 
mission  to  install  and/or  retain  machines  which  provide  amusements  with  prizes: 

39  in  respect  of  licensed  premises  for  installing  41  machines;  9  from  licensed 
hotels  for  10  machines;  one  for  a  roadhouse  for  one  machine;  and  one  for  a  fish 
shop  for  one  machine;  The  application  for  the  fish  shop  was  refused;  an  appli“ 
cation  to  install  two  machines  in  a  licensed  hotel  later  amended  to  one  machi  ne; 
and  the  remaining  applications  were  approved. 


ANIilAL  BOiUiDING-  BSTABLlSHlViF^^^  AGi%^  196j 
"aND^PI^:  AliIilALs'  A(^^^’l251 


The  annual  licenses  held  by  the  proprietors  of  four  animal  boarding 
establ  is  laments  v/ere  renewed;  the  use  of  premises  at  Nunehara  Court  ena.y  was  dis¬ 
continued,  No  persons  are  licensed  to  keep  pet  animal  shops* 


PUBLIC  HEALTH  ACT,  1936 


SLo 


TI0N3  75  AlSiD  76 

L.iiii'ii'anwituTiim.  40%.  m. 


(Placing  of  Litter  Bins  in  Streets  and  provision  of  dustbins 

by  householders) 


New  litter  bins  have  been  specially  provided  in  the  villages  of  Berinsfield^ 
Ghinnor^  Horspath,  Marsh  Baldon  and  Tiddington.  Old  type  and  defective  bins 
are  gradually/  being  replaced  by  new  bins. 

Householders  have  been  asked  to  provide  regulation  dustbi^ns  in  diose  causes 
Y/here  their  old  containers  were  defective  and  unsuitable* 


PUBLIC  .HLALIH  ACT,  1936  -  SUCTION  92:  NUI3.-NC 


Ti 


Defective  or  inadequate  d  rainage  systems  remain  still  the  ma.in  cause  of 
nuisance  giving  rise  to  ma.ny  complain  As* 


Surface  water  flooding  to  property  in  Shelley  Close,  Risinghurst,  from 
land  belonging  to  Oxford  City  Education  Authority  Y/as,  belatedly,  remedied” 
after  numerous  requests  -  by  the  construction  of  a  ditch  to  link  with  the  one 
in  Kj.ln  Lane « 


TJne  removal  of  tree  roots  and  debris  from  a  watercourse  at  Culham  abated  a 
nuisance  of  flooding  to  property  and  private  drainage.  The  Highway  Authority 
were  also  asked  to  allevaite  storm  water  flooding  from  the  highwa^^  to  cottages 
at  G-reat  Milton « 

A  ditch  which  v/a.s  polluted  by  sewage,  passing  through  the  tillage  of  Yfer- 
borough,  w^as  cleansed,  a.ndthis  nuisance  was  not  expected  to  recur  after  main 
drain,  ge  was  provided  in  the  villages  later  in  the  year  when  the  offenders 
could  connect  their  houses  to  the  sewers* 
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BULLINCDON  RURAL 

DISTRICT 

continued 

Canteens 

7 

? 

7 

7 

Bakehouse 

9 

9 

. 9 . 

 . .5 

TOTALS 

9  O 

o  o 

■ 

343 

286 

282 

Number  and  Types  of  Food  Pr*emises  registered  under  Section  l6 


Food  and  Dru^s  Act,  1953 


Storage  and  sale  of  ice  cream  o« 


0«(»  0*9  «00  9  & 


Manufacture  of  sausages  ©o® 


eo  •^o  «>•«  900 


Manufacture  of  sausages  and  pickled  meats 


•  9  •  •  o  e 


Fish  frying  ooo 


^OO  099  990  009  909  099  999 


Poultry  Processing  Premises 


138 

12 

2 

6 


There  are  none  of  these  premises  in  the  Rural  District, 


FOOD  INSPECTION 


Food  is  inspected  duringroutine  visits  io  food  premises  and,  in  particular,  when 
requested  to  d o  so  by  owners  of  these  e  stablishments a  Unfit  food  is  incinerated  at  the 
Council's  refuse t ips® 

The  Department  received  five  complaints  of  actraneous  matter  found  in  food  and  two 
of  unsatisfactory  quality: 

(a)  Mould  in  Cornish  Pasty  purchased  from  shop  at  Clifton  Hampdeno 

(b)  Suspected  Salmonella  organisms  inhn  of  pork  luncheon  meat  bought  from  a 
Culham  store. 

(c)  Mould  in  Pork  Pie  obtained  from  stores  at  Ewelme. 

(d)  Partly  carbonised  wheat  starch  in  doughnut  purchased  from  14-ttlemore  shop. 

(e)  Particles  of  husk  and  stalk  in  b ottles  of  pasteurised  milk  delivered  by  rounds 
man  at  Chinnoro 

(f)  Soft  and  unpalatable  toffee  lollies  sold  from  shop  at  Y/heatley. 

(g)  Unpeeled  and  dirty  potato  chips  bought  from  fish  and  chip  van  at  Littlemore, 


BULLINGDOK  RURAX  RISTRICT 


The  Council  are  taking  legal  proceedings  against  the  retailer  of  the  pork  pie 
[p ^  ^  saxiiples  Ox  pork  luncheon  meat  (h)  were  found  to  he  negative  j  and  warning  letters 
r:-c  sent  to  vendors  and  producers  of  (a)  and  (d),  and  the  vendor  of  (g).  Since 
isufficient  evidence  was  obtainable  to  identify  responsibility  for  conditions  (e)  and 
^  no  further  action  v/astakeiu 


1  1968, 
)stga 


a-i«  proceedings  taken  in  r  espect  of  mouldy?'  sausage  rolls  purchased  from  a 
er  shop  in^:e  year  I967  was  heard  by  the  Eullingdon  Magistrates®  Court  early 
Y/henbie  defendants  entered  a  plea  of  guilty  and  were  fined  £30  with  12  guineas 


Food  Hygiene  (General)  Regulations,  1960 ^  and 
Food  Hygiene  (Markets,  Stalls  and  Delivery  Vehicles) 

Regulations,  1966^ 


Complaints  yiere  received  of  nc?^se,  smell  and  ^neral  annoyance  to  private  residents 
;  Marston  concerning  the  operation  of  a  mobile  fish  and  chip  van*  The  van  was  f)und 
)t  to  comply  with  1he  Regulations,  and  a.  private  garage  was  teing  used  for  food  prepara  ti 
le.  Council  resolved  t  0  take  legal  proceedings  against  the  proprietor^  but,  in  the  mean- 
.me,  the  business  was  s  old  and  no  further  action  was  necessaryo 


Allegations  by  a  customer  that  a  Y/heatley  cafe  was  dirty  and  a  possible  danger 
)  health  were  investigated.  Although  furnishings  gave  an  appea:  ance  of  dinginess,  the 
•emises,  including  kitchen  and  utensils,  were  f ound t c  be  clean  and  well  kept,  and  the 
)mplaint  appeared  t  o  be  unjustified. 


FOOD  INSPECTED  AND  CONDEMNED 


Meat 


Dried  Fruit 


Cooked  fore^end  bacon, 


"Sundora”  currants 


70  lbs, 


Decomposition  and  bone 
taint. 


28  Ibso  Contaminated  by  grubs 


Frozen  foods  41  packets  of  various  food.  28  lbs 


Failure  of  refrigeration 
plant. 


SUMMARY  OF  TOE  PUBLIC  HEALTH  INSPECTORS’  WORK  DURING  1968 
Number  of  Inspections  made  for  all  purposes  ,  .  .  ...  ...  . «  * 


Number  of  complaints  received 


e  o  • 


Number  of  Notices  served  (informal) 


000 


®  ©  ® 


6  0® 


Number  of  Notices  served  (Statutory)  ... 


O  G>  ® 


Number  of  Prosecutions 


000 


®  «  o 


©  0  e 


o  ®  9 


4805 

584 

97 

13 
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HENLEY  RURAL  LISTRICT 


(R.G-.’s  Mid-year  i968  Home  PopuLation  Estimate;) 

29,940 

Chief  PubLic  Health  Inspector: 

H.G.T.  BOLTUN,  M.R.S^H. 

Leputy  Public  Health  Inspector: 

B ,  REAL 

Additional  Public  Health  Inspector  : 

A.  J,  REECE  (Appointed  27J  J969) 


Easby  House,  Northfield  End, 
Henley-on-Iham.es . 

Cel:  Henley  2672 


HENLEY  RURAL  LLSTRICT 
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VITAL  STATISTICS 

Estimated  mid-year  Home  Population  29,940 


MALES 

FEMALES 

Total 

Legit 

Illegit 

Total 

Legit 

Illegit 

Live  Births 

264 

255 

9 

223 

211 

12 

D tillbirths 

3 

3 

— 

3 

3 

— 

Deaths  of  Infants 

Under  I  year  of  age 

3 

3 

— 

2 

2 

— 

Under  4  weeks  of  age 

3 

3 

— 

1 

1 

— 

Under  I  week  of  age 

3 

3 

— 

1 

1 

— 

Deaths  (All  Ages) 

133 

— 

— 

143 

— 

•— 

Live  Births 

Crude  rate  per  1,000  home  popuLation 

16.3 

Live  Births 

Ratio  of  local  adjusted  birth  rate 
to  national  rate 

1 . 19 

Stillbirths 

Rate  per  1,000  total  births 

12 

Deaths  of  Infants 

Under  1  year  of 

age  Rate  per  1,000  live  births 

10 

Perinatal 

Mortality 

Rate  per  1,000  total  births 

20 

Deaths  (All  Ages) 

Crude  rate  per  1,000  home  population 

9.2 

Deaths  (All  Ages) 

Ratio  of  local  adjusted  death  rate 
to  national  rate 

0.69 

I 


HEi^LEY  RURAL  DISTRICT 


WATER  SUPPLIES 


Rost  of  the  rural  district  (together  v/ith  Benson  and 
Ewelme  in  the  BuIIingdon  R.L.)  are  supplied  v/ith  water 
from  the  Thames  Valley  Water  Board *s  source  at  Cleeve 
(Coring)  with  storage  reservoirs  at  Beggarshush,  Cleeve, 
Coring  Heath,  Nettlehed  and  Woodcote,  a  water  tower  at 
Cookley  Creen  and  a  ground  level  tank  at  Bix. 

Harpsden  and  Shiplake  are  supplied  from  the  Harpsden 
works  with  a  reservoir  at  Mays  Creen  and  part  of  V/hitchurch 
is  supplied  with  water  from  the  Board’s  Reading  area  works 
at  Pangbourne . 

Samples  detailed  belov/  were  examined  during  1968. 


Coring  (Cleeve)  V/orks,  Raw  Water 

Coring  (Cleeve)  vvorks,  Pinal  Water 

Beggarshush  Reservoir 

Cleeve  Reservoir 

Coring  Heath  Reservoir 

Nettlebed  Reservoir 

Vv'oodcote  Reservoir 

Cookley  Creen  Tower 

Bix  Tank 

Tap  Samples 


19 

40 

2 

2 

1 

2 

2 

2 

5 

15 


90 


Pinal  v/ater  samples  from  the  source  v^/ere  of  satisfactory 
quality,  as  were  samples  of  stored  and  distributed  v/ater, 
apart  from  one  from  Cleeve  Reservoir  and  two  from  a  section 
of  a  recently  laid  miain. 

Typical  analyses  of  v/ater  from  Cleeve  source  are  included 
with  results  given  in  parts  per  million  where  appropriate. 
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HENLEY  RURAL  LISTRICT 


C  L  E  E  V  E 


Appearance 


No.  4 
BorehoLe 


No.  5 
BorehoLe 


CLear  & 
bright 


CLear  & 
bright 


CoLour  (HAZEN) 

Odour 

Turbidity  (SiLica  ScaLe) 
Electricai  Conductivity  @  20^C 
pH 

Free  carbon  dioxide 
AmmoniacaL  nitrogen  (N; 
Aibuminoid  nitrogen  (N) 
Nitrite  (N) 

Permanganate  VaLue  4  hrs.©  27^C 
1  ron 

Other  MetaLs 


Nii 

Nii 

Nii 

460 

7.05 

30 

0.000 

0.005 

Absent 

0.02 

Nil 

Absent 


Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

490 

7.1 

28 

0.040 

0.010 

Absent 

0.05 

Nil 

Absent 


Carbonate  Hardness  CaC03 
Non  Carbonate  Hardness  CaC03 
Total  Hardness  CaC03 
Chloride  (Cl) 

Nitrate  (N) 

Sulphate  (SO4) 

Calcium  (Ca) 

Magnesium  (Mg) 

Sodium  (Na) 

Potassium  (K) 

Silica  (SiOp 

Phosphate  (PO4) 

Natural  Fluoride  (F) 


225 

35 

260 

10.5 
6 . 0 

7.5 

102.5 

1.0 


245 

5 

250 

14.0 

5.7 

10.2 

97.5 

1.5 


8 

1.6 

12 

0.04 

Less 
than  0 


22 

2.3 

14 

0.04 

0.1 
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HENLEY  RURAL  LISTRICT 


The  foLLowing  table  shows  the  estimated  number  of 
dwelling  houses  supplied  from  public  mains: 


Parish 

Mains  Water 

Direct  to  house 

Mains  Water 

By  standpipe 

Houses 

Pop . 

Houses 

Pop . 

BIX 

249 

770 

— 

— 

CHECKENLON 

318 

945 

— 

CROWMARSH 

401 

1400 

— 

•— 

EYE  &  LUNSDEN 

1101 

3380 

— 

— 

GORING 

1197 

3550 

— 

•— 

GORING  HEATH 

394 

1175 

— 

— 

HARPS PEN 

154 

520 

— 

— 

HIGHMOOR 

127 

410 

— 

— 

IPSLEN 

93 

325 

— 

— 

AILMURE  END 

657 

2140 

— 

— 

iiAPLELURHAR 

729 

2370 

— 

— 

NETTLEBEL 

248 

850 

— 

— 

NUEPIELL 

197 

695 

— 

__ 

PISHILL/STONOR 

114 

340 

2 

6 

R.  GREYS 

123 

400 

— 

— 

R,  PEPPARL 

485 

1455 

— 

— 

SHI PLANE 

586 

1740 

— 

— 

SONNING  COMMON 

1240 

3810 

— 

■— 

SOUTH  STOKE 

141 

440 

— 

— 

STOKE  ROV/ 

214 

675 

1 

2 

SWYNCOMBE 

101 

330 

— - 

— • 

vvHITCHURGH 

285 

860 

— 

— 

V/OOLCOTE 

449 

1360 

— 

— 

TOTAL 

9603 

29940 

3 

8 
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HSNIEY  RURAL  DISTRICT 
POOD  AND  DRUGS 


Pood  Hyj^iene  (General)  Regulations  I960 


Premises  subject  to  the  Regulations: 


Type 

No .  of 
Premises 

No. 

Comply¬ 
ing 
v/i  th 

Reg . 16 

Reg . 19 
Appli . 

N  >. 

Comply¬ 

ing 

v/ith 

Reg . 19 

General  Pood  Shops 

56 

56 

54 

54 

Butchers 

8 

8 

8 

8 

Bakehouses 

4 

4 

4 

4 

Cafes 

4 

4 

4 

4 

Hotels,  Public  Houses 

6  5 

6  5 

65 

64 

School  Kitchens 

15 

15 

15 

15 

Canteens  (Pact cries , 

Offices ) 

7 

7 

7 

7 

Boarding  Houses, 
Nursing  Homes, 
Hospitals,  Clubs 

7 

7 

7 

7 

TOTAL 

166 

166 

164 

163 

(There  are  no  slaughterhouses  or  poultry  processing, 
or  egg  pasteurization  premises  in  the  district.  Routine 
inspection  of  the  premises  has  been  carried  out  during  the 
year  as  often  as  possible  with  the  limited  staff  available). 
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HENLEY  RURAL  DISTRLCT 


Unfit  Pood 


Pour  compLaints  of  purchasers  about  the  fitness  of  food 
were  received  during  the  year.  In  one  case  a  chocolate  was 
found  to  contain  the  Larvae  of  a  cocoa  moth,  a  v/elL  known 
pest  of  the  chocolate  industry.  The  Public  HeaLth  Committee 
considered  all  the  details  of  this  case  and  decided  that 
legal  proceedings  were  not  justified  but  a  warning  was  sent 
to  the  mianuf acturer . 

Pollowing  a  complaint  that  sausages  were  sold  in  a 
stale  condition,  a  samiple  was  sent  for  laboratory  examination. 
The  analyst  did  not  agree  with  the  purchaser  that  the  sausages 
were  unfit  for  sale.  In  another  case  the  cream  inside  a 
doughnut  was  found  to  contain  black  material  later  identified 
as  burnt  dough.  This  had  been  made  and  purchased  outside  the 
rural  district  and  details  were  therefore  sent  to  the 
authority  concerned . 

Another  complaint  concerned  a  packeted  sponge  cake  on 
which  the  purchaser  had  found  small  patches  of  mould.  This 
also  had  been  purchased  outside  the  district.  Investigations 
revealed  that  this  sponge  cake  had  b^en  manufactured  on  18th 
September  and  sold  on  8th  November.  The  manufacturer’s 
recommended  shelf  life  for  this  type  of  cake  was  eleven  days. 

The  enquiry  led  to  a  random  check  by  the  public  health 
inspector  of  several  grocers  to  discover  whether  the 
recommended  ’’Life”  of  similar  cakes  was  being  exceeded.  It 
was  possible  to  do  this  accurately  provided  the  code  number 
stamped  on  each  packet  could  be  interpreted.  The  manufacturer 
was  very  helpful  and  supplied  the  public  health  inspector 
with  full  details  of  the  coding. 

Out  of  87  code  numbers  checked  in  nine  shops  in  November^ 
41  items  were  ”out-of ~lif e ”  .  The  longest  were  27  days  be,-^  ond 
their  proper  shelf  life  (there  were  five  of  these).  The 
average  number  of  days  ”out-of-lif e ”  was  10.5. 

It  should  not  be  assumed  from  these  figures  that  all  or 
any  of  these  cakes  were  obviously  stale,  mouldy  or  unfit. 
Obviously  th^  manufacturer  must  leave  a  margin  to  allow  for 
error  anc  carelessness.  Nevertheless  the  investigation 
revealed  that  .xiany  grocers  either  ignore,  or  are  very 
careless  about  the  freshness  of  their  stocks  of  these 
packeted  cakes. 

Discussions  were  held  with  representatives  of  the 
mianuf acturer  who  were  naturally  very  concerned  about  this 
problem  and  are  doing  almost  everything  possible  to  improve 
matters.  However  the  risk  that  when  one  buys  a  packeted 
cake  it  may  be  several  weeks  old  will  no  doubt  be  with  us 
until  the  industry  agrees  to  stamp  an  uncoded  expiry  date  on 
every  packet. 
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THE  QEEICES,  SHOPS  AND  RAILWAY  PREMISES  ACT,  1963 

Registration  and  Inspection 

Although  10  new  registrations  have  been  made  during  the 
year,  the  net  increase  has  been  only  3  due  to  cancelled 
registrations®  The  total  number  of  registered  premises  is 
now  86  in  which  1,055  persons  are  employed. 

Last  year  it  was  stated  in  the  national  report  on  the 
Act  that  non-registration  was  a  widespread  problem.  In  this 
district  non-registration  is  not  considered  to  be  a  problem 
and  non-registered  premises  are  rarely  discovered. 

A  continuing  programime  of  inspection  and  guidance  to 
owners  and  occupiers  is  being  maintained.  Standards  of 
maintenance  are  generally  good  but  there  are  numerous 
contraventions  of  the  minor  requirements  of  the  Act  such  as 
the  provision  of  thermometers,  abstracts,  and  understocking 
of  first-aid  boxes. 

Lighting  and  heating  have  also  been  found  to  be 
inadequate,  particularly  in  shops,  but  no  case  has  so  far 
been  sufficiently  serious  to  justify  statutory  action. 

Inform.ation  for  Employees 

In  the  several  years  this  Act  has  now  been  in  force  no 
em.ploy^e  has  m.ade  a  complaint  to  the  enforcing  authority 
about  nis  working  conditions.  The  abstract  should  be 
familiar  to  all  employees  but  unfortunately  its  provision 
is  the  most  comm.only  neglected  requirement  of  the  Act. 
Particular  attention  has  therefore  been  paid  in  this 
district  to  seeing  that  the  Information  for  Employees 
Regulations  are  complied  with.  An  explanatory  note  about 
the  abstract  has  been  duplicated  and  a  copy  is  sent  to  all 
employers  who  have  not  complied  with  the  regulations. 

Accidents 

Two  accidents  were  notified  during  the  year.  In  one 
case  a  v/oman  fell  off  a  chair  she  wa,s  standing  on  to  water 
indoor  plants  in  an  offi^p.  She  fractured  her  wrist.  In 
the  other  a  girl  slippea  on  some  steps  as  she  entered  an 
office  and  sprained  her  ankle. 
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Statistics  required  by  the  Minister  of  Labour 

TABLE  A 

REGISTRATION  AND  GENERAL  INSPECTIONS 


Class  of  premises 

1 

> 

Lumber  of 

Premises 

newly 

registered 
during 
the  year 

Total  number 
of  registered 
premises  at 
end  of  year 

Number  of 
registered 
premises 
receiving  one 
or  more  gen¬ 
eral  inspect- 
tions  during 
the  year 

Offices 

2 

2"^ 

10 

Retail  shops 

4 

51 

21 

Wholesale  shops, 
warehouses 

0 

0 

0 

Catering  establish¬ 
ments  open  to  the 
public,  canteens 

2 

10 

10 

fuel  storage  depots 

0 

3 

1 

TOTALS 

8 

86 

42 

1 

TABLE  B 


NUMBER  OP  VISITS  OP  ALL  KINDS  (INCLUDING 

GENERAL  INSPECTIONS)  TO  REGISTERED  PREMISES  68 
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TABLE  C 

ANALYSIS  BY  \vORKPLACE  OF  PERSONS  EMPLOYEE 
IN  REGISTEREL  PREMISES  AT  ENL  OP  YEAR 


Class  of  workplace 

Number  of  persons  employed 

Offices 

768 

Retail  shops 

158 

Wholesale  departments,  ware- 

houses 

0 

Catering  establishments  open  ‘ 

to  the  public 

80 

Canteens 

43 

Fuel  storage  depots 

6 

TOTAL 

1055 

TOTAL  MALES 

580 

TOTAL  FEMALES 

475 

CARAVANS 

At  the  end  of  the  year  the  following  numbers  of  caravans 
were  stationed  in  the  district  on  licensed  sites:- 

Permanent  Residential  Sites 

Commercial  Sites 

3  caravans  at  Checkendon 
3  ”  ”  Sonning  Eye 

6  "  ”  North  Stoke 

108  ”  "  Emmer  Green 

Sites  owned  by  Public  Authorities 

15  caravans  at  Peppard  Hospital 
1  caravan  at  woodcote 
1  "  ”  Eye  and  Lunsden 

Other  Sites 

Non-commiercial  for  special  needs, 
compassionate  or  hardship  grounds 
-  44  caravans  (mostly  single  caravans) 

Recreational  Sites  (Holiday  sites  only) 

52  caravans  at  Bix 
21  ”  ”  Crowmarsh. 
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HOUSING 

At  the  end  of  the  year  there  were  328  applicants  for 
housing  accommodation  on  the  register. 

The  miain  groups  were:~ 

Caravan  Occupiers 

Including  four  families  with  tv/o  children  or  more  18 

Applicants  without  separate  homes 

comprising  26  single  persons  51 

5  couples  without  children 
20  families 

Tenants  of  tied  houses 

including  42  over  the  age  of  60  149 

Tenants  of  private  houses  110 

3^ 

It  will  be  seen  that  nearly  80^f.  of  the  applicants  are 
already  tenants  of  houses  and  that  the  occupiers  of  tied 
houses  form,  almost  half  of  the  waiting  list.  A  number  of 
Court  Orders  v/ere  made  during  the  year  against  somie  of 
this  latter  group  v/hich  added  to  demianc^  on  Tenants’ 

Selection  Com.mittees. 

The  number  of  casual  vacancies  arising  in  1968  was 
23  and  new  dwellings  were  completed  at  Bix  (4  bungalows), 
Checkendon  (2  bungalows),  Peppard  (4  bungalov/s), 

Shiplake  (3  bungalows)  and  Sonning  Common  (4  flats), 

HOUSING  ACT,  1964 

Improvement  of  cottages 

Out  of  a  total  of  9,600  houses  in  the  district  the 
number  of  unimproved  cottages,  that  is  those  without 
bathrooms  or  water  closets,  numbered  326  at  the  comimence- 
mient  of  the  year. 

Letters  have  been  sent  to  owners  reminding  them  of 
grants  available  for  improvement  of  property  and  owners 
have  been  interviewed  with  a  view  to  getting  improvem,ents 
carried  out.  In  addition  three  applications  were  received 
during  the  year  from  tenants  asking  the  Council  to  take 
action  to  secure  improvements  under  the  1964  Housing  Act. 
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The  particuLars  of  action  taken  under  Section  L9  of  the 
Act  are  as  foLlows:- 


No.  of  improvement  areas  surveyed  -  NiL 
No.  of  improvement  areas  deciared  -  NiL 
No.  of  individuai  representations  made  by  tenant  -  3 
No.  of  preLiminary  notices  served  -  3 
No.  of  undertakings  accepted  -  NiL 
No.  of  imimediate  improvement  notices  served  -  Nii 
No.  of  appLications  pending  -  L 


The  totai  number  of  cottages  improved  after  action 
under  this  Act  now  totais  six  in  addition  three  were 
purchased  by  the  CounciL  foLLowing  service  by  the  owner 
of  a  purchase  notice  under  Section  59  of  the  Act. 

SEWERAGE  &  SEWAGE  LISPOSAL 


V\fork  has  started  during  the  year  on  the  instaiiation 
of  miain  drainage  schemes  to  serve  the  parishes  of  Woodcote 
and  Shipiake.  A  scheme  for  the  main  drainage  of  the 
Whitchurch  HiiL  area  of  Goring  Heath  had  to  be  deferred 
as  the  Ministry  of  Housing  and  LocaL  Government  were  not 
prepared  to  agree  to  the  schem.e  proceeding  on  economic 
grounds . 

The  CounciL ’s  ConsuLting  Engineers  were  instructed 
during  the  year  to  prepare  schemes  for  the  sewerage  of 
Checkendon,  Stoke  Row  and  South  Stoke  for  submission  to 
the  Ministry. 

At  the  end  of  the  year  approximateiy  50^  of  aLL 
properties  in  the  district  had  a  pubLic  sewer  avaiiabie  to 
drain  into  and  when  the  schemes  for  W^oodcote  and  Shipiake 
are  completed  this  proportion  will  rise  to  58%. 

This  will  still  leave  however  some  4,000  properties 
in  the  district  which  have  to  rely  on  cesspools  and  septic 
tanks  for  drainage  facilities. 

The  Council  continues  to  operate  a  cesspool  emptying 
service  at  a  subsidised  charge  to  the  householder  of  £1 
per  load  (800  gallons). 
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ANIMAL  BQARLING  ESTABLISHRENTS  ACT,  L963 

Annual  licences  are  held  by  the  proprietors  six 
boarding  establishments  and  were  renewea  uurixig  the  year. 

RODENT  CONTROL 

The  Council  continued  during  the  year  to  carrv  out 
rodent  control  v/ork  by  contract  and  the  following  is  a  summary 
of  inspections  miade  and  treatm.ents  found  necessary:- 

Total  number  of  properties  inspected  533 

Number  infested  by  -  rats  152 

mice  23 

708 


In  addition  32  treatments  were  carried  out  against 
wasps’  nests. 

FACTORIES  ACT,  1961 

1 .  Inspections  made  by  Public  Health  Inspectors 


— r— - - — ! 

Premises 

(1) 

Number  on 
Register 

(2) 

Number  of 

Inspect¬ 

ions 

(3) 

V/ritten  j 

Notices  1 
(4) 

Occupiers 

Prosecuted 

(5) 

(i)  Factories  in 
which  Sections  1,2, 

3 . 4  &  6  are  to  be 
enforced  by  Local 
Authorities 

2 

2 

— 

— 

(ii)  Factories  not 
included  in  (i)  in 
which  Section  7  is 
enforced  by  Local 
Authorities 

42 

25 

4 

(iii)  Other  Prem¬ 
ises  in  which  Sec¬ 
tion  7  is  enforced 
by  the  Local  Author¬ 
ity  (excluding  out¬ 
workers  ’  premises ) 

— 

■— 

! 

1 

! 

1 

i 

Total 

44 

27 

4 

— 
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2.  Cases  in  which  defects  were  found 


Number  of  cases  in  v/hich 
defects  were  found 

No.  of  cases  in 
which  orosecu- 

Particulars 

(1) 

Found 

(2) 

Reme¬ 

died 

(3) 

Refer 
to  h.M. 
Inspect¬ 
or 
(4) 

•red 

by  H.M. 
Inspect¬ 
or 
(5) 

tions  were 
instituted . 

( 6 ) 

V'/ant  of 

cleanliness  (S,l) 

— 

1 

— • 

— 

— 

Overcrowding  ( S . 2 ) 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Unreasonable 
temperature  (S.3) 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Inadequate 
ventilation  (S.4) 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Ineffective  drain¬ 
age  of  floors  (S,6) 

Sanitary 

Conveniences  ( S . 7 ) 

(a)  Insufficient 

- 

— 

— 

— 

-- 

(b)  Unsuitable  or 
defective 

2 

2 

•— 

— 

— 

(c)  Not  separate 
for  sexes 

Other  offences 

against  the  Act 
(not  including 
offences  relating 
to  outwork) 

Total 

2 

i 

2 

— 

— 

— 

Part  VIII  of  the  Act 

There  are  no  knovm  outworkers  in  the  District. 
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PLOUGHLEY  PUPAL  DISTPICT 


Chief  Public  Health  Inspector; 
B,P.  GAPPOD,  M.P.S.H.,  M.A.P.H^I. 


Deputy  Chief  Public  Health  Inspector; 
P.M.  CLAYTON,  M.A.P.H.I. 

Additional  Public  Health  Inspector; 
N.D.  GAYLEP,  M.A.P.H.I. 


Council  Offices,  V/averley  House,  Bicester 


Tel.;  Bicester 


Ploughley  Rural  District. 


Estimated  Mid-Year  Home  Population  34,100 


MALES 

FEMALES 

Total 

Legit 

Illegit 

Total 

Legit 

Illegit 

Live  Births 

315 

299 

16 

317 

303 

14 

Stillbirths 

2 

2 

— 

4 

3 

1 

Deaths  of  Infants 

Under  1  year  of  age 

4 

4 

~ 

7 

7 

— 

Under  4  weeks  of  age 

3 

3 

- 

6 

6 

- 

Under  1  week  of  age 

3 

3 

6 

6 

— 

Deaths  (All  Ages) 

129 

- 

103 

— 

Live  Births 

Crude  rate  per  1 

,000  home 

population 

18.5 

Live  Births 

Ratio  of  local  adjusted  birth  rate 
to  national  rate 

0»99 

Stillbirths 

Rate  per  1,000  total  births 

q 

Deaths  of  Infants 

Under  1  year  of  age 

Rate  per  1,000  live  births 

17 

Perinatal  Mortality 

Rate  per  1,000  total  births 

24 

Deaths  (All  Ages) 

Crude  rate  per  1 

,000  home 

population 

6®8 

Deaths  (All  Ages) 

Ratio  of  local  adjusted  death  rate 
to  national  rate 

0.87 

i - 

2 


SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES 


WATER  SUPPLY 

263  houses,  excluding  married  quarters,  were  connected  to  a  mains  water 
supply  during  the  year. 

Samples . 

296  specimens  of  water  were  examined:  224  from  mains  and  72  from  wells. 

56.99c  of  the  wells  samples  showed  danger  to  health  and  1.8%  of  the  samples  from 
the  mains  were  potentially  dangerous.  Where  unsatisfactory  results  are  obtained, 
the  supply  is  subsequently  sampled  after  action  has  been  taken  to  remedy  the  cause 
of  pollution  until  good  results  are  obtained.  Water  sampling  from  mains  supplies 
has  been  taken  over  during  the  year  by  the  Oxfordshire  &  District  Water  Board.  We 
have  therefore  been  able  to  concentrate  more  on  sampling  from  private  supplies  and 
wells. 

The  following  is  a  table  showing  the  number  of  dwell inghouses  and  number  of 
population  supplied  from  public  water  mains  direct  to  the  house  or  by  means  of 
standpipes : - 


PARISH 

Mains  Water 

Direct  to  House 

Mains  water  by 
means  of  Standpipe 

Houses 

Population 

Houses 

Population 

Ambrosden 

410 

1672 

Ardley 

165 

540 

- 

— 

Arncott 

130 

550 

- 

— 

Begbroke 

177 

651 

- 

- 

Blackthorn 

238 

676 

1 

1 

Bletchingdon 

236 

804 

— 

- 

Bucknell 

77 

315 

- 

- 

Caversfield 

323 

1063 

-- 

- 

Charlton-on-Otmoor 

118 

410 

— 

- 

Chesterton 

149 

519 

- 

— 

Cottisford 

49 

168 

- 

- 

Fencott  8f  Murcott 

49 

161 

— 

- 

Finmere 

88 

279 

- 

- 

Fringford 

152 

450 

- 

- 

Fritwell 

184 

584 

- 

- 

Codington 

13 

42 

— 

- 

Gosford  8f  Water  Eaton 

542 

1837 

- 

- 

Hampton  Gay  &  Poyle 

50 

182 

- 

Hardwick-with-Tusmore 

9 

24 

- 

- 

Hethe 

103 

306 

- 

- 

Horton-cum-Studley 

137 

439 

- 

- 

Islip 

225 

756 

- 

— 

Kidlington 

2770 

10300 

- 

- 

Kirtlington 

223 

735 

** 
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PARISH 

Mains 

Direct 

Water 

to  House 

Mains  water  by  j 

means  of  Standpipe 

Houses 

Population 

Houses 

Population 

Launton 

266 

841 

Lower  Heyford 

154 

467 

— 

— 

Merton 

63 

209 

— 

- 

Middleton  Stoney 

85 

260 

- 

— 

Mixbury 

Newton  Purcell-with- 

77 

239 

•• 

Shelswell 

36 

95 

— 

— 

Moke 

46 

146 

— 

Oddington 

21 

76 

— 

— 

Piddington 

Shipton-on-Cherwell  & 

100 

439 

Thrupp 

127 

467 

- 

Somerton 

81 

252 

— 

- 

Souldern 

137 

412 

— 

- 

Stoke  Lyne 

58 

170 

- 

— 

Stratton  Audley 

79 

248 

- 

— 

Upper  Heyford 

465 

2878 

— 

— 

Wendlebury 

92 

318 

— 

- 

Wes ton-on- the-Green 

161 

548 

— 

mm 

Yarnton 

573 

1933 

" 

" 

TOTALS 

*9238 

+33,461 

1 

. . . 1 

1 

*  At  end  of  year  Estimated  mid-year  population. 

In  addition,  there  is  an  estimated  caravan  population  of  410  supplied  with 
mains  water® 

Public  Swimming  Baths 

There  are  two  swimming  baths  in  the  district  used  by  the  public;  one  in  the 
grounds  of  an  hotel  and  one  at  a  motel.  Both  baths  have  continuous  circulation 
chlorination  plants  for  the  purification  of  the  water. 

6  samples  were  taken  from  the  baths  during  the  year,  and  of  these,  3  were 
reported  as  being  unsatisfactory.  The  owners  were  informed  each  time  an  adverse 
result  was  reported  by  the  Analyst,  and  took  the  necessary  action  to  ensure  the 
purity  of  the  water.  Sampling  from  one  well  was  somewhat  limited  due  to  a 
breakdown  in  the  treatment  plant  which  necessitated  draining  of  the  pool  until 
the  spare  parts  could  be  obtained  from  America® 

SEWERAGE. 

The  major  extension  to  the  Kidlington  works  is  now  completed. 

The  scheme  for  Horton-cum-Studley  became  operational  in  July,  I968. 
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The  scheme  for  Blackthorn  is  half  completed, 
of  ^96%  Fringford  scheme  has  been  started  and  completion  is  expected  by  the  end 

The  scheme  for  Finmere  is  with  the  Ministry;  that  for  Hampton  Poyle  will 
or  y  be  ready  for  submission  to  the  Ministry;  schemes  for  Somerton  and  Upper 
&  Lower  Heyfords  were  submitted  to  the  Ministry  in  December,  I968. 

K-irn-in^f  were  made  during  the  year  as  follows: 

Kidlington  (12p;  Begbroke  (50);  Arncott  (3I);  Horton-cum-Studley  (30); 

AmbroS'"''^  ^''2);  Ardley  (5);  Charlton-on-Otmoor  (4); 

R  ir  1^”  and  Piddington  (3  each);  Fritwell,  Launton,  Souldern  and  Yarnton  (2  each); 

(I'^each)’  Eaton;  Islip,  Middleton  Stoney  and  Weston-on-the-Green 


HOUS ING ■ 

During  1968,  30  dwellings  were  erected  by  the  Council  at  Arncott,  14  x 
^  bedroomed  houses  and  16  x  3-bedroomed  houses. 


The  Council  has  under  construction  a  further  21  houses  at  Arncott,  10  at 
Bletchingdon  and  3  at  Mixbury. 

A  total  of  279  private  enterprise  houses  were  built  during  the  year, 

i  Ardley  (51);  Gosford  &  Water  Eaton  (l8);  Launton  and  Yarnton  (1? 
each),  Fringford  and  Islip  (l4  each);  Begbroke  (9);  Charlton-on-Otmoor  (7); 

u  Horton-cum-Studley,  Piddington  and  Souldern 

(  each),  Bucknell,  Cottisford  and  Upper  Heyford  (3  each);  Bletchingdon,  Mixbury 
and  Somerton  (2  each);  Ambrosden,  Blackthorn,  Fencott  &  Murcott,  Fritwell,  Noke 
otoke  L:pe,  Stratton  Audley  and  Wendlebury  (1  each).  In  addition  212  private 
enterprise  houses  are  under  construction® 

Caravans . 


There  are  six  licensed  caravan  sites  ^  three  for  6  caravans  each,  one  for  12 
caravans,  one  for  17_caravans  and  one  for  27  caravans.  A  further  94  other  caravans 
on  individual  site  licences  are  scattered  throughout  the  district. 

Overcrowding  and  Housing  Demand. 

There  is  little  overcrowding  by  the  official  standards,  although  these  are 

very  low.  At  the  end  of  I968  there  were  217  applicants  for  Council  houses  -  a 
decrease  of  4?  over  the  I967  figures® 

Housing  Act,  1937  -  Section  I6. 

Demolition  Orders  served  ....  ....  o 

Closing  Orders  made  -  .... 

Undertakings  accepted  not  to  use  for  human  habitation  ... 

”  ”  to  reconstruct  ..  ....  ....  '\ 

Houses  Demolished  ....  ....  _  ... 
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Unfit  houses  made  fit,  and  houses  in  which  defects  were  remedied,  all  by  owners: 

After  informal  action  by  L.A.  ....  ....  ....  ....  73 

After  formal  action  under  Public  Health  Acts  ....  .... 

After  formal  action  under  Public  Health  Acts 

in  default  of  owner  ....  ....  ....  ....  .... 

After  formal  action  under: 

Sections  9  and  16,  Housing  Act  1957  ••••  ••••  •••* 

Section  24,  Housing  Act  1957 

(Demolition  Order  revoked)  ....  ....  ....  .... 


Improvement  Grants 

1.  Under  the  Housing  (Financial  Provisions)  Act  1958 
as  amended  by  the  House  Purchase  and  Housing  Act, 

1959  and  the  Housing  Acts,  I96I  and  1964: 

Number  of  houses  for  which  applications  received 
Number  approved  by  Local  Authority  ....  .... 

2.  Under  the  House  Purchase  and  Housing  act  1959 
as  amended  by  the  Housing  Acts,  I96I  and  1964: 

Number  of  applications  received  ....  ....  . . . . 

Number  of  applications  approved  by  Local  Authority 

Rent  Acts  1957  and  I965 


11 

8 


49 

45 


No  action  was  necessary  during  the  year  under  these  Acts. 

RODENT  AND  PEST  CONTROL 

A  full  return,  under  the  Prevention  of  Damage  by  Pest  Act  1949i  has  been  made 
to  the  Ministry  of  Agriculture,  Fisheries  and  Food  for  the  year  ended  31st  December, 
1968,  and  the  following  is  a  summary: 

Properties  inspected  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  265 

Number  of  inspections,  including  re-inspections  ..  ....  1103 

Properties  infested  with  rats  ...  ....  ....  ....  215 

Properties  infested  with  mice  ...  ....  ....  ....  13 

Treatments  carried  out  .  ....  ....  ....  721 

Treatments  against  insect  and  other  pests  ....  ....  43 

A  10^  test  baiting  of  all  sewers  in  the  district  was  carried  out  during  the  year 
and  apart  from  a  small  infestation  in  one  of  the  sewers,  the  test  proved  satisfactory* 
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OFFICES,  SHOPS  AND  RAILWAY  PREMISES  ACT,  1 963 - 

There  are  12?  premises  registered  under  the  Act^  and  during  the  year  110 
inspections  were  made  of  such  premises o  Informal  notices  were  served  in  the 
case  of  32  premises  in  which  various  contraventions  were  found® 

In  June  Legal  proceedings  were  taken  against  a  firm  for  alleged  contraventions 
of  Sections  1?^  I8  8c  I9  of  the  Act®  The  proceedings  were  taken  as  a  result  of  an 
injury  sustained  by  a  female  employee  whilst  operating  an  electrically  driven  gravity 
teed  meat  slicing  machine®  Under  the  terms  of  Section  63  similar  proceedings  were 
taken  against  the  Branch  Manager® 

The  magistrates  found  for  the  defendants  on  all  charges® 

In  view  of  reported  convictions  for  similar  offences  in  cases  taken  by  other 
local  authorities,  the  matter  has  been  referred  to  the  High  Court  as  a  "Case  Stated"® 

ANIMAL  BOAPDING  ESTABLISHMEMTS  ACT,  I963. 

There  are  four  Animal  Boarding  Establishments  in  the  district®  A  high  standard 
of  cleanliness  is  maintained  at  these  premises  to  prevent  infectious  or  contagious 
disease,  and  the  operators  of  the  Establishments  have  co=»operated  with  the  Council’s 
Officers  in  every  way  to  achieve  this® 

PET  ANIMALS  ACT,  1931 » 

There  are  two  licensed  Pet  Shops  in  the  district,  one  being  used  in  conjunction 
with  an  Aninial  Boarding  Establishment. 

NATIONAL  ASSISTANCE  ACT  1948  -  Section  30 > 

It  was  necessary  for  the  Council  to  arrange  the  burial  of  one  person  who  died  in 
the  area  during  the  year® 


FOOD  INSPECTION. 

There  are  four  general  slaughterhouses  and  a  knacker’s  yard  in  the  area®  To 
give  full  protection  to  the  public,  a  100%  inspection  is  made  of  all  animals  intended 
for  human  consumption® 

All  food  premises,  including  shops  and  travelling  shops,  are  regularly  inspected, 
but  very  few  contraventions  have  been  found® 
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Carcases  of  Meat  Inspected  and  Condemned: 


3 

Cattle 
excl . 
Cows 

Cows 

Calves 

Sheep 

and 

Lambs 

Pigs 

Tota] 

P 

£ 

? 

1  Number  killed 

I 

382 

8 

38 

1245 

765 

2438 

t 

1  Number  inspected 

382 

8 

38 

1245 

765 

2438 

S  All  diseases  except 
!  Tuberculosis  &  Cysticerci 

1  V.Tiole  carcases  condemned 

2 

2 

5 

8 

2 

19 

S  Carcases  of  which  some  organ 

j  or  part  was  condemned 

1 

46 

4 

1 

20 

26 

97 

1 

1  Percentage  of  num'^^er  inspected 

1  affected  with  disease  other  than 

!  Tuberculosis  or  Cysticerci 

1 

12.6 

75.0 

15»8 

2.2 

3.7 

4. 

1 

1  Tuberculosis  only: 

Whole  carcases  condemned 

_ 

cs» 

MB 

tc 

Carcases  of  which  some  organ  or 
part  was  condemned 

mm 

2 

C 

i 

1  Cysticercosis : 

j 

s 

j  Carcases  of  which  some  organ 

j  or  part  was  condemned 

mm* 

1  Carcases  submitted  to  treatment 

1  by  refrigeration 

1 

1  Generalised  8c  totally 

1  condemned 

4 

1 

— 

' 

~ 

- 

Ct 

Method  and  Disposal  of  Condemned  Food 

Condemned  meat  is  stained  and  processed  for  fertilisers,  manures  and  animal 
feeding;  other  condemned  food  is  burnt  and/or  buried. 

Precis  of  Condemned  Food  List 

Total  weight  of  food  condemned: 

Tons  Cwts  Qrs,  Stones  Lb. 

Meat  ....  ....  1  19  3  -  3 

Other  Foods  ....  1  2  1  12 

212  -  5 


TOTAL 


•  •  •  o 


Ploughley  Rural  District 


In  addition  244  packets  of  assorted  frozen  foods  were  condemned  following  the 
breakdown  of  refrigerated  storage  cabinets,  59  packs  of  food  and  62®  fl®  oz®  of 
ice  cream  were  damaged  by  floodwater. 


Number  and  Type  of  Food  Premises  in  the  Area 

Grocers  and  General  Food  Shops 
Greengrocers .  . .  o  . .  <* 

Butchers  Shops  • . o  « » • 


Confectioners 


Public  Houses 


Off-licence  premises 
Licensed  premises 


Cafes 


Fried  Fish  Shops 
Wet  Fish  Shops 


Bakehouses 


Dairies 


•  9  9 


59 

6 

1? 

13 

59 

9 

12 

11 

1 

2 

2 

8 


199 


Food  Hygiene  (General)  Regulations  I960* 

Number  of  premises  to  which  Regulation  16  applied  **0 
Number  of  premises  fitted  to  comply  with  Regulation  I6 
Number  of  premises  to  which  Regulation  19  applied 
Number  of  premises  fitted  to  comply  with  Regulation  19 
Premises  Registered  under  Section  I6  -  Food  and  Drugs  Act  1955 « 


190 

185 

163 

162 


For  sale  of  ice  cream  :  90  (inspections  made  -  I8)  (Samples  taken  -  4) 
Preparation  &  manufacture  of  sausages  8c  cooked  meats:  8  (inspections  made  84) 
Preparation  of  fish  by  cooking  :  1  (inspections  made  2) 
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The  Oxfordshire  Show: 

The  Oxfordshire  Agricultural  Society’s  annual  Show  is  permanently  based  at  Oxford  I 
Airport,  Kidlington*  The  various  catering  and  licensed  bar  establishments  on  the  groundi 
are  inspected  both  before  and  during  the  two  days  of  the  Show.  Where  possible, 
representatives  of  the  catering  firms  are  interviewed  before  the  opening  of  the  Show 
to  discuss  any  possible  difficulties  and  advice  is  given  where  necessary. 

The  Department  is  also  responsible  for  refuse  collection  from  the  Show  ground 
during  the  period 

SUMMARY  OF  PUBLIC  HEALTH  INSPECTORS’  WORK 

DURING  1968, 


Number  of  complaints  received 
Number  of  Notices  served  (informal) 
Number  of  Notices  served  (statutory) 


Public  Health  Acts 


Housing  Acts 


51 

49 

8 

5 

3 


Number  of  prosecutions 


Number  of  Inspections 


4818 


Houses  inspected: 


Public  Health  Acts 


Housing  Acts 


Re-visits  to  property  under  notice 


Interviews  with  owners 


Complaints  investigated 


Houses  disinfected 


Caravans 


•  •  • 


»  •  e 


•  «  • 


Water  supplies  and  sampling 
Drainage  inspections 
Public  Cleansing  ... 


Infectious  diseases 


•  »  • 


•  (ft  • 


4  9  • 


4  4  4 


•  44 


177 

426 

683 

183 

51 


292 

337 

367 

1049 

84 
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Number  of  Inspections  (contM). 


Offices,  Shops  &  Railway  Premises  Act 
Factories  and  Workshops  ... 


Bakehouses 


Fried  fish  shops 
Butchers  Shops 
Animal  Slaughterhouses 
Ice  Cream  premises 


Food  Premises 


Animal  Boarding  Establishments 


Pet  Animals  Act 


Diseases  of  Animals  (Waste  Foods)  Order 


Petroleum  Acts 


Dairies  and  Milk  Shops 

Food  Delivery  Vehicles 

Food  &  Drugs  Act  (unsound  food) 

Disinfestation  (Scabies)  ... 


Betting  &  Gaming  Act 


110 

13 

10 

2 

84 

316 

18 

239 

12 

2 

8 

171 

1 

18 

13 

1 

41 


Rodent  Control 


Scrap  Metal  Dealers  Act 
Noise 

Air  Pollution 
Pet  Shops 

Flood  Relief 
Civic  Amenities 
Animal  Nuisance 


Other  Visits 


6 

1 

6 

5 

39 

13 

5 

35 
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Number  of  Defects  or  Nuisances  Abated > 
Dwell inghouses . 


Repaired  or  made  fit 

•  •  # 

Provided  with  damp-proof  course 

•  •  • 

External  walls  pointed  or  rendered 

•  •  • 

Dangerous  walls  repaired 

•  •  • 

Roofs  repaired  ...  ... 

•  •  • 

Eavesgutters  &  rainwater  pipes  renewed 
Chimneys  or  chimney  stacks  repaired  . . . 


Yard  paving  repaired 

•  •  • 

Floors  repaired,  ventilated  etc. 

•  •  • 

Plastered  walls  and  ceilings  repaired 


Stairs  repaired  ...  . . » 

•  •  • 

Handrails  provided 

•  •  e 

Windows  made  to  open,  repaired,  etc. 
Doors  repaired,  re-hung  or  renewed 
Firegrates  repaired,  re-set  or  renewed 
Food  stores  provided,  repaired,  etc. 


New  sinks  provided  and  fixed 

•  •  • 

Sink  wastes  repaired  or  renewed 

•  •  • 

Water  supply  provided  inside  house 

•  •  • 

Obstructed  drains  cleansed 

•  •  • 

Drains  repaired  or  re-constructed 

•  •  • 

Waterclosets  provided  or  renewed 

•  •  • 

Closet  structures  repaired 
Dustbins  provided 
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OTHER  DUTIES . 

The  Department  is  also  responsible  for  the  maintenance  of  the  Council  house 
application  list,  which  entails  interviewing  applicants  for  such  accommodation  and 
the  keeping  of  all  records  of  the  circumstances  of  each  case,  for  submission  to  the 
Council » 

Under  the  Petroleum  (Regulation)  Acts,  the  Department  is  concerned  with  the 
inspection,  testing  of  tanks  and  licensing  of  petroleum  storage  installations* 

There  are,  at  present  104  petroleum  storage  licences  in  force  throughout  the 
district;  the  total  storage  capacity  licensed  is  just  under  three  and  three-quarter 
million  gallons® 

The  Department  keeps  the  register  of  scrap  metal  dealers  under  the  Scrap 
Metal  Dealers  Act,  1964;  there  are  seven  such  dealers  registered  in  the  area. 

The  Public  Health  Inspectors  also  carry  out  inspections  under  the  Betting, 

Gaming  and  Lotteries  Act,  The  Licensing  Act  and  the  Diseases  of  Animals  (Waste 
Foods)  Order,  1957«> 

Public  Cleansing  is  also  the  responsibility  of  the  Department,  a  weekly 
collection  of  refuse  and  controlled  tipping  on  two  Council-owned  tips  being 
operated. 

The  scheme  introduced  for  street  cleansing  on  the  two  main  shopping  areas 
of  Kidlington  has  proved  very  satisfactory. 

FACTORIES  ACT,  I96I. 

There  are  49  Factories  and  V/orkshops  in  the  area  in  which  sections  1,2,3i4,6 
and  7  of  the  Factories  Act  are  to  be  enforced  by  the  Local  Authority,  and  13  inspection 
were  carried  out  in  the  period.  No  defects  were  found,  but  three  of  the  premises  were 
found  to  be  wanting  in  cleanliness,  informal  action  was  taken  and  these  premises  now 
comply® 

It  was  not  necessary  to  institute  legal  proceedings  under  the  Act. 

Part  VIII  of  the  Act. 


There  are  six  known  outworkers  in  the  District  as  follows 
Wearing  Apparel  (3)  Soft  Furnishings  (1)  Jewellery  Setting  (2) 


-  13  - 


Ploughley  Rural  District 


FACTORIES  ACT  I96I 


Part  1  of  the  Act. 


1.  INSPECTIONS  for  purposes  of  provisions  as  to  health  (including  inspections 
made  by  Public  Health  Inspectors) 


Premises 

(1) 

Number 

on 

Register 

(2) 

] 

dumber  of 

Inspections 

(3) 

Written 

notices 

(4) 

Occupiers 

prosecuted 

(5) 

(i)  Factories  in  which  Sections  1,2, 
3^4  and  6  are  to  be  enforced  by 
Local  Authorities 

2 

am> 

— 

(ii)  Factories  not  included  in  (i)  in 
which  Section  7  is  enforced  by 
the  Local  Authority 

47 

— 

— 

(iii)  Other  Premises  in  which  Section  7 
is  enforced  by  the  Local  Authority 
(excluding  out-workers*  premises) 

- 

- 

- 

Total 

49 

13 

2.  Cases  in  which  DEFECTS  were  found 


Particulars 

(1) 

Num.ber  of  cases  in  which 
were  found 

defects 

Number  of 
cases  in  which 
prosecutions 
were  instituted 

(6) 

Found 

(2) 

Remedied 

(3) 

Refer 
To  H.M, 
Inspector 

■  (4) 

red 

By  H.Mo 
Inspector 
(5) 

Want  of  cleanliness  (S.1) 

- 

-I 

Overcrowding  (S.2) 

- 

- 

— 

— 

Unreasonable  temperature 

(S.3) 

- 

- 

OB* 

- 

— 

Inadequate  ventilation 

(S.4) 

- 

— 

— 

— 

- 
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Particulars 

(1) 

Number  of  cases  in  which  defects 
were  found 

s 

Number  of 
cases  in  whici 
prosecutions 
were  institute 

(6) 

Found 

(2) 

Remedied 

(3) 

Referred 
To  HoMo  1 

Inspector 
(4) 

By  HoMc 
Inspector 

(5) 

Ineffective  drainage  of 
floors  (So 6) 

— 

Sanitary  Conveniences  (So?) 
(a)  Insufficient 

— 

— 

OMC 

(b)  Unsuitable  or 
defective 

3 

3 

- 

(c)  Not  separate  for 
sexes 

— 

- 

Other  offences  against  the 
Act  (not  including 
offences  relating  to 
Outwork ) 

— 

— 

Total 

3 

3 

— 

— 

c3gK> 

l4th  February^  * 
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